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Oregonians favor increased 
funds for higher education

E U G E N E  — A great majority of 
Oregonians believe the Legislature 
should provide additional funding  
fo r public higher education and 
that the brightest students do not 
have to leave the state to get an ex­
cellent education, a new public  
opinion survey conducted at the 
University of Oregon shows.

The survey, released at a news 
conference showed many poilive at­
titudes tow ard the U n ivers ity  o f 
Oregon as well, but also what might 
be considered an “ in fo rm atio n  
gap”  about its specific programs  
and services. On the question of sup­
port, 71 percent o f the respondents 
said higher education should receive 
more funding, 15 percent disagreed 
prepared for careers and 55 percent 
say the university helps business and 
economic development in the state.

However, 62 percent o f respond­
ents said the average Oregonian is 
not well informed about the univer­
sity.

This "in fo rm ation  gap" showed 
up again when people were asked 
whether the University of Oregon is 
the best institution in the state to at­
tend to study science, with 19 per­
cent agreeing, 19 percent 
disagreeing and 62 percent having 
no opinion or no response. The uni­
versity's science programs were vir­
tually  disbanded during the 1930s 
and 1940s. but today have consis­
tently  high national rankings. In

Here's one presidential cabinet we can all be 
proud ofl The recent student council elections at 
Humbolt Grade School yielded these results: II rl 
Kenya Browder, chairperson: Ricky Briggs, treesur-

ar; Sara Rosenberg, vice president; Thelme Brown. 
Humbolt principal; Nie Grey, student council presi 
dent; Violet Gordan. secretary end Zena Walker, 
chairperson (Photo: Richard J. Brown)

addition, six o f the eight professors 
in Oregon who are members o f the 
prestigious N ational Academy of 
Sciences are U O  faculty members.

The survey was conducted by the 
O ffice o f University Relations, us­
ing standard polling methods. Fac­
ulty in the College o f Business A d ­
ministration and the Department of 
Planning, Public Policy and M a n ­
agement served as consultants.

The survey o f 387 random ly se­
lected Oregonians was conducted by 
telephone from  6:30 to 8:30 p .m . 
June 25-28. Analysis o f the results 
was completed recently.

The sample was stratified so that 
the percentage of people in the sam­
ple fro m  each region o f the state 
matched the percentage o f the pop­
u la tion  liv in g  in that region. The  
margin for error is plus or minus 5 
percent.

" T h e  university conducted this 
survey to see what Oregonians are 
thinking about the university today, 
and to check attitudes on several is­
sues relating to higher education as 
a w h o le .“  said W ayne K u rlin s k i. 
vice president fo r university  
relations.

"T h e  findings suggest we have a 
significant better image or reputa­
tion than many people assumed we 
h a d ,"  K urlinski said, adding that 
the university must do more o f what 
survey respondents asked fo r, 
namely tell them more about the in­

stitution.
On another question, 42 percent 

said the university's image has im ­
proved over the last 10 years, 16 
percent disagreed and 42 percent 
had no opinion or response. C o m ­
ments included, " N o t as liberal or 
radical, more practical" and "H ear  
more positive things about it from  
students.”

On a question about campus life, 
54 percent agreed the University o f 
Oregon provides a wholesome en­
vironment for its students, 6 percent 
disagreed and 40 percent had no 
opinion.

Concerning costs, 39 percent said 
the cost of a UO  education is within 
reach o f the average Oregonian, 32 
percent disagreed and 29 percent 
had no o p in io n . Those o ffe rin g  
comments said, " It 's  getting close," 
and urged the university to  o ffe r  
more academic scholarships.

Asked if  the university under­
stands the average person in O re ­
gon, 39 percent agreed, 12 percent 
disagreed and 49 percent had no 
opin ion  or response. One person 
com m ented, " M o s t universities  
don't understand the average person 
and aren't designed to. Universities 
should teach truth and develop new 
ideas.”

" O v e ra ll ,  the survey shows 
positive attitudes towards the un i­
vers ity ,'* K u rlinsk i said.

Reymundo Marin, moderator of Tueaday'a city 
council campaign debate, look« on as candidates 
Herb Cewthorne and Dick Bogle square otf on 
Rogers Cablesystem's Spectrum Show The candi 
dates answered questions from a multi-ethnic

panel on issues ranging from prostitution to the 
South African cultural boycott The live debate will 
be rebroadcast Tuesday, December 4. at 8 p.m.; 
Monday. December 10. at 8 p.m. end on Friday. 
December 14, at 5 p.m.. ell on Cable Channel 23.

(Photo: Richard J. Brownl

Jamaican rights policies criticized
Amnesty International last week 

urged the Jamaican authorities to 
heed the opinion of two government 
appointed expert committees and stop 
using the death penally.

The evidence showed no effect on 
the crime rale, according to research 
by those committees cited in a new 
Amnesty International report, Ja­
maica: The Death Penalty. Those sent 
to the gallows were overwhelmingly 
those who could not afford  private 
lawyers — the underprivileged, the 
uneducated, the poor — it said.

Amnesty International, a human 
rights movement o f more than 
$00,000 members and supporters 
around the world, opposes the death 
penalty anywhere as cruel and in ­
human punishment and violation of 
the right to life.

Hanging, the mandatory punish­
ment for murder in Jamaica, was re­
sumed in I9H0 after a four year pause 
although an expert committee was 
still examining the problem at the 
time.

The committee, headed by H. A u­
brey Fraser, Former Judge o f the 
Tnrudad and I obago Supreme Court, 
acknowledged that there was public 
support for hanging in reaction to 
violent crime. But the committee’s 
research showed no correlation be­
tween the crime rate and hanging.

Although gun killings were the 
prime cause of public support for the 
death penally, the committee’s study 
showed that this type of murder was 
particularly unlikely to result in cap­

ture and trial. Many o f the people 
hanged were found guilty of murder 
in quarrels or other emotional situa­
tions, the evidence showed.

The committee interviewed 40 
men on death row and found most 
had never been convicted of any crime 
before the one for which they were 
condemned to die.

As Amnesty International has 
found in other parts o f the world, 
most of the people put to death were 
those who did not plan to k ill, the 
overwhelming m ajority came from  
the lowest socio-economic groups.

The Fraser Comm ittee was the 
second officially appointed body to 
challenge the use of hanging In 1975, 
a commission headed by Dr. Lloyd 
Barnett concluded that hanging "does 
not serve the purpose for which it

Nostalgia ain't what it used to be
hy Stan Gilliam
Sacramento. Calif.. «<’»'

The last hurrahs have ceased 
echoing, but still worth noting is a 
bit of campaign rhetoric reprinted in 
the Sacramento Valley Union Labor 
Bulletin:

"T he profits of corporations have 
doubled while workers’ wages have 
only increased hy one q uarter. 
Prices have climbed. Labor has been 
handcuffed. Social Security bene 
f its .. . .  snatched away from almost 
a m illio n  w orkers. Tax reduction  
bills benefit the higher income

was devised.”
the Barnett Commission found that

the long period spent wailing to be 
hanged constituted cruel and inhu­
mane punishment in itself. Some 
convicts have spent up to nine years 
awaiting execution in Jamaica in 
recent years.

The inhumanity of their long wait 
was cited by five men who appealed 
in 1979 to the Judicial Committee of 
the Privy Council in England, the 
final appeal court in Jamaican law, 
before executions resumed in Jamai­
ca Although the United Kingdom  
like many other countries no longer 
uses the death penalty, the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council held 
in 1982, by a 3-2 vote, that their ex­
ecution would be lawful under Ja 
maica's constitution.

brackets alone.
" In  the false name o f economy, 

millions of children have been de 
prived o f m ilk once provided  
through the federal school lunch  
program I  his was the p ayo ff the 
Republicans promised and this is 
why we must have new faces 
Democratic faces!"

The year was 1948 and the speak 
er, in a nationw ide radio address, 
was — are you ready fo r this? — 
Ronahl Reagan Suppose the presi 
dcntial memory goes back that lar?

ENERGY FOCUS: Fireplace safety urged for the holidays
The scene is the living room in a 

typical home in Suburbia, U .S .A . 
Dad sits in his favorite chair, his eyes 
trained on the daily newspaper Mom  
owns her favorite spot on the sofa, 
and she sneaks pecks at the television 
set in between stitches on her needle­
point. The kids are perched next to 
the T V, of course, while Rover rests 
quietly just a few feet away.

What has drawn this very stereo­
typical family together on this chilly 
November evening? The warmth of a 
roaring fireplace.

It's no accident that fireplaces are 
making a comeback on the nation’s 
new housing scene Everyone loves to 
sit by the f ire .. .  watching the flames,

listening to the crackling wood and 
oasking in the w arm , com fortable  
glow.

There’s a flip  side to  this story, 
though, according to the Dictograph 
Security Inform ation Bureau, every 
year, nearly 15,000 Americans require 
some type o f hospital treatment for 
fireplace-related injuries. And in most 
cases. Dictograph officials stress, the 
injuries could have been prevented 
had the person in question followed 
certain guidelines.

Keep in m ind, first o f all, that a 
fireplace works as follows. When the 
logs are ignited, using crumpled news­
paper, kindling and a match, the 
draft of the open flue draws fresh air

from the room to the hot logs, up into 
the flue and out the chimney, this 
process is called convection.

"But before you start a fire, there 
are several points to consider, ex­
plains Bill M abee, a form er police 
chief and currently the director of the 
Dictograph Security In form ation  
Bureau. Dictograph Security Sys­
tems of f lorham Park, N J., is widely 
regarded as the w orld's foremost 
residential security specialist, with 
nearly one million burglar and fire 
alarm systems installed nationwide 
and overseas.

" A ll  fireplaces should be cleaned 
by trained personnel at least once a 
year, and more often if used frequent

ly ,"  Mabee adds. "Such cleanings 
will rid the flue of creosote buildup, 
which can catch fire. It is also advis­
able to check the construction of 
the entire fireplace completely to en 
sure that smoke will move up the flue 
and exit via the chimney."

It is important Io take a g<x>d look 
at the vicinity of the fireplace Mabee 
recommends that homeowners re­
move all rugs and newspapers from  
the area, not to mention flammable 
liquids that should never be stored in 
a home anyway.

" A n d , just to be safe," he adds, 
"purchase a Class A fire extinguisher 
and keep it near the fireplace "  
f / ’frtise turn to Page 9, I  olumn /J


