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Native Americans protest prejudice___
by C t l ^ r i n t  S itgn tr

Citing  a "cam paign o f smear and 
p re ju d ice" directed against Native  
American* by O u td o o r L i f t  
m a g a iin e , the N a tio n a l T r ib a l  
C h a irm e n 's  A ssoc ia tio n  in 
W ashington, D  C ., has called for a 
b o y c o tt o f  a ll T im e s -M ir ro r  
publications

T h e  N T C A  said in a reso lu tion  
passed at its co n v e n tio n  in  
O k la h o m a  C ity ,  June 2 8 th , that 
T im e s -M ir r o r  has " a llo w e d  th e ir  
p u b lic a tio n  (O u td o o r  L i f t }  . . . t o  
publish editorials and articles which 
are based on rac ia l p re jud ice  and  
w hich  (a re } based on a n t i- In d ia n  
propaganda . . "

The resolution further said O u t­
d o o r L i f t  is leading a n ation w ide  
campaign intended to " in fla m e  an­
t i- In d ia n  fe e lin g "  in the U .S . and 
strip Am erican Indian tribes of their 
special status and treaty rights such 
as hunting, fishing and the right to 
occupy c e rta in  lands on w hich  to  
conduct their lifestyle.

Portland Attorney Jack Schwartz, 
w ho  is representing  N a tiv e  A m e r­
icans in  curren t law suits  over 
fish ing  rights along the C o lu m b ia  
River, said he was not surprised by 
the O u td o o r L i f t  artic les cited by 
the N T C A

" T h e  interesting thing is that the 
L A  T im ts  (an o th e r T im e s -M irro r  
p u b lic a tio n ) was cooperating  w ith  
the N ational M arine  Fisheries agen­
cy years ago. They used the govern­
m ent as a sole source o f in fo r ­
m a tio n  and p rin te d  it to ta lly  u n ­
c ritica lly ."

S c h w a rtz  added  there has been 
" p re t ty  good coverage la te ly ,"  o f 
Native Am erican issues compared to 
several years ago.

M a u re e n a  M a n y fin g e rs  o f  the 
U rb a n  In d ian  C o u n c il in P ortland  
had a strong statement to  make on 
the boycott.

" T h e  O u td o o r  L i f t  w rite rs  are  
very stupid They are m aking some 
very erroneous statem ents."

M a n y fin g e rs  said she had read  
O u rd o o r  L i f t  a rtic les  w arn ing  
readers about the power o f the " In ­
d ian  lo b b y "  in W ashington, D .C .,  
and that the w arn ings are c o m ­
pletely exaggerated

" O u r  lobby is working mainly on 
health  and w e lfa re  issues and in 
keeping life and limb together at this 
tim e ."

She added that the Urban Indian  
C o u n c il in P o rtlan d  had discussed

Jackson speaks to Nicaragua State Council
by B ill Collins

O n June 28th , Jesse Jackson ad­
dressed the N icaraguan C ouncil o f 
State, a legislative body s im ilar to  
the U .S . C ongress. H is  v is it to  
Nicaragua was part o f a w hirl-w ind  
tour o f Central Am erica and C uba, 
referred to by Jackson as a "peace  
m is s io n "  to  " la u n c h  a sum m er 
m o ra l o ffe n s iv e  to  h o ld  back (he 
threat o f war in the fa ll.”  Jackson's 
speech culm inated his meetings with 
N icaraguan  governm ent represen­
ta tiv e s , church  leaders , and o p ­
position leaders, and a sensitivity to 
Nicaragua's  particu lar history was 
revealed  in  the con ten t o f  his 
speech.

Jackson began by recognizing the 
courageousness o f the N icaraguan  
leadership  and th an k in g  them  for 
the warm  welcome he had received. 
M any o f those present in the C o un ­
cil o f  S tate had suffered  ja il terms 
and torture  under the Somoza d ic ­
tatorship which had been supported 
by the U .S . and w hich  was o v e r­
thrown by the Sandinista movement 
in 1979. " Y o u  have a special place 
in the hearts o f  fre e d o m -lo v in g  
p e o p le ,"  said Jackson , and this  
re c o g n itio n  set a tone o f respect 
lasting  th ro u g h o u t the rest o f  his 
speech.

S tating  that " a l l  countries have 
the right to  te rr ito r ia l in te g rity , to  
n a tio n a l s o v e re ig n ty ,"  Jackson  
condem ned the C IA  m in ing o f the 
Nicaraguan harbors and the " a r m ­
ing o f m ercenaries" a ttack ing  her 
borders. Jackson further condemned 
the use o f  U .S . d o lla rs  causing  
tremendous suffering which "could  
instead  be used to  feed poor 
people."

" H u m a n  r ig h ts ,"  Jackson  
declared, "m ust be measured by one 
yardstick." His im plication was that 
the Reagan adm inistration  is incon­
sistent in its to lerance o f massive 
hum an rights v io la tio n s  in E l 
S a lv a d o r w h ile  a tta c k in g  hum an  
right* violations in Nicaragua which 
ha* one o f the best hum an rights  
records in the region.

Frequently returning to his theme 
o f  " th e  m oral o ffe n s iv e ,"  Jackson

the boycott, but had not yet taken a 
stand. " I t  w ou ld  be fan tas tic  i f  
there  w ou ld  be a u n ited  th in g  we 
cou ld  go fo r  as a n a tio n , but 
because o f diverse interests, w e're  
split (on  the issu e )."  M anyfingers  
said the b o yco tt ca ll is not w ell 
kn o w n , p artly  because " O u td o o r  
L i f t  magazine is not on the top ten 
of magazines people read ," so many 
Indians may not be aware o f the ar­
ticles.

T h e  N T C A  reso lu tio n  quoted  
from  articles and editorials printed  
over the past year by O utdoor L if t .  
including, "Ind ians are all powerful 
...and  they must be stopped;" " I t  is 
time to end the treaties with Indians 
b efo re  the s itu a tio n  gets worse  
...o th erw ise  we m ight yet give (his 
country back to the Ind ians;" and. 
" N o  state is safe . . . "

In  response, T im e s -M irro r m an­
agem ent has stated ed ito rs  o f  
their publications have " fre e  re in "  
to p rin t what they want to , accor­
ding to the resolution. The N T C A  is 
asking O u td o o r L i f t  editors C lare  
C onley  and Lonnie  W illiam son  to  
meet w ith  its board for a " fa ir  ex­
change o f  views so th a t they m ay  
becom e educated as to  the true  
n atu re  o f the legal and sovereign  
righ ts  o f the A m eric a n  In d ia n  
T r ib e s ...."

In  a d d itio n  to  the b o y c o tt, the  
N T C A  is asking that a p ub lic  
apo logy be m ade to  A m erican  In ­
d ian  T ribes and that an agreement 
acceptab le  to  the N T C A  board  o f 
d irec to rs  be signed by T im es- 
M irro r, Incorporated, management.

M ea n w h ile , in fo rm a tio n  about 
the O u td o o r  L i f t  a rtic les  and the  
N T C A  boycott request is slowly sift­
ing dow n to  the in d iv id u a l tribes  
across the country. Helen Peterson, 
o f the P o rtla n d  Bureau o f In d ian  
A ffa ir s ,  said she know s o f  no 
deve lo pm en t to w ard  a u n ifie d  
boycott in the N orthw est, but that 
she had provided copies o f the a r­
ticles to  tribes  w ith in  the B IA 's  
ju r is d ic t io n . These inc lu de  the  
Y a k im a , C o lv il le , and L u m m i 
T rib es  in W a s h in g to n ; the W a rm  
Springs in O re g o n , and the Fort 
H all Tribe in Idaho.

Peterson stressed she is not taking 
sides because o f her status as a 
federal o ffic ia l, but said, " I  can tell 
you there  has been w idespread  
astonishment and concern by tribes 
over what they call ‘ h a lf-tru th s ' in 
those articles because they deal with

predicted that “ if  a ltitudes persist 
o f re ta lia tio n , d om ination , and oc­
cupation , our hemisphere could go 
up in f la m e s ."  Jackson called  fo r  
the "b u ild in g  o f bridges”  between 
N icaragua and the U .S . as part o f  
"the  moral o ffensive" necessary for 
peace. Tow ard  this process, he and 
the N ica rag uan  N a tio n a l G o v e rn ­
m ent o f R eco n s tru c tio n  reached  
nine points o f agreement in areas o f 
contention  between the tw o cou n ­
tries. O ne point included the com ­
m itm en t to  convene a sum m it 
meeting between the leaderships o f  
the N ic a ra g u a n  g o v e rn m e n t, the  
Protestant Church, and the Catholic  
Church, to promote dialogue. Other 
points concerned the rea ffirm a tio n  
o f  e lections as scheduled in  
N ic a ra g u a , the desire to  proceed  
w ith  negotiations w ith  the U .S . at 
the bargaining table as opposed to  
the b a ttle fie ld , and a com m itm ent 
to pursue the C o n tra d o ra  process,

among others.
T h e  most intense m om ent o f  

Jackson's speech occurred when he 
addressed the assem bled g o vern ­
m ent rep resentatives  d ire c tly ,  
" I ’m all too aware o f your years o f 
pain under Som oza and the role o f 
the U .S . d u rin g  this period

such fu n d am en ta l issues as trea ty  
rights."

Although he knew o f the O utdoor 
L i f t  articles, Sid M ille r o f the C o n ­
federated Tribes  o f W a rm  Springs 
and editor o f the tribe's newspaper 
Sptlyay Tym oo  ("C o yo te  New s”  in 
the W arm  Springs language), said 
he hadn't heard about the call for a 
boycott.

" I  saw a coup le  o f  the artic les  
p ub lish ed . A t f irs t ,  I fe lt a litt le  
h o s tility , but then I rea lize d  the 
people d id n t know what they were 
talking about The things are really

Al Daniela. Jr., of Portland, attended the Jack Remaay Baaketbell 
Camp at W illam ette University, In Salem, from  August 5-10th. Al 
was one of 360 students who received first hand Inform ation from  
Ramsey and Trailblazer's Sam Bowie. Jim Paxon. Darnell Valentine 
and Mychel Thompson. This was a week Al w ill alweya remember, 
thanks to his uncle Michael Jackson, of Portland, his father Alfred, 
an engineer for the BPA. and his mother Rosemary, who is the prin­
cipal of Abernathy School.

BUF holds annual festival
The Black U nited  Front 5th A n ­

nual R o b ert B ow den C o m m u n ity  
U n ity  D a y  F estiva l w ill be held  
again at Peninsula P a rk , 6400  N . 
A lb ina , Saturday, August 25, 1984, 
fro m  12 noon  u n til 6 :0 0  p .m .  
R obert B ow den was a ded icated  
member o f the A lb ina Com m unity. 
A g rad u a te  o f  J e ffe rso n  H ig h  
School, R obert was a positive role 
m odel fo r  our c o m m u n ity . He  
represented the spirit o f  the Black 
struggle for equality here in the state

...som ehow you survived ...ja il cells 
cou ld  not co n ta in  the tru th . Now  
you sit here re b u ild in g  a great 
n a tio n  because you were m o ra lly  
r ig h t. Y o u r m o ra l a u th o r ity  is in 
feed ing  p ro g ram s , education  
p ro g ram s , h ea lth  p ro gram s , and  
housing program s, big programs of

not tru e ...."
The N T C A  resolution calls upon  

" a l l  m in o r ity  people  w ho  s u ffe r  
from  similar prejudicial oppression, 
c iv il rights groups, churches, and  
the m any friends o f A m eric a n  In ­
dians ...in  the U .S . and C anada" to 
jo in  the boycott o f  T im e s -M irro r  
publications.

These include: O u td o o r l i f t ;  T b t  
Los A n g t lts  T im ts ; T b t  D a lla s  
T im t s H t r a ld ;  N tw s d a y ;  G o lf  
M a g a z in t;  P o p u la r  S c itn c t  
Magazine. SAi Magazine. and Sport 
ing News.

of O regon. C o m m un ity  U n ity  Day  
is a P o rt la n d  B lack U n ite d  F ro n t  
"thank you”  to its many supporters 
throughout the Northeast area and 
the state There will be athletic events 
and in te lle c tu a l c o m p e titio n  fo r  
grade school th rough  high school 
seniors. Food will be available for a 
small d on ation  and live e n te rta in ­
ment w ill be provided by C H A Z  (a 
B E A  N  P ro d u c tio n ). The Black 
U n ite d  F ro n t hopes to  see you at 
this fam ily event.

Jwsa Jackson eddrea.ee
the N icaraguan Council 
of State during June 1984 
vlalt.
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self-respect.”
T o d a y , (w o  m onths la te r , the  

"th reat o f war in the fa ll"  remains. 
Perhaps the e ffec tiven ess  o f  
Jackson's "peace m ission" can be 
measured by the degree to which the 
A m erican  people a c tive ly  jo in  the 
"m o ra l offensive."
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