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Foundation official sees So. African progress
by Robert Lothian

A Ford Foundation o ffic ia l and 
South A fric a  expert speaking in 
Portland Thursday, December 6. said 
the current round o f protests in that 
country might lead the opposition  
movement into actions that are “ pre­
mature," bringing on a new round of 
repression that could set it back.

Dr. W illiam  D. Carmichael, Vice 
President o f the Ford Foundation  
with responsibility for its developing 
country programs, had just returned 
from his 18th trip  to South A frica. 
His talk, "South Africa and its Im ­
plications for U.S. Foreign Policy,"  
was sponsored by the W orld Affairs 
Council o f Oregon at the M arrio tt  
Hotel.

Carmichael described a tense and 
explosive situation in a South Africa 
that seems on the verge o f massive 
change. "Though violence is increas­
ing," he said, "there is evidence that 
the violence w ill lead to a just new 
social order and not to a bitter civil 
war."

A series of recent protests by a wide 
range o f the populations o f South 
Africa’s Black townships has caused 
the arrests of 1200 leaders, including 
"frien d s  and grantees," said C a r­
michael. M any townships are under 
occupation by the South A frican  
army, experiencing "atrocities asso­
ciated w ith occupying fo rces ," he 
said.

In addition, he continued, a two- 
day w ork stoppage organized by 
Black unions was 65 - 90 percent suc­
cessful, and "cause o f very consid­
erable concern to the government of 
South A frica."

Dr. William D. Carmlchaal, vice president of the Ford Foundation, 
mingles with the audience following his talk on South Africa and 
its implication for U.S. foreign policy. (Photo: Richard J. Brown)

He described "inhum an and ap­
palling conditions” in the Black town­
ship o f M ongw ali, which he visited 
recently, as an example of the situa­
tion causing the protests. Mongwali, 
with a population of 10,000, has roots 
that go back to 1820 as a mission sta­
tion and successful farming commun 
ity. But the South African govern­
ment considers it a "b lack  spot"  
surrounded by white South Africa. Its 
citizens are considered "surplus peo­
p le," and their town is scheduled to 
be bulldozed, said Carmichael. The 
people w ill be relocated to a home­
land and then whites will resettle their 
former home. " It  is this aspect of sep­
arate development that I think we 
have to pause over," he said.

Carmichael said that some Black

leaders he spoke with, including union 
leaders and the w ile  o f Sieve Biko, 
cautioned that a new layer of opposi­
tion leadership lacking 'he experience 
of those v ‘••s have been arrested could 
cause the protest movement to be 
"p o litic a lly  propelled into actions 
that will bring down a new stage of re­
pression that w ill elim inate a new 
generation o f leaders and start the 
whole cycle o f protest and repression 
all over again."

As he spoke. Bishop Desmond 
Tutu was about to meet with Presi­
dent Reagan and Am erican Black 
leaders continued their protests at the 
South A frican  embassy in W ash­
ington.

The Reagan Tutu meeting signifies 
a positive change in attitude by U.S.

policy makers, who are beginning to 
realize that it ’s "tim e for a dialogue 
with these people,” he said. People in 
the U .S . are realizing that "w h a t 
happens there does affect what hap­
pens here,” he added. The talks also 
represent a signal to South African  
leaders that it is time for them, also, 
to enter into dialogue with Black 
leaders, he said.

Tutu has been critical of Reagan’s 
policy of "constructive engagement" 
with South Africa, calling it "e v il”  
and " im m o ra l."  W hile Reagan's 
policy is ostensibly meant to encour­
age efforts at integration by U .S . 
companies and through selective use 
of U.S. aid, critics say it amounts to 
at least tacit support of the apartheid 
regime.

Constructive engagement, said 
Carmichael, includes quiet diplomacy 
and "avoidance of anything smacking 
of economic warfare, and avoiding 
anything that could be construed as a 
pinprick or negative statement against 
the South African government.”

Carmichael described some positive 
developments within South A frica . 
"Elem ents o f the white population  
recognize that change is called fo r."  
For example, he said, the Black Sash 
organization of mainly white women, 
a grantee of the Ford Foundation, has 
been involved in recent protests, and 
offers paralegal services in some 
townships.

Carmichael spoke against divesti­
ture. He cited the Ford M otor Com ­
pany's recognition of a Black union 
and education programs financed by 
M o bil O il C orporation  as positive 
aspects of U.S. investment.
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Prudent investor rule 
upheld by court

Bogle nixes nuclear zone
Members of the Portland-baaed New Clear Vision confronted 

City Council candidate Dick Bogle, Thursday, December 6th. at his 
campaign headquarters. Responding to their challenge to his oppo­
sition to declaring Portland a nuclear-free zone. Bogle said "Every­
one In his right mind Is against nuclear madness, but the competing 
interests in this Instance are Jobs for the people of Portland and a 
healthy economic climate pitted against what I feel Is an Issue best 
addressed by those charged with national policymaking." Neither 
side changed their position, but Bogle said he would meet with the 
group end thoroughly discuss the matter. Herb Cawthorne. also 
running for the Council seat, supports making Portland a nuclear- 
free zone. (Photo: Richard J. Brown)
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by Robert Lothian

A Lane County circuit court judge 
ruled on December 4 that the State 
Board of Higher Education violated 
the state's "prudent invester”  rule in 
I977 when it voted to divest its en­
dowment fund of stocks held in com­
panies doing business in South Africa.

Student groups had convinced the 
Board to divest itself o f stocks held in 
27 corporations involved in South A f­
rica as a blow against apartheid. The 
endowment fund then totaled S I2  
m illion , about S3 m illion o f which 
was invested in companies with South 
Africa connections. Current endow­
ment fund investments in companies 
that do business in South Africa are 
about $7 m illion  out o f a total o f  
$20 million.

The Oregon Investment Council 
overrode the State Board's I977 deci­
sion with the aid o f an attorney gen­
eral's opinion. The Board’s decision 
to divest was never carried out, which 
explains why the endowment fund  
continues to include investments in 
companies that do business in South 
Africa.

The judge's decision came at a time 
when the debate over divestiture is 
heating up nationwide, and as Black 
and white leaders and celebrities con­
tinue to be arrested at South African 
embassies in Washington and other 
cities. The ruling appears to be a set­
back to the divestiture movement in 
Oregon, but student leaders said that 
at least the court battle gave the issue 
some publicity. Lawyers said the de­
cision would be appealed.

The State Board of Education must 
abide by the state's prudent investor 
rule, according to the judge. That rule 
stipulates that investment decisions 
must be based first and foremost on 
economic factors, such as the likeli­
hood o f adequate return on invest­
ments. Social considerations can be 
taken into account, said the judge, 
but only when it is clear that other 
factors arc equal.

The students’ lawyers were unsuc­
cessful in their attempt to prove that 
investments in South A frica did not 
yield as much as other investments, 
and were therefore not prudent. The 
judge did call for public forums where 
goals for future investment could be 
discussed.

The lawsuit was filed by a coalition 
of student groups opposed to apart­
heid who sought to overturn the I978 
attorney general’s opinion.
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“ Dick Bogle will continue Charles Jordan’s pace and 
style on the Portland City Council. His willingness to 
listen and consider all points of view will bring balance 
and stability to the Council. He will honestly and 
fairly represent all the people of Portland. We urge 
everyone who agrees we need this style of leadership 
to vote on Tuesday, December 18 for Dick Bogle.”

HARVEY LOCKETT
Assistant to former 
Commissioner Charles 
Jordan, 1977-84

PAT SWAN
Administrative 
Secretary to former 
Commissioner Charles 
Jordan, 1981-84
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Maurice Barron, 49. has baan 
elected Vice Présidant and Direc­
tor of Taxation of Safeway 
Stores. Incorporated. Barron la a 
Certified Public Accountant and 
baa a BA In accounting and an 
M BA In taxation and baa baan 
wttb Safeway nine year«.

VOTE DICK BOGLE 
December 18

Paid, Committee to Elect Dick Bogle. Kim Jordan. Treasurer


