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Chanukka represents Jewish 
victory over oppression

The Jewish holiday, Chanukkah, is 
observed for eight days, beginning 
with the 23th day of the Jewish month 
of Kislev. Because Chanukkah occurs 
near Christm as each year, many 
people have the misconception that 
Chanukkah is the "Jewish Christ­
mas.”  However, Chanukkah has 
nothing to do with Christmas; it is no 
more the "Jewish Christm as" than 
Kwan/a is the "Black Christmas."

Chanukkah is not one of (he great 
Jewish festivals, and bears no aura of 
sanctity. No special ceremonials have 
been built around it; there is no cessa­
tion of work.

Chanukkah differs from all other 
Jewish festivals in one important 
respect; its origin is not lost in the 
dimness o f antiquity. It is a dated 
(estival, a festival that commemorates 
great events in the history o f the 
Jewish people — the revolt and vic­
tory of the Jews, under the leadership 
of Judah Maccabee and his brothers 
of the Hasmonean family, against the 
imperial rule o f the Syrians, under

Emperor Antiochus Epiphanes.
The Chanukkah lights originated 

in an old nature festival, that was 
observed in winter by certain Jewish 
groups, in the season when the days 
begin to lengthen. In time the lights 
were eventually tied up with Chanuk­
kah.

In order to imbue the Chanukkah 
lights with a religious aura, w ith a 
sacred tradition , the legend o f the 
flask of oil was created.

"W h a t is C hanukkah?" asks the 
Gcmara. a Jewish holy book arid the 
answer given there is that the army of 
Antiochus, when it occupied (he Tem­
ple, defiled all the oil that was stored 
therein. W hen the Hasmoneans 
won, they searched the Temple and 
found only one small flask o f oil 
bearing the seal o f the H igh Priest, 
containing only enough oil to light the 
Menorah for one day. A miracle oc­
curred, and this o il lasted for eight 
days. The next year these days were 
declared a festival, with prayers 
of thanksgiving to God.
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THE GOSPEL A C C O R D IN G  TO

ST. MATTHEW CHAPTER 1

by Robert Lothian
The Hispanic congregation o f St. 

Patrick Catholic Church in N o rth ­
west Portland paid homage to O ur 
Lady o f Guadalupe, Mexico’s patron 
saint, with a mass and fiesta Wednes­
day evening, Dec. 12.

Father Frank Knusel presented a 
sermon in Spanish on the significance 
of Guadalupe for Latin people. His 
comments were accompanied by gui­
tars and a chorus singing in Spanish. 
Poinsettas, red roses and a large M ex­
ican flag framed a gold and turquoise 
image o f the “ brown-skinned m a­
donna."

After the mass, children and adults 
in colorful costumes entertained ihe 
congregation with Mexican music and 
dancing. Included was an exciting (if 
dangerous) "machete dance,”  which 
sent sparks flying as the large knives 
flashed and clashed.

Soledad Grefnes, secretary o f the 
Mission o f St. Patrick in Portland, 
said the fiestas in Mexico on Dec. 12, 
which is one of Mexico’s greatest na­
tional holidays, "are something like 
this only 100 - 200 times more."

According to legend, the Virgin of 
Guadalupe appeared three times to 
Mexican peasant Juan Diego at T e­
peyac Hill, near Mexico City, the last 
time on Dece. 12, 1531. The Spanish 
had recently conquered Mexico, and 
Catholicism  was supplanting the 
former Aztec religion. Tepeyac had 
been ihe sanctuary o f the Aztec’s 
mother goddess. According to the

Happy Holly 
at firehouse

Happy Holly Days, heart warming 
celebration o f Christmas and the 
New Year opens Thursday, Dember 
20th at 7:30 p .m . at the Firehouse 
Theater, 1436 S.W. Montgomery.

Special guest pianist Andy Harmon, 
well known for his diverse talents as 
a pianist and vocalist at the Fish Grot­
to, w ill lead the Happy H o lly  Day 
performers through a montage of the 
best known and best loved moments 
and songs o f the Yuletide Season.

Happy H o lly  Days w ill be per­
formed at the Firehouse Theater 
Thursday, December 20 and Friday, 
December 21 at 7:30 and Saturday, 
December 22 at 2:00 p.m Reserva­
tions are encouraged by calling ihe 
theater at 248-4737 between 9:00 a.m. 
and 3:00 p.m. Monday through Fri­
day. Tickets are S3.00 for adults and 
$2.00 for children 12 years o f age 
and under.

jubilation!
The Bethel A M E  Church Mass 

Choir will present a celebration of an 
ethnic jubiliation. Please join us Sun­
day, December 23rd, at 4:30 p.m ., 
5828 N .E . 8th. Special guests will be 
Carl Parker, Shannon Goodin and 
Rachel McElroy.

legend, Guadalupe appeared in the 
form of an Indian woman and spoke 
to Diego in the Aztec language

T o  some people, the legend signi­
fies the overcoming of the Aztec re­
ligion by Catholicism. T o  others, it 
represents the overcoming of Catholi­
cism by the Aztec religion.

On December 12, thousands make 
the pilgrimage to Tepeyac from  all 
over Mexico. People in need pray to 
Guadalupe year-round, and many 
Mexicans attribute to her the source 
of their health and happiness.
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