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Nicaraguan delegation files statement
Editor's note:

7Wr following a  a repnni o f  the 
statement o f  findings issued by a re­
a m  fact-finding delegation to Nica­
ragua composed o f  labor leaders. 
The lour delegation included Port­
landers Nila Brueggeman and Roger 
Auerbach.

We. are a delegation o f national, 
state, and local trade union leaders 
front the West Coast. We visited 
Nicaragua this past week. Septem­
ber 8-15, 1984, to investigate first­
hand the situation in that country.

During our stay in Nicaragua, we 
traveled freely throughout the coun­
try, visiting several factories, a rur­
al agricultural cooperative, the port 
o f Corinto, a hospital, and other 
workplaces. W e spoke with in­
dustrial workers, farm workers, 
community and service workers, 
and people on the street. We met 
with the leadership o f all the major 
Nicaraguan trade union federa­
tions, the national women's organ­
ization, and the Supreme Elector­
al Council. We met with those who 
support the Nicaraguan government 
and those who are some o f its 
fiercest opponents. And while we 
will be issuing a full report o f our 
findings in a few weeks, what 
follows is a summary o f what we

learned and what we experienced on 
our trip.
Findings:

We found Nicaragua to be a 
country at war, besagcd by a mil­
itary and economic attack from the 
U.S. government that has murdered 
thousands of its youth, disrupted 
its fragile economy and brought 
hardship and suffering to its peo­
ple. In the midst o f this overwhelm­
ing assault on its 3 million peo­
ple, Nicaragua is conducting its 
first election since the overthrow of 
the Somoza dictatorship in 1979 and 
the establishment o f a popular 
revolutionary government. We were 
deeply moved by the spirit, in­
telligence, and sacrifice we found in 
the Nicaraguan people — their de­
termination to defend their 
revolution at all costs and their com­
mittment to building a just and 
lasting future.

Our investigation focused on 
issues we knew to be o f great con­
cern to U.S. workers and the U.S. 
iabor movement. We wanted to 
learn what life has been like for 
Nicaraguan workers under their new 
government, what freedoms they 
have to organize and express them­
selves, and what impact the 
aggressive policies o f the U.S. gov­
ernment was having on their lives.

The results of our investigation, 
stated most concisely are as follows:

I .  Since 1979, the workers of 
Nicaragua have made tremendous 
gains in the areas o f health and edu­
cation, trade union organizing, im­
proved working conditions, and in 
the exercise o f democracy.

• Illiteracy has been reduced from  
50% to 12%, the lowest in Central 
America. Poteo, malaria, whooping 
cough, and measles have been virtual­
ly eliminated. Hundreds o f schools 
and clinics have been built

• The right to organize — brutally 
suppressed under Somoza —  has 
been guaranteed, and the trade 
union movement has undergone un­
precedented growth. Union mem­
bership, including industrial and 
farmworkers unions, has increased 
from 27,000 to over 250,000. Even 
unions that strongly criticized the 
government admit to this growth 
and sight an expansion in their own 
membership. Eleven major union 
and trade union confederations now 
exist, reflecting great diversity and 
pluralism within the trade union 
movement. O f the many strikes that 
have taken place since 1979, we 
heard o f none which was suppressed 
by police or the courts.

- In spite o f Nicaragua's fragile 
economy, significant improvements 
have been scored in the working 
and living conditions o f Nicaraguan 
workers We noted large salary

increments, liberal sick leave pro­
visions, fully paid maternity leave, 
subsidized meals, paid educa­
tional leave, workplace childcare 
centers, and equalization o f sal­
aries between women and men. 
Moreover, we found trade unions 
extensively involved in the ad­
ministration o f production, espe­
cially in the state-owned industries 
confiscated from Somoza.

- Nicaraguan workers are actively 
involved in the life o f their unions, 
in the women's and community or­
ganizations, and as candidates of 
many different political parties in 
the upcoming elections. They freely 
expressed themselves to us on all 
issues, including, in some cases, 
strong criticisms of the government.

- The November 1984 elections 
represent a broad democratic ex­
pression of the Nicaraguan people. 
1,560,000 people have been 
registered to vote— an estimated 94%  
of those eligible. Seven political par­
ties are running candidates for 
President, Vice President, and the 
National Assembly, in accordance 
with an electoral law that guarantees 
all parties, no matter what their size, 
9 million cordobas ($300,000) in 
election expenses and equal access 
to T .V .

2. The gains that have been made 
by Nicaraguan workers are being 
undermined by U.S. agggression 
against their country, and the war is 
creating tremendous economic hard­
ships and making the democratic 
process more difficult.

- The effect o f U .S. aggression 
was everywhere to be found. Over 
7,000 people have been murdered by 
contras. Crops, storehouses, centers 
of production, and oil storage 
facilities have been destroyed, dis­
rupting an already underdeveloped 
economy. Maintaining an army on 
the front with Honduras has deplet­
ed the labor force, creating d if­
ficulties in maintaining production. 
Scarce resources must be diverted to 
the defense of the country.

- The war, combined with the 
U.S. economic blockade, is 
resulting in tremendous shortages. 
Medicines, paper, and machine 
parts are in critically short supply. 
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"Put all your eggs in one basket and watch that bas­
ket.” Mark Twain

•

In ancient Greece, women counted their age from  
the date on which they were married, not the day they 
were bom.

•

The donkey was one of the first animals to be tamed 
by man.

"A man ought to read just as inclination leads him, for 
what he reads as a task will do him little good."

Samuel Johnson
We d o n o ^ o  business w ith South Africa

American States Bank AN INDEPENDENT BANK 
Head Ottica  
2737 N. E. Union 
Portland, Oregon 97212

The Ethiopian Community Cultural Organization 
Introduced ItaaM to Portland with an affair to cela 
beata tha Ethiopian Naw Yaar at St. Andrews 
Church Saturday evening. Tha organization was 
formed to foster batter relations between Ethiopian

cultures, other African cultures and Americana Pic 
turad are (l-rl Zawdu Turn nail. Fejlso Kabato. Asaa- 
faah Mellee-Hazen. Amha Marsle-Hazan. Endayanu 
Kende and Kldana Talkie.
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Alzheimer's
conference

"As we get older, many of us 
wonder if  we we losing our minds,” 
said Liz McKinney, director of the 
Alzheimer's Disease and Related Dis­
orders Association (A D R D A ) of 
Columbia-Willamette. "But forget­
ting where we left the car keys is nor­
mal. The Alzheimer's patient forgets 
what the keys are for.”

On October 11-13 a conference on 
"Alzheimer’s Disease: A  Common 
Concern" will be held for family 
members and health professionals, 
sponsored by A D R D A  and Good Sa- 
mantan Hospital's Neurological Sci­
ences Center.

Addressing ihe conference will be 
Sen. M w k Hatfield, who will talk 
about the federal government’s $50 
million commitment to resewch on 
Alzheimer’s disease. Also, Dr. Peter 
J. Whitehouse, director of the Brain 
Resource Center at Johns Hopkins 
University, and Dr Pierluigi Gambet­
ti, director of neuropathology at Case 
Western Reserve University, will 
lead a panel discussion on "Research: 
The Facts and the Future.”  They will 
be joined by Good Samaritan Chief 
of Neurology Dr. Oscar Marin and 
the co-authors of the highly-ac­
claimed book on Alzheimer’s Disease 
(The 36 Hour Day) Dr. Peter V. Rab 
ins and Nancy Mace, both of Johns 
Hopkins University.

Although doctors have known 
about Alzheimer'- disease for over 75 
years, there has been no effective 
treatment for the disease other than 
supportive care. Some 2 - 216 million 
Americans we affected (20,000 in 
Oregon)

For more information about the 
conference (it will b i held at several 
locations over the three days) please 
call the Neurological Sciences Center 
at Good Sam, 229-7348.
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Don’t let the high cost of 
electric heat run you down.

Nothing beats natural 
gas for supplying the 
heat. Compared to an 
electric furnace, a 
high-efficiency gas 
furnace can give 
you the same 
amount of heat for 
about half the price.

And now’s the

time to switch. Northwest Natural 
Gas has 10-year financing with no

money down. Payments areas 
low as $25 a month. And in 

most cases, hixikups 
to the gas line are free. 

So warm up 
to heat at about 
half the cost.
For details call 
Northwest Natural 
Cas today.

The saving» will make you warm all over."*

NORTHWEST NATURAL CAS
Portland 226 4211 
Alfen? 926 42S1 
Asteria 12S 1612 
V<im<«uver 6*>1 2AII

I im oln < itv ‘» 4  2111 
Salem SMS 6611 
Hie I bile» 2 **  2229 
fcittfrne 142 1661
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