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Celebrating Palestine Solidarity day were (1-41 
Faith Mayhew. Native American Resource Network; 
Fayez Mohamad. Palestine Solidarity Committee; 
Barbara M alik. Palestine Solidarity Committee;

Mazin Malik. General Union of Palestinian Students; 
Angela Morales. Portland Central American Soli­
darity Committee, and Ron Herndon. Black United 
Front. (Photo: Richard J. Brown)

Palestinians celebrate unity
by Robert Lothian

A right-wing movement within  
Israel is becoming stronger in its drive 
to move Palestinians from their tradi­
tional homeland, according to Mazin 
Malik, a representative of the General 
Union o f Palestinian Students in 
Portland.

Malik spoke to a small but enthusi­
astic audience of Palestine supporters 
gathered Sunday evening at Old  
Wives’ Tales restaurant to celebrate 
the U N.-declared “ international day 
of solidarity with the Palestinian 
people," which was November 29.

Anti-Palestinian sentiment within 
Israel is focused on the West Bank 
area, said M alik . The West Bank of 
the Jordan River, occupied by Israel, 
is where many Palestinians settled 
after they were removed from  their 
traditional homeland in what is now 
Israel after W orld W ar I I .  A move­
ment led by a conservative rabbi is 
now seeking to displace still further 
the Palestinians living in three refugee 
camps on the West Bank, he said.

This movement seeks " to  displace 
the Palestinian population all over the 
place so they will not be a threat to the 
Israeli slate,”  he said. "This is a tactic 
used by Israel all the tim e ."  M alik  
aLso said the recent attack on a bus in 
which 17 Palestinians died was carried 
out by a right-wing Israeli terrorist 
organization "whose major task in

Fishing rights investigated
by Robert Lothian

Amnesty International's 1984 re­
port lists fishing rights disputes in­
volving Colum bia River Indians as 
one o f three human rights problems 
being investigated by Amnesty with 
intheU .S .

On October 10th, according to the 
report, an Amnesty observer attend­
ed a pretrial hearing in Wasco Coun­
ty Circuit Court in The Dalles. Trials 
there involve Indians accused of vio­
lating federal and state fishing regu­
lations. Some Indians have been sen­
tenced up to five years in prison for 
the alleged violations.

The defendants deny the charges 
and allege that they have been subject 
to selective and discriminatory prose­
cution because of their ethnic origin. 
They also cnarge that they are being 
made the scapegoats for record low 
salmon runs in order to protect the 
interests of the commercial fishing in­
dustry.

life is to destroy the habitations of 
the Palestinian people."

Speakers from the Palestine Soli­
darity Com m ittee, sponsors o f the 
event, added that Israel is providing 
an official umbrella for anti-Palestin­
ian activities within Israel while it 
pursues an expansionist military poli­
cy in occupied Lebanon and abuses 
the civil rights of the Palestinians who 
live there. The Palestine Soliarity  
thanked the organizations and ind i­
viduals present for their support o f 
Palestine.

Regina Brody, representing the 
Portland chapter o f New Jewish 
Agenda, made it clear that not all 
Jewish people support Israel’s anti- 
Palestinian policies. "Israel should 
get out o f occupied territories," she 
said.

Ron Herndon of the Black United 
Front decried “ the absente of fairness 
in discussing Palestine.”  The United 
States does itself a tremendous dis­
service, for instance, said Herndon, 
by characterizing the Palestine L ib ­
eration O rganization (P L O ) as ter­
rorist.

Herndon also criticized the segre­
gation o f Jewish and Arab students 
in Israel's school system, and a tax 
system which makes Arab commun­
ities in Israel pay more and receive 
less. Also, " th e  same laws that the 
British used to jail Jews are now being

"Am nesty at this point has not 
made a determination, they are just 
there to observe," cautioned Susan 
Emmons, Amnesty International 
local coordinator in Portland. " A t  
this point (hey are still investigating."

A fter the case is thoroughly re­
searched and if  a determination is 
made that the rights o f the Indians 
have been violated, said Emmons, 
those Indians deemed to have been 
jailed unjustly w ill be adopted as 
"prisoners of conscience.”

They will be adopted by an Amnes­
ty group in a foreign country, she 
said. The group will write letters and 
send telegrams to put pressure on 
U.S. authorities.

The other U.S. cases being investi­
gated by the prestigious international 
human rights group include (he im ­
prisonment o f American Indian  
Movement activist Leonard Peltier, 
and their main concern, the rapid 
increase since 1976 of the number ( I I )

used against Arabs," he said.
" I f  this country can question Rus­

sia about the way it treats its citizens, 
and Nicaragua about the way it treats 
its citizens, then it should also ques­
tion the way Israel treats A rabs,"  
said Herndon.

A solidarity message from the W il­
lamette Valley Immigration Project 
followed, offering friendship between 
the Mexican and Palestinian people, 
and Faith M ayhew, o f the Native  
American Resource Network, o f­
fered similar greetings on behalf of 
Indian people. "W e'll always be there 
and stand in support," said Mayhew.

Angela Morales, coordinator of the 
Portland Central America Solidarity 
Committee, spoke of "the bonds that 
unite the people o f Palestine and the 
people o f Central A m erica ." She 
reminded those present that Israel is a 
major arms supplier to Guatemala 
and El Salvador, and that Israel also 
supported the Nicaraguan dictator 
Samoza.

A prominent Palestinian flag cov­
ered the wall behind the speakers, 
along with posters and traditional cos­
tumes. The General Union of Pales­
tinian Students entertained by singing 
the Palestine National Anthem in 
their native language, and they per­
formed a "d uepke,”  a folk dance 
dedicatd to "th e  workers o f the 
land."

of U.S. executions.
Amnesty works worldwide to end 

torture and the death penalty " in  all 
cases without reservation.”  The o r­
ganization also works for the release 
of “ prisoners of conscience" — men, 
women and children detained any­
where because of their beliefs, color, 
sex, ethnic origin, language or religion 
provided they have neither used nor 
advocated violence, and the group 
works to obtain fair and prompt trials 
for all political prisoners.

Since it was founded in 1961, A m ­
nesty International has intervened on 
behalf o f more than 20,000 prisoners 
in over a hundred countries. The 
organization has 500,000 members 
and supporters in 150 countries, and 
13,000 in the U.S.

Amnesty International works un­
der the mandate o f the United N a­
tions Universal Declaration o f H u ­
man rights. It received the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1977.

Portland schools flunk 
Black students more
by Lanita Duke

G R A S S R O O T N E W S . N .W . —  
The effectiveness of education is mea­
sured by the scores on a student's 
achievement test.

According to the basic achieve­
ment scores of Black students and 
Early Childhood Education Centers, 
the Portland Public Schools are 
flunking in their efforts to educate the 
inner city and population of color.

For the last 15 years Black students 
have started and stayed behind in 
basic skill achievement. In Reading, 
Mathematics and Language usage. 
Black students score 10 points behind 
and stay 10 points behind their white 
counterparts.

For Black 5th grade students their 
Language Usage score is 202. For 
whites it's 212. By the time the stu­
dents enter 8th grade the Black stu­
dent score is 212, while for white 
students the scare is 224.

In Reading and Math the same pat­
tern follows. Walt Hathaway, Direc­
tor of Research and Development for 
PPS, said educational gains arc made 
but the level is different.

This discrepancy starts in the Early 
Childhood Education Centers. Analy­
sis shows the performance level of five 
ECECs (W oodlawn, Vernon, King, 
Hum boldt and Boise) to be signifi­
cantly below the district's average. A l­
though the gap between ECECs and 
the district has been decreased since 
1980-81, an educational hole exists

Racism ends
by Lanita Duke

G R A S S R O O T  N E W S . N .W . —  
Did a poor administrative decision 
alter the original focus of the Council 
on Prostitution Alternatives (COPA)?  
Has the atmosphere created by this 
decision alienated the only inner city 
service provider geared for people of 
color?

According to some members o f 
CO PA a shallow decision by the new­
ly hired coordinator and the regimen­
tation that followed the influx o f city 
dollars changed the council’ s focus 
from helping women who need help 
the most to those who need help the 
least. And Lisa C lay, d irector o f 
Friends o f Sisters o f (he Streets 
(S .O .S .) — the only service provider 
in inner Northeast — is resigning be­
cause, " I  no longer feel comfortable 
being on COPA because of the direc­
tion the council is taking."

The Council was the brainchild of 
various service providers, form er 
M ultnom ah County Commissioner 
Gladys M cCoy and C ity  Com m is­
sioner Margaret Strachan, who react­
ed to the C ity’s new mandatory min­
imum fines and imprisonment for 
prostitution. They educated C ity  
Council members to the need to pro­
vide alternative opportunities for 
adult prostitutes who wanted to leave 
"the life.”

C O P A  was formed to coordinate 
existing services for prostitutes. This 
realistic approach to a complex prob­
lem was ushered in with a $96,(XX) ap­
propriation from the city to fund a 
coordinator and provide a service 
fund for client access.

It was during the process to hire a 
coordinator that charges of bureau­
cratic insensitivity from  the C ity 's  
Bureau o f Hum an Resources sur-

and Black children are falling 
through.

Dr. W illiam  G erald, Director o f 
Instruction for the Jefferson Cluster 
where these ECECs are located, did 
not have a definite answer as to why 
this academic disproportion exists. 
" I ’m afraid to use the example of kids 
coming from low socioeconomic en­
vironments because that is a contro­
versial statement. But we (D istrict) 
take demographic factors and relate 
those if they apply."

Karen Powell, Education Program 
Director for American Friends Serv­
ice Committee, said teacher attitudes 
play a bigger part in low achievement 
scores. "Som e teachers work from  
the notion that these kids can’t learn. 
Therefore, they (teachers) are putting 
forth less effort."

Powell took issue with the explana­
tion that the child's environment 
was to blame for this low achieve­
ment. " A l l  the excuses are negative 
toward Black children. Parents are 
victims o f that same educational sys­
tem and if they did not get it in school 
it's hard for them to help or teach 
their child something they did not 
receive.”

Gerald and Hathaw ay said eco­
nomic backgrounds was more o f a 
determining factor than race. "L oo k­
ing at the achievement scores of chil­
dren receiving free lunches, we found 
similar achievement levels. So, the 
data says achievement is related to

prostitute program

With her daughter Jesse looking on, Lisa Clay, director of Friends 
of Siatera of the Streeta (S.O.S ). will continue ita operatlona from 
her home after being alienated by the Council on Proatitution Al- 
ternativea. (Photo: Richard J. Brown)

faced. Paul Salgado, director of 
Friendship U n lim ited , said, " O u t ­
siders and newcomers felt that a delay 
would jeopardize funding."

But Clay and others questioned the 
council's A ffirm a tiv e  Action out­
reach. " I  asked if job announcements 
were sent to m inority  newspapers 
and if  the Urban League was con­
tacted."

Ann Kohler, co-chair o f C O P A , 
said announcements were sent to 
minority newspapers and added that 
the Urban League was contacted. 
How ever, sources at the Urban  
League employment office said they 
never received the job notice.

Over some objections Susan H unt­
er was hired and within two weeks an 
incident of misunderstanding caused 
her to list the operations of S.O.S. as 
suspended.

Two Sections

family income," Hathaway reasoned
Powell, who spends hundreds o f 

hours monitoring classrooms in 
ECECs, said she has observed Black 
students achieving the same level as 
whites. “ But these students are more 
likely to be female, light-skinned and 
using all their 'pleases' and 'thank- 
yous.' They are the ones the teacher 
pushes and challenges.”

Powell and Gerald predicted an in­
crease in the drop-out rate and stu­
dents receiving modified diplomas if  
this trend is allowed to continue.

In June, 1984, 58 Black students 
spent 12 years in school and were un­
able to read, write and perform math 
at an 8th grade level. A lthough the 
Black student population is less than 
10 percent o f the total district aver­
age, these students made up 24 per­
cent of those receiving modified d i­
plomas.

One of the ways to check this trend 
is to monitor the district, classrooms 
and teachers. Gerald and Powell 
advocated parents to make their 
child ’s classroom a second home. 
"A sk that your child be challenged 
and pushed. But above all, demand 
homework!" Powell said.

Gerald added, "G et involved and 
know what the school’s program is 
all about. Develop a communica 
lion system between the school and 
home."

If  these stop-gap measures are not 
implemented, society and students 
will be the biggest losers.

Clay said in October she had two 
clients living with her who ran up 
$170 in long distance telephone 
charges After arranging other shelter 
for the women, Clay requested that 
they leave.

The clients contacted Hunter and 
said Clay kicked them out of S.O.S. 
W ithout contacting C lay . Hunter 
suspended S .O .S . as a service p ro ­
vider recognized by C O P A . " M y  in­
tent was to get housing for these wo­
men If  I spoke poorly of S .O .S ., it 
was u n in ten tio n a l,"  Hunter ex­
plained.

When Hunter introduced the sus­
pension of S .O.S. to C O P A , it out­
raged some members. Kathy Oliver 
from  O utside-In , an Intake service 
provider for C O P A , voiced her con­
cern in a letter to CO PA.
(Pteaxe turn r<- Rage I I .  Column If


