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OBSERVATIONS
FROM THE SIDELINES

B Y Kathryn Hall Boglt

Whan you're  
running hot!

B
E T H  P. W IL S O N , honored  

C a lifo rn ia  ed ucational con ­
su ltan t, poet, and au th or o f  five  

books for children, recently slipped 
into Portland for a quiet visit with  
an old frien d . H o w ever, w ord  o f  
her presence spread and soon she 
was deluged w ith  requests fo r ad ­
vice and consultation time regard­
ing some part o f her professional 
experience.

A  native o f T aco m a, W ash ing ­
ton, Wilson is a graduate of College 
o f Puget Sound. H e r advanced  
work, done at University of C a lifo r­
nia at Loa Angeles, was followed by 
20 years o f teaching in the elemen­
tary  schools o f O a k la n d . W ilson  
was the second o f O akland's Black 
teachers in the public schools sys­
tem.

From her teaching career she re­
tired  to w rite  books fo r ch ild ren . 
Wilson retains a life membership in 
P T A , she maintains an active parti­
cipation with civic and professional 
groups involved w ith parents, she 
Is listed in W ho's W ho o f American 
W om en and the W o rld 's  W h o ’ s 
W ho  o f W om en. She is a member 
and fo rm er board m em ber o f  the 
Californ ia W riters' Club and o f the 
A lp h a  Kappa A lp h a  s o ro rity . 
A w ards have been bestowed on 
W ilson by the C a lifo rn ia  Associa­
tion  o f Teachers o f  E nglish , the 
National Council o f Negro Women, 
Today's W om en, Inc ., Delta Sigma 
Theta and The Links, Inc.

In Portland, Wilson’s only public 
appearance, tin evening o f poetry, 
was arranged quickly by Poet N a ­
thaniel Scott o f Portland State U n i­
versity and by Pamela Russ Glaster, 
poet, school teacher and co-owner 
o f G ingerbread  Bookhouse on 
N .E . Union Avenue.

A  m ixed audience o f  ch ild ren , 
parents, authors and other interest­
ed readers o f prose and poetry filled 
the browsing rooms o f Gingerbread 
Bookhouse on Saturday evening. 
Wilson read highlights from her five 
books, all available in local school 
libraries. T itles are M a rtin  Luther 
King, J r .,  M u ham m ad  A l i ,  The

At th« po«try rwwdlng at Qlng*rbr*ad BookhouM ware (hrI Bath 
P. Wilson, author and guaat of honor; Lola Marla Lawla. post; 
Nathanlal 8cott. poat; Pamala Olaatar. co-ownar of tha Qlngar 
broad Bookhouaa and Mary Kumay, Applagata School librarian 

(Photo: Richard J. Brown)

G rea t M in u , Stevie W onder and  
Giants for Justice.

Lois Lewis, K B O O 's current o f­
fice accountant, well known as an 
author o f workshops and as a con­
su ltant on personal discovery o f 
self and d irec tio n  fo r personal 
growth, appeared on the evening’s 
program as a poet reading and re­
c iting some of her own published  
poetry.

Scott, also a published poet and 
newswriter, read some o f his latest 
poetry dedicatd to the internation­
ally noted artis t. Jacob Lawrence. 
Scott also read an am using but 
thoughtful composition concerning 
sex and the science o f  test-tube  
births.

For the delight o f children. M ary  
K u rn ey , a lib ra ria n  at A pplegate  
School, read and to ld  stories spe­
c ifica lly  fo r the youngsters in the 
audience. M im ing and mugging her 
way through the stories and using 
several voices dep icting  the ch ar­
acters K urney b rought to  life  the 
personalities found in "B lack Folk  
T a le s ,”  an account o f  " H o w  the 
Snake G ot His Rattles.”

Pam ela G laster, poet, read sev­
eral o f  her own com positions o f  
varying mode. She included protest 
such as " F re e  at L as t— Yes— But

Not Equal” ; love and heart throbs 
such as " I  Oave Y ou M e ,”  and  
"M em ories to Be Remembered” ; a 
teenager's p la in t, " W h y  C a n ’ t I 
W rite?”  and about rivers, the Nile  
and the Niger.

Leon Glaster acted as master o f 
ceremonies fo r the occasion. H e  
also made announcement that Pam­
e la , his w ife , has plans to  make  
poetry readings a monthly event at 
Gingerbread Bookhouse.

T he national theatre 
o f the D eaf presented a sen­
sational evening o f  theatre  in its 

P ulitzer P rize-w inn ing  p lay, " A l l  
The W ay H o m e ,”  seen and heard 
by a near capacity audience at the 
Jefferson High School Perform ing  
Arts Center last M onday. The trav­
eling troupe blended the sign lan ­
guage o f the deaf w ith the spoken 
w ord to give an in tegrated  a u d i­
ence o f deaf and hearing people a 
smooth perform ance fo r each. So 
carefully had the actors rehearsed 
that it became easy for the hearing 
portion o f the audience to feel that 
the signed language em ployed si­
m ultaneously by the actors was 
being understood through interpre­
ta tio n  rather than through audio

delivery.
Intermission time was a revelation 

o f the same sort. A n  audib le hum  
came through fro m  the foyer o f  
hearing persons discussing the play, 
while inside the auditorium  groups 
o f people silently talked it a ll over 
in b eau tifu l ballets o f  hands and 
fingers. The story o f fa m ily  love 
points to  the u n iversality  o f  the 
hum an experience, and J e ffe r­
son's Perform ing Arts Center pre­
sented the art o f another m inority  
segment of the population.

T
H E  A F R O - A M E R I C A N  

H eritag e  B icentennial Q u ilt  
made in O regon in 1976 is on the 

move again , according to Dale  
Archibald, chief curator of the Ore­
gon H istorical Society. A rchibald  
said that O H S  had granted the re­
quest to  show the q u ilt at the 
" P o lit ic a l and C am paign  Q u ilt  
S how ”  o f the K entucky H eritag e  
Quilt Society conducted by the Ken­
tucky H is to ry  M useum  at the St. 
C la ir  M a ll in F ra n k fo rt . " S tu ­
dents,”  Archibald said, " o f  A m eri­
can politics and q u ilt fanciers are 
interested in seeing work reflecting  
p o litica l concerns in num bers o f 
ways. W omen have expressed their 
p o litic a l views on secession and 
other ideas through h a n d w o rk .”  
Archibald added that the Kentucky 
Museum  had fu lf il le d  regu latory  
attention to requirements laid down 
by O H S , including contro lled  en­
vironm ent fo r the qu ilt (tem pera­
ture, humidity, light, window place­
ment and photography) as well as 
shipping arrangements, insurances, 
and fees. T he Kentucky exhib it 
opened on O ctober I and w ill run 
through November 10, he said.

Convenor fo r the group o f O re­
gon wom en who co n tribu ted  
on the handmade heritage quilt was 
J. M . Gates.
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Who has the ONLY
LIFETIME RADIATOR 

GUARANTEE?
We do!

Radiator Service Co. 
2 3 2 -8 4 9 8  Snce 1920

Deadbolt Locks and Other Home 
06 Security Hardware

The Portland Police Bureau wants to 
help You protect your home and family. 
A crime prevention officer or trained staff 
volunteer win give you a free home security 
survey.

In addition, you, or someone you know, 
may qualify for free locks, basement win­
dow screening, other security hardware, 
and free installation if:

1) You ow n or are buying your own  
home.

2) Your Incom e Is w ith in  lim its es­
tablished by H .C .D . (Housing 8  Com ­
m unity Developm ent). And,

3) You live w ith in  the City lim ite of 
Portland.

For your free home security survey, and to see if 
you qualify for free locks and other security hardware, 
call the

Portland Police Bureau's 
Crime Prevention Section 

796-3126
$
SVTAKE A BITE OUT OF

CRIME 1 ‘

■ A

ng SPECIAL!
coding system checked

$ 4  Q 9 5
Flush and refill I  

j  Up to 2 gals antitraaia

RADIATOR SERVICE CO.
1 525 S E Union Ave 2 3 2 -8 4 9 8

w* . r U.: • •

DR. PHILIP MEGDALDENTAL GROUP
UK. QUALITY

AFFORDABLE
DENTISTRY

PROFESSIONAL DENTAL SERVICE INCLUDES
DR PHILIP MEGDAL.

D O S

4S P E C IA L  O FFE R

•  Crown»
*  Oonturt»
* Bonding
•  EitiKMra

*  CMOrtn I tentitti.
*  PriWn'iW tentiilr,
*  Boor Canati
*  « Rari
*  Rapa.»S Raanaa

$19**
CHECK UP X-RAYS * E XA M  

CLEANING » D IAG NO SIS
L im itad  T im a  O ffe r

STATE AID WELCOME
NO APPOINTMENT N££E£B

OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Frl. 9 a .m -6  p.m.

777-0761
3660 S.E. M nd S i . P ortl.nd

1 b lock  sou th  o f Pow e ll BIv<j
EMERGENCY ANSW ERING SERVICE 777 0761

Pacific Northwest Bell 
brings you the telephone network

that makes every one of your Gills possible.
It’s your vital link to the rest of the world.

When the phone rings, it’s us.
@  Pacific Northwest Bell

1 l‘« 4  Pacilu NiwlhnvM Bell


