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The new
medical
McCarthyism

America s witnessing a new Mg
Carthyism. This resurgence of op
prossive pohitics s being waged in the

rea of state and national health poli

1w Tromically, one of the single most
ppressive preces of legislation s
bemng promoted by Rep. Claude Pep
per, (D) Flonda, as *“anti-quackery.”
Untortuanately, Representative Claude
Pepper. whose illustrious record as
proponent and author of much of the
octal legaslanon of the New Deal and
Fan Deal, is presently being used by
the AM.A. 10 push its reactionary
legislation to outlaw Naturopathie,
Chiropractuic and other alternative
medicines in the guise of concern
tow the elderl

Flus il woald utilize tederal agen
des such as the LS, Post Office (pre
vent imterstate transport of unaccept
ed herature), the Justice Department,
the F.D.A. and the 1. T.C. 10 oversee
the enforcement of the new regula
fons. What s tnightening about ths
legislation as 1) ol passed in sinnlar
form two years ago only to be
blocked in the LS, Senate, and 2) the
first portion of the bl “*allows the
AMA and its athihiate state orgamza
nons and county medical societies 1o
adjudicate acceptable standards ol
medical practice and medical treat
ment. Any diagnosis or therapy lying
vutside these standards would be
prohibited by law . 1 hose practinoners
who continue 1o practice non aceept
ed techmigues would be considered 1o
be practicing Fraudulently, and would
be subject to crmmmmal Telomes and
dehicensuie ™’

What turthers the wwony is that in
the last decade the F. 1. C. ruled that
the A M. A was intentionally mis
representing and interfering with the
prowth, practice and development of
alternative torms of medicine. The
7.4 ordered a cease and desist
testint on the AAM A Now, il thas
il passes the |1
obhged 1o entorce the AAMA

wishies
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I er’s get 1o the heart of the 1ssue
Are nutrihional counselors, nurse
practitioners, naturopaths, chiro
practors and others nipping off the
elderly? Is there an inherent “*quack
ery'an dictary management of dis
case? Should vitamins be prescrnip
hon ttems? 1 ithank the answer 1o all
these gquestions is a clear NO! Further,
I believe the overt efforts by the
AMOAL and s state atfibate orgam
rahions to repress dietary and herbal
tternatives and the central issue the
treedom 1o choose your own physi
clan or practuinoner, is toa large part
allowing a great deal of atrogenic
(treatiment caused disease) illness and
quackery within s own under
regulated ranks

A quote from the March 12, 1981
New England Journal of Medicine
speaks to the atrogenic presence in
the US. The hospital where this study
was conducted was in New England

“We found that 36 percent of 81§
consecutive patients on a general med
wcal service of a unmiversity had an
iatrogenic illness. In 9 percent of all
persons admitted the “incident” was
considered major in that it threatened
lite or produced considerable dis
abihity,

“We defined anatrogenic illness
as any illness that resulted from a
diagnostic procedure or from any
torm of therapy

“Thus we believe that these criteria
are conservative; iof the study had
judgmental bias, the effect was to
underestimate the number of atro
genic ilinesses.

As to the “anti-quackery™ portion
of thas bill, let me turn to a recent
article by internationally-known
author and pediatrician Robert
Mendelsohn, M.D

“The late Morris Fishbein, M.D..
was a long-time editor of the Journal
of the American Medical Association
In his lectures on **Medical Quack
ery'" to medical students (myself in
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cluded) at the Umiversity of Chicago,
Dr. Fishbein used to give the three
critenia for guack medicines: 1) un
proven remedies, 2) highly expensive,
3 widely publicized

"How well that detimition Lie most
of Modern Medicine. Take, for exam
ple cancer chemotherapy. No form
of cancer chemotherapy has ever been
subjected to controlled scientific study
i which hall the candidates for ther
apy receive the treatment and the
other hall Jdo not

“Oncologiss feel such an ex per
ment would be ‘unethical.” They be
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lieve so strongly in their treatment
that they would not withhold it from
a single patient. However, they do
not consider unethical the exposure of
patients to unproven chemical treat
ments that can kill them

“Doctors rely on ‘historical’ con
trols. Fhey boast to patients that
leukemia used 1o be 95 percent fatal
SO years ago and now, because of
treatment, it s only S0 percent fatal
But they don’t tell their patients that
the concept of *historical controls® is

anathema 1o true science. Scientisits
know that diseases come and go
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Today we have new diseases —AIDS,
herpes, toxic shock, Legionnaires®
disease. Old diseases like scarlet fever
and rheumatic fever have either prac
tically disappeared or dramatically
decreased in virulence without any
help from doctors. The only controls
that count in science are ‘contempor
aneous’ controls

“Every patient should ask three
questions of an oncologist who threat
ens them with chemotherapy or radia
ton or surgery: 1) ‘Doctor, do all
your patients follow your advice?' Of
course, his answer must be ‘no’ since
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no doctor enjoys a 100 percent com
pliance rate. 2) *Doctor, what hap
pens (o those patients who don’t fol
low your advice?' His answer mus!
be ‘We don't know," since doctors
don't follow patients who reject their
advice. 3) ‘In that case, doctor, how
do you know that the patients who
reject your advice don’t out-survive
those who accept it M Since the doctor
doesn't know the answer to this cru
cial question, the only conclusion is
that the most dangerous cancer
quackery today is that which is
“inside’” Modern Medicine. '
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Townsend Letter for Doctors
October 1984, Issue NO 2";1 201

N.EJM. March 12, 1981 p. 63K

"The People's Doctor Vol K, No. K

Nexl week Vttorney CGeneral
David Frohmeyer, the Orexon Medi
cal Association and the COregon
Naiuropath

Please write, respond, ask,
inquire, demand and
call immediately
Representative Claude Pepper
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. (202)224 3121
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