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Black identity key
to church growth

Black identity can be key to a Black
church's growth, according to pastors
of three of the fastest-growing con-
gregations in the 1.7 million member
United Church of Christ.

A predominantly-white denomina-
fion, the United Church has shown
overall membership declines during
the past decade, slipping from 1.9
million in 1973. But thanks to striking
gains in some congregations, its Black
membership has increased from
43,400 in 1973 10 53,450 in 1981.

The reason is Black theology, com-
munity service activities and Black
music augmented by use of the media
for evangelism, say the ministers of
trinity United Church of Christ, Chi-
cago; Shaker Heights Community
United Church of Christ, Ohio, and
People’s Congregational Church,
Washington, D.C.

““New members at Trinity are
taught, ‘We are unashamedly Black
and unapologetically Christian’,”’
pastor Jeremiah Wright points out.

“As a result of Martin Luther King
Jr.'s death, Blacks started affirming
their own roots and heritage,’" he ex-
plains. *‘Our members asked them-
selves, ‘Are we going to be a Black
church in the Black community or a
white church in Black face?’ "
“They opted to discard the upper-
middle-class ‘typical congregational
parish’ that specializes in European
liturgical forms, European music and
an occasional ‘Negro spiritual’,”” he
reports. ‘‘Instead, they adopted a
worship style that speaks directly to
the Black community, incorporating
Black preaching and Black music."

Trinity has over 3,600 active mem-
bers today; it had 87 in 1972. The
church was recognized as the United
Church’s fastest-growing congrega-
tion at the denomination's 1983 gen-
eral Synod.

Membership at Shaker Heights
Community Church has jumped from
six people in 1980 to 625 currently
under the leadership of Charles Reese,
who also rejects domination by main-
stream theology.

“‘Black churches have had to strue-

gle between white European theology
and theology true to themselves,'’ he
remarks. ‘‘Most of us have opted for
white European theology."

Some Black churches, however,
“have done a tremendous job in ad-
justing theology,"" he points out. *‘It
needs to be more explicitly done in the
United Church of Christ."’

At Peoples Congregational
Church, were membership has leaped
from 700 in 1968 to 1,600 today,
pastor A. Knighton Stanley joins his
colleagues in distinguishing Black
theology from white theology.

*“Most white preaching does not get
many people to aspire to a higher
internal spiritual order and only oc-
casionally addresses social justice
issues,”’ he notes. ‘‘Black ministers
preach to the aspirations of people,
telling people how to be better about
love, power and justice.”’

Such issues are also reflected in
the community services Peoples Con-
gregational provides. They include
day care, free food and clothing pro-
grams, a youth foundation and a so-
cial service training program for lay
members.

Similarly, Trinity has a food co-op,
a credit union and is developing low-
income housing. Shaker Heights has
senior citizens and alcohol abuse pro-
grams, a hunger center that feeds
250 people a month, a clothing center
and financial counseling.

In line with their theological em-
phases, the three churches blend
Black anthems, spirituals and hymns
with European music.

“‘One can't separate music from
Black theology,”" Mr. Reese feels.
“We don't ignore Beethoven,
Strauss and Bach because all music is
for Black folks, but what we bring to
it is our very soul.”

Mr. Stanley charges white churches
with believing that ‘‘no cultural ex-
pressions in religion are valid except
European expressions.”’

“*On any given Sunday at Trinity,
the worshiper will hear the full spec-
trum of Black music, from the com-
mon meter hymn, to the traditional
songs, up to the latest Andre Crouch
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21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name
] JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.

22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was
M spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying,

g 23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son,
and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is,

B God with us.
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Bishop Steiner speaks to school children during his visit to St.

Andrews Church.

(Photo: Richard J. Brown)

St. Andrews honors patron

by Robert Lothian

November 30 is St. Andrew's feast
day, and each November 30th, St.
Andrew Catholic Church does some-
thing special to honor their patron
saint.

This year the fifth and sixth graders
from St. Andrew School conducted
the Friday morning mass, on the
theme **Friendship and Serving Oth-

rs."" they were joined by a special
guest, auxiliary bishop of the Port-
land Catholic Archdiocese, Kenneth
Steiner, who gave the homilie.

Under a bright red banner pro-
claiming Martin Luther King's *‘l
have a dream,’’ the children read
from the 23rd Psalm anc other Bible
selections, and led those assembled in
prayer.

Steiner, dressed in white robes, di-
rected thoughts of friendship to other
countries — Ethiopia, Latin America
and Poland. *‘If we realize that ev-
eryone in the world are our brothers
and sisters, there would be no poverty
or starvation,’’ he said.

“God's friends are our friends, and
that means we should be friends with
everyone. . . . we all belong to one hu-
man family."”

Steiner then blessed presents which
the students later presented to the
staffs of the St, Andrew social service
programs — Health Help medical
clinic, the legal clinic, and the Jesuit
volunteer house. The children de-
livered the presents and messages of
thanks for work performed by the so-
cial services during the year.

Among the special presents was
$10.66 raised by the students them-
selves at a Thanksgiving party, which
they entrusted to bishop Steiner to be
sent for famine relief in Ethiopia.

Steiner had recently returned from
the Catholic Bishop's conference in
Washington, D.C., which produced
the historic pastoral letter on the eco-
nomic state of the U.S. and the world.
The letter calls for sweeping reforms
to bring economic justice to the
poor. Instead of staying at the Hilton
with most of the other bishops, the

Christmas
concert set

The Chancel Choir of Mount Oli-
vet Baptist Church, under the direc-
tion of Carl T. Harris, presents its
Christmas concert, December 9th, at
5 p.m. at Mount Olivet Baptist
Church, N.E. Ist and Schuyler
Streets. No admission.

Let’s keep Christ

in Christmas

The ‘“Keep Christ in Christmas’’
festival will hold its 31st Annual
Christmas Advent festival in the
downtown Portland Hilton Hotel
ballroom, Sunday, December 9,
1984, 12 noon till 8 p.m. Admission
is free. For information, please call
281-6543 or 254-8312.

ST. PHILLIPS ANGELS
CHICKEN BOX LUNCH
120 N.E. Knott
Sunday, Dec. 16, 1984
11:30to2p.m.
Carry Out or Eat There

Northwest delegation stayed in Black
parishes in the Washington area dur-
ing the conference, said Steiner.

While at St. Andrew, Steiner visited
classes at St. Andrew School, accom-
panied by principal James S. Harri-
son. *‘l do try to get around to the
different classes and schools,"’ said
Steiner. *'(The children) usually have
plenty of questions about what a
bishop does."’
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Corner of 8th and Skidmore h
Sunday School 9:30am .
Sunday Worship 11.00am
Chnistian Youth Fellowship 6:00pm
(second and fourth Sundays)

Elonza J. Edwards (Pastor)

SOUL CITY
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Records - Pool Tables - Video
Games - Top 100 ‘New Releases’
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826 N. Killingsworth
286-2564
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Gospel Train ’Aﬁ‘
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Sunday
Mornings

The Greater St. Stephen Missionary Baptist Church
Telephone: 287-6691 or 666-1677
““The Church on the Grow"' |l Peters 3:18
Pastor A. Bernard Devers, |
3924 N. Williams Ave.
Telephone: 287-6691 or 281-0647

Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. * Wednesday Evening, 6:30 p.m

Sunday Worship, 11:00 a.m. * Sunday Evening, 7:00 p.m
Wednesday Evening, 6 30 p m

Come We Have a Place Where You Can Serve

Pastor & Barvard Devers |

THE MOUNT OLIVET BAPTIST CHURCH
N.E. First & Schuyler = 284-1964

.
i P
o K John M. Jackson, Ministe:, M_Ed., M.D
[

9:30 A M. Church School
| N 11:00 A M. Congregational Worship
W b 500 P M. Vesper Service
\ " 1000 A M_Baptism Fourth Sunday
11 00 Communion Each Furst Sunday
The American Baptist Convention, American Baptist Churches of
Oregon: Lott Carey Foreign Mission Convention: National, Oregon,
Portland Ecumenical Ministries, American Bible Society, M.BM
Board
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WHY BE BALD?

Broadway Hairweevers b
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281-9496

UNITY OF LOVE
BEAUTY SALON

Corr i o mae
Lannie, Carobyn & Jarics

6720 N.E. UNION
2834123

FRIDAY S BEAUTY SUPPLY
Whaokessts sl Ratad e ey
Dt 1 oe aan o Jet and Ebory

ABBA NE Union
37 558
12 NE 18th
249 0383

CALL

T DAILY
530 AM-900 PM

7:30 AM

0000000000000 0000000
CLEANERS

ELK CLEANERS
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500 N.W. 23rd Avenue
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Fran White
Appliances &8 T.V.

—
e Sales — e Leasing
e Service e Parts

ALWAYS A GOOD SELECTION OF
NEW AND USED CARS AND TRUCKS

SERVICE DEPARTMENT HOURS
5:00 PM MONDAY THRU FRIDAY

Swien b Sereacen ® i

smrmes o W
Yaarn ¢ O of the word § most

I T Y

5001 N.E. Union
(Corner of Alberta)
288 5303

284 -1105

307 NE BROADWAY PORTLAND
EXECUTIVE CUSTOM

Tailoring International
Men-Women-Children
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PHIL REYNOLDS
MEDICAL CLINIC
Walter C Reynoids. M D
KalpanaH Radev M D
Physicians B Surgeons
156 N. Morris St
287-4532

9 “GENERATIONS"

4624 N.E. 9th
211638

THE OTHER SIDE
RESTAURANT

IS NOW OPEN. Serving Mickory

Smobed Bar Be Que and Sowibern

Cwivine. Mowrs Mon - Thersday, 11 00

am 0@pm Fri A% |1 M0am

lpm Senday 100 pm Y00 pm
Carry Onet — MY Vo4

838 N. Killingsworth

A AT SOA TN A TN

819 Kilingeworth St.
(603} 2809914

BARB'S
Stop-A-Minit Mart
2 N. Killingsworth

Moa Thar T@0am 11 90p ™
Friday T80 a m 12004 m
Seterday ¥O0am 11w
Sundey Y0 am |1 M0p =

Phone: 284-3979




