-

Ve B e

15

Page 8 Portland Observer, August 29, 1984

African educators strengthen ties with U.S.

by Kathryn Hall Bogle

Operation Crossroads Africa

(OCA) annually brings to the United
States about 200 visitors from Alrnica
and the Carribbean for personal con
tact with American work and culture
OCA 15 a private, non-governmental,
not-for-profhit organization 1o
trengthen ties among the people of
Aflrica, the United States and the
Caribbean. It seeks to stimulate
AMong Americans a greater interest
in the affairs of these regions of the
world

Through the OCA program last
week came six men from [ngll on
the west coast of Afrnica, a country
nearly the size of West Virgima
IThere are about 18 major ethnic
groups in Togo's population of 3
million. Dominant groups are Ewe,
I'wi and Hausa. It has been estima-
ted that 10% of Togolese are
Muslim, 0% are Christian, and
60% practice their traditional
religions

The six men who were Portland
visitors are all educators and
teachers in Lome, the capitol city of
logo. French, the official language
of Togo, 15 heard most often,
although the African languages,
I we, Mina, Dagomba, and Kabie
are stll in home use. The visitors, all
fluent in English, are involved in a
comparatively new Togolese effort,
they said, to emphasize Enghsh as a2

ond language 1n their Togec
hools. Before arriving in thas city
the visitors had an intensive three
week study of Enghish in an Anzon
ollege
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In Portland, Badamassi Lawani,
19, Lolonyo Ladeh-Ahlidza, 46,
Adote Bah Adotevi, 13, Kwasi
Djondo, 43, Abdoulaye Imadah,
16, and N'Sova Assogba, aged 13,
pent a day at the Northwest
Regional Fducational Laboratory
learning something of local general
curriculum and the teaching of
Enghish as a second language under
the direction of Dr. Ann Murphy.,

On the second of their two-day
tay 1n Portland, the visitors were
morning  guests ol Dr. Paul
Wilhhams of Portland Community
C ollege and his wife Barbara, who
howed them places of interest in
the aity, including a special tour of
the Cascade campus of PCC

Dr. B .C. Ogboubirn arranged for
the visitors to picnic with some of
the engineering stafl of Bonneville
Power Admimistration. They met
Cynthia Rounds, an electrical
engineering student working part
time at Bonneville, Later in the day,
the group tasted barbecued ribs,

American style, as guests of the
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Bethel A.M.E. Church Missionary
Society at a church picnic at Penin
sula park. Some of them saw soft
ball played for the first time when
Ernest Hartzog, assistant superin
tendent of Portland Public Schools,
set up games for the crowd attend
ing the picnic

Transportation for the guests was
provided by the Portland Urban
l.eague as a cooperative con
tribution to the OCA program on
behalf of the general community

On their American tour, the
African visitors were escorted by
Isabelle Houlbreque. The party left
Portland to spend a week in New
York City before returning to Togo
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The six Togolese visitors admire some of Portland’'s award-winning
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Slimmers Salon

Weight loss and exercise center

guaranteed to lose 6 B pounds per
week and feel good. Non allergeni
diet supplement. Electric exercise
machine. Also, Body Wrap and
Face Lift

Sauna Baths and Showers

1634 N.E. 7th
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roses at Washington Park and receive a blossom from a park worker.
(Photo: K. Hall-Bogle)
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Lloyd Center, St. Johns, 5920 N.E. Union and 6400 N
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