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Healthwatch
by Steven Hailey NO.

The new
medical
McCarthyism

America iv wiincxving a new Me  
i u rlh y iim  I his resurgence o f op* 
piiw ivc politics is being waged hi ihe 
ire.i o l Male and national health p o ll 

m ' Ironically, one ol ihe single most 
oppressive pieces ol legislation is 
living promoted by Rep. (  laude Pep- 
(Ct, (D i I londu, as "am i quackery." 
I Inlortii.lately, Representative (  laude 
Peppet. whose illustrious record as 
pio|ton>.-ni and author ol much ol the 
social legislation ol the New (X*al and 
I an Deal, is presently being used bv 
ihe A M A to push its reactionary 
legislation to outlaw Naturopathic, 
( hiroprat tic and other alternative  
medicines ,n the guise o l concern 
lor the elderly .

Ibis bill would utilize ledetal ageu 
cies such as iht U S. Post (» lice  (pre­
vent interstate n.insporl ol unaccept­
ed literature), the lustier Department, 
the I D A and the I I .( to oversee 
the enforcement o f the new regula­
tions W hat is frightening about this 
legislation is I )  u passed in similar 
form  tw o years ago only to be 
blocked nt the II.S . Senate, and 2) the 
first portion o f ihe bill "allow s the 
\M A  and its alliliate state oigam/a 

lions and county medical societies to 
adjudicate acceptable standards o f 
medical practice and medical treat 
mein. Any diagnosis or therapy lying 
outside these standards would be 
prohibited bv law . I hose practilioncis 
who continue to practice non accept­
ed techniques would be considered to 
be1 practicing fraudulently, and would 
be subject to crim inal lelomes and 
dehcensuie

What furthers ihe irony is that in 
the last decade Ihe I I ( . ruled that 
the A M  A was intentionally mis 
representing and interfering with the 
growth, practice and development ol 
alternative forms ol medicine I he 
I I ( ordered a cease and desist 
lesliaint on ihe A M  A Now, if this 
lull passes the I I t would be 
obliged io enlorce the A M A. 
wislies

I el's gel to the heart ol the issue. 
Are n u iriiio n .il counselors, nurse 
practitioners, naturopaths, ch iro ­
practors and others ripping o lf  Ihe 
elderly? Is there an inherent "quack 
cry”  in dietary management of dis­
ease? Should vitamins be prescrip­
tion items? I think Ihe answer Io all 
these questions is a clear NO! further,
I believe the overt efforts by Ihe 
A M . A and Us stale alliliate organi­
zations to repress dietary and herbal 
alternatives and the central issue the 
freedom io choose your own physi­
cian or practitioner, is to a large part 
allowing a great deal ol iatrogenic 
(iieaiineni caused disease) illness and 
quackery w ithin its own under 
regulated ranks.

A quote from the March 12, 19 8 I 
New England Journal of Medicine  
speaks to the iatrogenic presence in 
the II.S . Ihe hospital where this study 
was conducted was in New Ingland.

"W e found that 16 percent ol 81$ 
consecutive patients on a general med­
ical service o f a university had an 
iatrogenic illness In 9 percent of all 
petsons admitted the 'incident' was 
considered major in that it threatened 
lilc  or produced considerable dis 
ability.

"W e  defined an iatrogenic illness 
as any illness that resulted from  a 
diagnostic procedure or from  any 
form of therapy.

“ Thus we believe that these criteria 
are conservative; i f  the study had 
judgm ental bias, the effect was to 
underestimate the number of iatro­
genic illnesses.” '

As to the "anti quackery” portion 
of this b ill, let me turn to a recent 
article by in ternationally-know n  
author and pediatrician Robert 
Mendelsohn, M .D .

"The late Morris fishbein, M .D .,  
was a long tunc editor o f the Journal 
of Ihe American Medical Association 
In his lectures on "M edical Quack­
ery" to medical students (myself in-
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eluded) at ihe University of (  hicago. 
Dr fishbein used to give the three 
criteria for quack medicines; I )  un­
proven remedies, 2) highly expensive, 
.1) widely publicized.

"Dow well that definition in« m ost 
<>» Modem Medicine lake, fot exam­
ple cancer chemotherapy. No form  
of catxer c hemolheiapy has ever been 
subjected to controlled scientific study 
in which half Ihe candidates for ther­
apy receive the treatment and the 
other hall do not.

"Oncologiss feel such an experi­
ment would be 'unethical.' I hey be­
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lieve so strongly in their treatment 
that they would not withhold it from  
a single patient. However, they do 
not consider unethical ihe exposure ol 
patients to unproven chemical treat­
ments that can kill them.

"fxic iors rely on ‘historical* con­
trols. fhey boast to patients that 
leukemia used to be 9$ percent fatal 
$0 years ago and now, because of 
treatment, it is only JO percent fatal. 
Hut they don't tell their patients that 
the concept ol 'historical controls’ is 
anathema to true science. Scientists 
know that diseases come and go.

Today we have new diseases — AIDS, 
herpes, toxic shock, I egionnaires' 
disease. Old diseases like scarlet fever 
and rheumatic fever have either prac- 

'lically disappeared or dramatically  
decreased in virulence without any 
help from doctors. I he only controls 
that count in science are 'contempor- 
aneixj-s' controls.

“ Every patient should ask three 
questions of an oncologist who threat­
ens them with chemotherapy or radia­
tion or surgery; I )  'D octor, do all 
your patients follow your advice?’ O f 
course, his answer must be 'no' since

no doctor enjoys a l(M) percent com 
pliance rate 2) 'D o cto r, what hap 
pens to those patients whs» don't fol­
low your advice?' His answer must 
be 'W e don't know,* since doctors 
don't follow jsaticnts who reject their 
advice. 1) ‘ In that case, doctor, how 
do you know that the patients who 
reject your advice don't out survive 
those who accept it?' Since the doctor 
doesn't know the answer to this cru­
cial question, ihe only conclusion is 
that the most dangerous cancer 
quackery today is that which is 
'inside' Modern Medicine
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N eil week Attorney (ieneral 
Hand hrohmeyer, the Oregon Meth 
cal Association and the Oregon 
Naturopath

Please write, respond, ask. 
inquire, demand and

call immediately
Representative Claude Pepper
U S House of Representatives
Washington. D C 1202)224 3121
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