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EDITORIAL/OPINION
Take pride in '84 politics
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It does not matter who won the C ity’s special 
election to nil City Council Postion No. 4. Black 
people and the Albina community have a lot to 
be proud o f in Politics 1984.

In a state that historically kept Black people 
out, and in a city who will not hire Black people 
to any significant degree, two Afro-Am erican  
males opened the door o f political opportunity 
and walked through.

The foundation was paved when former City 
Commissioner Charles Jordan pursued another 
career goal. His departure caused a ripple effect 
in local politics as artificial barriers to politics 
were forced down as 19 candidates courted the 
public.

To the voters, tradition, political experience 
and large campaign expenditures meant nothing 
because at the polls they chose a fresh face and a 
different voice. During his 15 years as a televi­
sion reporter and anchor, Dick Bogle taught 
Portlanders to accept a Black face. Riding on 
the colors of the Rainbow Coalition, Herb Caw- 
thorne tapped a new political base that impro­
vised on the norm. From  a field o f 19, Caw- 
thorne emerged the second runner without bor­
rowing a dime or quitting his job.

A definitive statement on Black political prog­
ress with examples o f making democracy work 
for you are appropriate themes for the end o f 
1984. As the final chapters of Charles Jordan’s 
political career are closed and incoming C ity  
Commissioner Dick Bogle are opened, Black 
people in Portland have a lot to be proud of.

A lthough Black people lost a commission 
seat in M ultnom ah County, the organized e f­
forts of the District 18 leadership forum unseat­
ed an incumbent whose victory in District 18 
was an example o f political unsophistication. 
But we learned from our mistakes. Despite the 
presence of the loser of the District 18 commun­
ity forum the people’s choice, Margaret Carter, 
won the primary and embarrassed the Republi­
can contender in the general election.

So, there are victories and there are defeats. 
Jesse Jackson set the mood for this explosion of 
political activity when he concluded his address 
at the Democratic National Convention by stat­
ing, “ Our time has come!”

People o f color fti Portland are rewriting the 
book of politics. Wdhave learned to use the sys­
tem and the old guard will have to move over 
because, “ Our time has come!”
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Letters to the Editor
The Observer welcomes tellers Io 

the editor. Letters should be typed 
or neatly printed and signed with the 
au tho r's  name and address (ad  
dresses are n o t published). We re­
serve the right to edit foe length. M ail 
to : P o rtland  Observer, P. O. Box 
3)37, Portland. OR 9720k

No Uncle Toms
To the Editor,

I ’m an inmate confined at the Ore­
gon State Penitentiary here in Salem, 
Oregon, and I wish to " in fo rm "  our 
Black Community about the “ propa­
ganda" (his institution has selected to 
represent the Blacks incarcerated at 
the OSP to misinform the Black com-

m unity as to Blacks* treatm ent in 
the OSP. The selected few which are 
the chosen junkies who sell their souls 
for the OSP, in return that they w ill 
have safe passage in b ring ing or 
smuggling drugs back in to the peni­
ten tia ry fo r purpose o f p ro fit and 
not just fo r themselves but fo r the 
administration as well.

Our so-called "M ino rities  A ffa irs  
O ffice r,”  Ronnie M artin , this com ­
munity may be well familiar with and 
who's purpose is to keep the public in­
formed as to the racial treatment and 
investigate and correct the problem 
inmates receive from  the o ffice rs  
here at OSP. Instead our M inorities 
A ffa ir  O ffice r sits b lank-faced to 
these racial slurrs and even accepts 
the cruel and unusual punishment the

Black inmates purposely are reserved 
fo r, by the s ta ff members at OSP.

This in s titu tio n  deserves some 
watching by our Black com m unity  
and even some form  o f communica­
tion. Point one ( I )  is very important 
to our Black community as to the (T i­
tle o f S ta ff Members) being (C o r­
rectiona l O ffice rs ) but instead o f 
this tit le  they're  really known as 
(Programmers) to " im p la n t"  hatred 
as a form o f rehabilitation. This com­
munity should gel together and form 
a communication system so they can 
correspond w ith the Blacks in gen­
eral instead o f le tting  the adm in is­
tration pick out their own profitable 
Uncle Toms to poison our Black 
community.

D A N N Y K  BOYD

Ho/.Ho! l-lo!Dick Herb
Bogle Cawthorne
(Com,nued from  Page I, Column 2) (Continuedfrom Page ), Column 4)

tion . We do not have anyth ing  in 
Portland to draw them here. And I 
would like to make Portland a major 
league city.”  He said his first priority 
was putting together his staff and he 
planned to retain some o f Jordan’s 
staff members.

Bogle said he does not view his 
victory as a rejection o f the tradition­
al candidates whom he bypassed in 
the election, but, " I t 's  an acceptance 
o f me and my position on issues ra­
ther than a rejection o f other candi­
dates."

Commissioner Bogle received no 
newspaper endorsements during the 
campaign. " I  got the endorsement o f 
the people and that is the bo ttom  
line."

instructor gave him:
"W here were you when darkness 

hit our land?
"W here  were you when man re­

jected man?
"W here  were you when Blacks 

were made to dance?
"W here  were you when women 

had no chance.. .
"W e can say in December we were 

together working hard for something 
we believed in ."
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by Marcus Cheatham

Three leaders o f the United Demo­
cratic Front (U D F) who occupied a 
room in the British consulate in Dur­
ban, South A frica  fo r  91 days 
emerged last week, and two were 
arrested and charged w ith  treason, 
an offense that carries the death pen­
alty. Their story illustrates how in­
ternational pressure is affecting the 
situation in South A frica , but it also 
shows that White South Africa is not 
ready to yield anything to opponents 
o f apartheid.

Arrested upon leaving the consulate 
were Archie Gumede, president o f the 
two m illion  strong anti-racist UDF, 
and Paul David. Billy Nair, who had 
recently completed a 22-year sentence 
fo r sabotage, was carried away on 
the shoulders o f supporters who 
shouted “ Amandla Ngwethu!”  which 
is Zulu fo r “ power is ours,”  before 
police could detain him. It was said 
he would be arrested later.

The treason trial o f Gumede, Dav­
id, and perhaps Nair may turn into a 
showcase o f South African efforts to 
crush resistance. In September o f 
this year the three were detained when 
South A frica tried to round up hun­
dreds o f opponents o f national elec­
tions in which Blacks were completely 
excluded and other people o f color 
given only a lim ited franchise. They 
were released by a judge but the police 
immediately issued fresh detention 
orders fo r them, orders which allow 
prisoners to be held indefinitely and

I
without charges. Gumede, David and 
Nair fled to the B ritish  consulate 
where they sought asylum with three 
other activists who left and were ar­
rested earlier. Both B rita in  and the 
U.S. refused asylum to the men, so 
they occupied a room in the consulate 
and used their temporary shelter as a 
p la tfo rm  from  which to  denounce 
partheid.

Meanwhile, in te rnationa l events 
began to focus attention on the plight 
o f political detainees in South Africa. 
In Washington, D .C ., Black leaders 
formed the Free South A frica Move­
ment and began daily demonstrations 
at the South African embassy calling 
for the release o f South African labor 
leaders. The idea swept the country 
and protests sprang up in many cities. 
In Portland the honorary South A fr i­
can consulate has been picketed at 
noon on Wednesdays and Fridays and 
four people have been arrested sit­
ting in there.

The award o f the Nobel Peace 
Prize to Bishop Desmond Tutu, A n­
glican Bishop o f Johannesburg, also 
h ighlighted the s itua tion  in South 
Africa. On December 10, just before 
Tutu received the prize fo r his lead­
ership in the struggle against racism, 
South A frica  dropped detention o r­
ders against 14 people including Gu­
mede, David, and N air. A lthough 
South A fr ica  says neither T u tu 's  
reputation nor international pressure 
had anything to do with the decision 
it is widely interpreted as a deliberate

effort to deflect criticism.
In reality, South A frica  never in­

tended to let Gumede, David and 
Nair go, as their arrest on charges 
carrying the death penalty shows. The 
three are still in fighting spirits, how­
ever, saying “ We feel this occupation 
has certainly achieved its purpose o f 
focusing w orld  a tten tion  on the 
shocking racial oppression and evil 
apartheid system in South A frica .”

It is clear that South A frica is still 
w illing to go to any length to silence 
opponents. While only the people o f 
South A frica  can figh t and win the 
struggle against apartheid, Zak Ya- 
coob, publicity secretary o f the UDF, 
says anti-apartheid demonstrations in 
the U.S. are "a  source o f inspiration 
fo r the oppressed.”  The Free South 
A frica  M ovem ent has called on 
Americans to recognize December 23 
as South A frica  Sunday. Churches 
across the country w ill be m arking 
Christmas Sunday w ith ceremonies 
for the men and women facing Christ­
mas from  a prison cell fo r their op­
position to racism.

Marcus Cheatham is a member o f  
Portlanders Organized fo r  Southern 
A frican  Freedom (POSAF), a local 
m u lti-ra c ia l citizens action group  
that supports Black m ajority  rule in  
Southern A frica  and an end to U.S- 
support fo r  apartheid. For more in ­
form ation call 230-9427.

Should education be colorblind?
Along the C olor Line by Dr. Manning Marable

The mergers o f formerly all Black 
colleges in to  state systems and the 
fiscal crisis ot Black private universi­
ties are only aspects o f a broader, 
two pronged approach to reverse 
the gains o f the Black freedom move­
ment in the fie ld o f education. One 
aspect o f the strategy is the margin­
alization o f Black professionals: the 
demise o f a ffirm a tive  action p o li­
cies designed to increase the numbers 
o f Blacks in white schools, and the 
deliberate “ phasing-out”  o f younger 
Black teachers. Desegregation brought 
thousands o f Black students in to  
graduate and professional schools, 
equipping them to compete in the 
white educationa ll hierarchy. By 
1974, over three thousand A fro - 
Americans were employed at white 
colleges, and over one th ird  o f them 
held adm in istra tive  posts. But ac­
cord ing to  the research o f Calvert 
Hayes Smith, 94 percent o f the Black 
administrators surveyed held "s ta f f 
positions" which were basically pe­
ripheral, and they existed at the plea­
sure o f others." Black administrators 
usually held lim ited institutional au­
thority, and their "decision-making 
respons ib ilitie s " were frequently 
poorly defined.

The strategy employed to "phase 
out”  Blacks from secondary and pri­
mary level education involves the use 
o f standardized tests to  determine 
the “ com petency" o f prospective 
teachers. In 1980, F lorida in itia ted 
statewide teachers examinations: to 
date 80 to 85 percent o f all those test­
ed have passed, but the Black passing 
ra tios between 35 to 40 percent. In 
Louisiana, 132 Southern University

students graduated w ith education 
degrees in the spring o f 1983. Only 35 
Black students in this graduating class 
took the state test,’ and nine passed. 
Howard University’s Institute for the 
Study ot Educational Policy noted in 
a September, 1984 report that the 
“ recent emphasis on teacher ce rtif i­
cation and standardized tests for de­
termining competency may result in a 
significant reduction o f Black repre­
sentation in the teaching profession.”  
A fro -A m erican  students who ma­
jored in education arc now "switching 
career plans and look ing  fo r non­
teaching jobs."

Standardized tests, when properly 
developed, can be useful as one o f 
several criteria to determine the qual­
ity o f instruction. But the common 
denominator in these seemingly sep­
arate issues is the fina l result — the 
decline in the total number o f Blacks 
within the field o f education, and the 
m arg ina liza tion  o f those Blacks in 
white institutions from  wielding po­
tential or actual authority. For exam­
ple, any s ign ifican t d rop  in e n ro ll­
ments o f Black education majors in 
undergraduate schools w ill, w ithin 10 
years, seriously reduce the growth of 
Black doctorates. About one half o f 
all Afro-Am erican doctorates are in 
the field o f education. The impact of 
such policies is " ra c is t,"  yet the de­
sign is “ c o lo rb lin d ,"  based on the 
metaphysical notion o f meritocracy. 
Black professors judged on their 
" in d iv id u a l"  merits may be denied 
tenure — but who is to  determine 
whether Black Studies-oriented jo u r­
nal publications are of greater or lesser 
significance than mainstream white

academic journals in judging a tenure 
file? I f  an oppressed social groupais 
is denied "group solutions" or color- 
conscious c rite ria  in determ inihg 
examinations, jobs, tenure, and ad­
ministrative posts, their subordinated 
class status is effectively perpetuated, 
since few Blacks are in positions o f 
authority in the educational hierarchy 
to determ ine the crite ria  fo r what 
comprises "standards.”  Racists in the 
1980s do not have io employ segrega­
tion is t rhe toric  to  frustra te  BlaCk 
educational and socio-economic ad­
vancement. A ll that is required is the 
firm  rejection o f Blacks' demands as 
a group, and (he advocacy o f individ­
ual rights to  compete in the public- 
marketplace fo r jobs or other bene­
fits, w ithout the past restrictions o f 
color. This is precisely the strategy o f 
the Reagan Adm in istra tion: "c o lo r 
b lind ”  rhetoric is being used to de­
stroy Black educational and social 
advancement.

Dr. M anning M arable  teaches 
p o lit ic a l socio logy at C olgatv U n i­
versity. "A long  the C olor L in e "a p  
pears in over 140 newspapers in te r­
nationally.
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