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EDITORIAL/OPINION

A dollar’s worth of racism

William Shockley, who shared the 1956 Noble
prize in physics, recently found out how much
his intellectual racism was worth as a federal
jury awarded him one dollar in a libel case.

Shockley said he had been libeled in an Atlan-
ta Constitution newspaper article comparing his
racist theory, that Blacks are genetically inferior
to whites, to Nazi Germany's genetic experiments.

Shockley proposed to provide bonuses 1o in-
dividuals of child bearing age who volunteer to
be sterilized. Those capable of transmitting
genetically carried illnesses and whose intelligence
quotient fall below the 100 point level would be
eligible.

Shockley piggy-backed his theory from Ar-
thur Jensen, a professor of educational
psychology at the University of California, who
renewed the racist theory of Black inferiority in
1969 when he formed the conclusion on the dif-
ference in 1.Q. scores among Blacks and whites
in the national achievement test.

Shockley said the newspaper article libeled
him by portraying him as anti-Black. He believes
Blacks are threatened by, ‘‘retrogressive
evolution caused by excessive reproduction by
the genetically disadvantaged (Blacks).”” Repor-
ter Roger Witherspoon said he felt it was fair to
compare Shockley’s plan to the Nazi's genetic
experiments in his opinion article.

There is a 15-point difference in a test that

The failure of the Rainbow Blacks,
Coalition to extract any significant
reforms at the Democratic National
Convention this summer has created
a strong degree of hostility towards
the Mondale/Ferraro ticket among
Afro-Americans. Minister Louis
Farrakhan has not urged an election
boycott this November, but has
stated, '*We see nothing in Reagan

bureaucrats.

Mondale needs critical support

by Dr. Manning Marable
“From The Grassroots"’

Latinos,
Mondale suddenly acquires the
political backbone of a wet noodle
when confronted by AFL-CIO
In short,
nesota Democrat has all of the
charisma of a sleepy clam.

Saying all this, we still cannot
permit Ronald Reagan, a man with
the morals of the mafia, to run wild

represents the learning experiences of white
middle class students. Black youth across
America are categorized by their [.Q. They are
pegged a slow learner, a fast learner or heaped
into some other type of abstract classification.
The student is able to detect this screening
process and finds himself conforming to its pat-
tern. The student’s motivation to overcome this
stigma is impeded because the general school
environment provides him with little or no in-
centive to challenge the intellectual assumption
that will govern his learning experience.

Shockley, and other intellectual racists, have
ignored the mountain of data which substan-
tially refutes the theory of Black inferiority.
There is also evidence explaining the difference
in test scores are due to variables such as en-
vironmental factors, motivational levels,
economic status and test readiness.

Shockley cannot appeal the verdict that in-
sults his intelligence the way he has insulted the
intelligence of Black people for twenty years.
Maybe the ludicrous notion that Black children
are inferior will now be buried. We can proceed
to develop schools, churches, and homes to
motivate Black children to learn while social
scientists devise a method to fulfill the potentials
of all Americans; regardless of their ethnic
background or skin pigmentation.

have received $750 billion in tax
breaks. In just the last two years,
families earning less than $10,000

and the poor,

annually lost $23 billion, while
households earning over $80,000
annually—almost no Blacks—got
$15 billion after taxes. Reaganomics
has made a qualitative difference: it
has destroyed the lives of millions,
for the profit of the few.

the Min-
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or Mondale to vote for.”" Members
of the Black United Front in
Washington, D.C., recently cir-
culated a pamphlet attacking Jesse's
“*sellout to the Democrats,’" and
call for *‘a clean departure from the
political manipulations and false
pretenses of the American electoral
system.”" Still other Black activists
are saying that we've “‘survived'’
four years of Reagan, and another
four more years won't be all that
bad.

Other than Tony Brown, Thomas
Sowell and a few Black Reaganites,
the vast majority of Afro-
Americans this November will either
vote for the Democrats or will stay
home. Some are so disgruntled with
Mondale, however, that they may
vote for Senate, House, and local
races, but skip the presidential
choices. What decision must we
make in 19847 Surely, there are
thousands of reasons not to vote for
Mondale. His commitment to raise
military spending alone will con-
tinue to drain fiscal resources from
urban centers and the Black com-
munity. His cynical manipulation of
Andrew Young at the convention
was shameful; his opposition to
Jackson's minority platform planks
alienated most of the Rainbow’s
constituency. Contemptuous of

for another term. There are critical
and measurable differences between
a reactionary like Reagan, and
Mondale. What have been the ac-
tual socioeconomic and political
costs to Black people because of
Reagan? First, a dramatic increase
in poverty. As of this August, there
were 35 million poor people in the
U.S. Reagan's 1982 welfare cuts in-
creased the number of poor by 2.2
million. The Administration 1§
currently fighting food stamp
legislation which would increase
allowances by recipients by only a
penny a meal.

In the areas of health care,
education, and women's rights, the
identical situation exists. Reagan cut
funding for screening urban
children for lead poisoning. He
slashed real spending for handicap-
ped children's educational
programs; and 124,000 fewer
college students now receive Pell
Grant aid. Black women's wages
have fallen sharply, and AFDC and
other social assistance programs
have been curtailed. A total of $120
billion has been cut from programs
which directly help people—social
security, child care, etc. Workers'
real wages have declined $380
billion since 1981, and the wealthy,
large corporations and the banks

But the most profound impact of
Reagan’'s reelection will be ex-
perienced across Africa and the
Third World. Reagan’s detente with
apartheid quite literally is mur-
dering thousands of Africans an-
nually. Under Reagan, US exports
to South Africa have increased by
$1 billion. Namibian independence
talks have stalled; Mozambique and
Angola have been forced to
negotiate at gunpoint. Repression of
ANC and PAC dissidents has
escalated, with Reagan’'s blessings.
And can anyone doubt that US
troops will invade Nicaragua if
Reagan's reelected?

We must continue to criticize
Mondale. The differences between
Mondale and Reagan may only be
of degree. But frequently—in South
Africa and in US ghettos—even a
degree of difference can mean vic-
tory or defeat. Boycotting the 1984
presidential election may sound
““‘radical,’’ but it is exactly what
Reaganites want us to do. For
Southern Africa, Nicaragua, welfare
mothers, and blue collar workers,
Reagan's reelection may mean life
or death, We don’t have the luxury
to avoid the lesser evil this time.
Vote for Mondale/Ferraro, but
criticize them all the way.
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by Marcus Cheatham

In what is being called the worst
violence since the uprisings in the
African township of Soweto in
1976, South Africa has been con-
vulsed by a wave of protests and
riots. Battles between police and
protesters, looting, and conflicts
between demonstrators and govern-
ment supporters have left several
dozen people dead and hundreds in-
jured. Nearly a hundred homes and
businesses have been burned or
destroyed

The disturbances erupted Sunday
night, September 2nd and have con-
tinued for two weeks in the town-
ships around Johannesburg—sprawl-
ing, poorly serviced, overcrowded
housing projects where African
residents of the cities are required
to live. Trouble started when
protests against increased rents
imposed by the ®Plack commun-
ity councils escalated into
violence. The councils, symbols of
white rule, were established by the
South African government to run
the townships. They receive no
government funds, however, and
have to raise rents to increase
revenues. Most Africans don’t
recognize the authority of the coun-
cils, refusing even to vote in elec-
tions for council seats

Violence was worslt
night, September 3rd, spreading
through Sharpeville, Sebokeng,
Evaton, and Soweto to other town-
ships. Twenty-nine people were
killed on Monday alone. Some were
shot by the police who used tear gas,
rubber bullets, and live ammunition
to break up crowds, and others were
the victims of rioters who killed
three council members and burned
stores, offices, and homes
associated with the government.

African leaders emphasize that
the rent increases are only a symbol
and not a cause of the unrest, which
is the result of anger at the con-
tinued denial of political rights to

Monday
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the African majority. Last month,
elections were held for a new
parliament in South Africa. While
Africans have no vote, mixed-race
and Asian people were allowed to
elect representatives to the white-
controlled body. However, four-
fifths of the voters stayed away
from the polls in a massive show of
solidarity as leaders of the United
Democratic Front (UDF), a multi-
racial coalition of 400 organizations
opposed to the election, called for a
boycott and nullification of the
results. But this month, the new
parliament began its work by
making former Prime Minister
Pieter Botha, architect of the elec-
tion plan, executive president.

‘“As long as the Black man is ex-
cluded from the places where
decisions are made, he is going to
vote—he is going to speak —with the
petrol bomb,"" warned Dr. Nthato
Motlana, a leader of the Soweto
Committee of Ten, a citizens group
respected by most township mem
bers.

A tour of the townships by govern-
ment officials illustrated the degree
to which communication between
Africans and the white government
had broken down. On Thursday,
September the 6th, Minister of Law
and Order Luis LeGrange and
Defense Minister Magnus Malan led
a delegation to the worst trouble
spots. They travelled in a bus
protected by iron grilles, with an
escort of armoured trucks and
helicopters overhead, making no
stops along the way. Upon reaching
Sebokeng, once considered a
“*model’’ housing project, scene of
some of the worst volence this month,
they encountered hundreds of
people who had formed a human
barricade across the road. The
ministers were stunned and with-
drew without attempting to enter
the township or communicating
with the people. After the tour,
LeGrange dismissed economic
problems as a cause for the conflict,
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saying he believed ‘‘other forces"
were at work. The South African
government labels all opposition
“*‘communist.”’

Over the weekend, funerals were
held for many of those who died in
the week of protests. In defiance of
government bans on public funerals
and political songs, coffins were
-arried through the streets by mour-
1ers singing songs from the African
struggle for justice.

This past week, while there was
less violence, the government con-
tinued its crackdown. All political
gatherings of two or more people
have been banned, and numerous
activists have been ordered
detained. Among them is Archie
Gumede, a president of the UDF
who was last reported to be staying
in the British Embassy with other
activists, Great Britain had denied
their request for political asylum.

Marcus Cheatham is a member of
Portlanders Organized for Southern
African Freedom, a local multi-
racial citizens action group that
supporits Black majority rule in
Southern Africa and an end to U.S.
support for apartheid. For more in-
formation call 230-9427.
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We at the Observer want to know how you
feel about the paper. Please help us by filling
out this survey. The information about you, our
readers, will help us tailor our news and adver-
tisements accordingly. Thank you.

ABOUT THE OBSERVER:

What do you particularly like reading in the Observer?

What would you like to see more of in the Observer?

ABOUT YOURSELF:
How did you obtain this copy of the Observer?
| subscribe I picked it up at a distribution outlet.

How often do you read the Observer?
‘weekly lavery other week [ loccasionally.

Do other members of your household read the Observer
Yes No If ‘Yes', how many?

Aie you married? No
Male

'Black [ /White
Native American

Yes
What is your sex? Female

What is your ethnic origin?
Hispanic Asian

Are there children under 18 living with you?
No Yes If ‘Yes’', how many?

Do you own or rent your home? |Own

Yes No
Republican | independent
What is your highest level of education?

. grade school high school some college
college graduate school

What is your occupation?

|Other

Rent
Are you registered to vote?

Are you a Democrat

What is your age group? 16-24 (12634 (13549
[150-64 [ 165 & over
What is your approximate family income?
lunder $10,000 L1$10,000 to $20,000
1$20,000 to $30,000 1$30,000 to $50,000

[ 1$50,000 or more
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