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News Flash:
As the Observer went to press we 

learned tha t Charles Jordan has 
confirmed his intention to accept a 
position in Austin, Texas as Com­
missioner of the city's park system.
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Man shot while 
walking on Union

Elia Whitehead »hop» for fre»h vegetable» at the 
farmer»' market located on N. William» Ave. be­
tween Knott and Graham »treat». The market offer»

a variety of farm and garden-trash produce and 1» 
open every Saturday through October from 9 e.m. 
to 1p.m. (Photo: Richard J. Brown)

Pot pesticides opposed
by Chuck Goodm acher

The U nited States D rug E n force­
m ent A d m in is tra t io n  ( D E A )  was 
in Portland last Wednesday as part 
o f a fo u r-c ity  to u r to  present a 
required  D ra ft  E n v iro n m en ta l Im ­
pact Statem ent on the "E ra d ica tio n  
of Canm bis on Federal Lands in the 
C o n tin e n ta l U n ited  S ta te s ."  D E A  
plans fo r  O re g o n  in c lu d e  the  
spraying o f the herbicides paraquat, 
2, 4 -D ,  and g ly p h o s a te , and  m et 
heavy opposition  during  testim ony  
given by environm entalists and a d ­
vocates of m arijuana legalization.

M ost o f the criticism  centered on 
the safety o f such spraying for both 
hum ans and the e n v iro n m e n t. 
O thers  critic ized  the en tire  idea o f  
the Federal governm ent still try ing  
to  e lim in a te  m a r iju a n a  use a fte r  
what was called 40 years o f obvious 
fa ilu re . C om m ents were also a ired  
re g a rd in g  possible  h arm  to  any  
F ed e ra l agents try in g  to  spray  in 
southern  O re g o n , w here m uch o f  
the state's crop is grown.

Som e o f the strongest c ritic ism  
cam e fro m  John S a jo , state c o o r­
d in a to r fo r the O regon  M a r iju a n a  
In itia tive , who said the D E A  failed  
to provide adequate notification  o f

KKK calls 
reporter

G rassro o t N ew s, N . W. *s re p o r­
te r , L a n ita  D u k e , received  tw o  
phone threats on August 18th and  
19th. The caller said, “ T h is  is T im  
O 'C o n n e ll fro m  the K .K .K . I ' l l  be
by S a tu rd a y , B --------- h .”  T h e
second call said, " T h is  is m e. I ’m 
coming to get you soon!"

T h e  P o rt la n d  O b server is 
outraged by these racist threats. W e  
urge all people o f conscience to  con­
tin u e  to  w ork  fo r  a w o rld  w here  
such bigoted harassm ent is e lim in ­
ated

the public hearing at the Red L ion- 
L lo yd  C en ter. " W e  contacted v ir ­
tu a lly  a ll o f  the ra d io  and T V  
stations in the area, and the Obser­
ver and The O reg on ian , and none 
had heard of it.

" T h e y  w anted  it to  be rea l 
s h o r t ,"  he added , " s o  they could  
en jo y  the h o te l’ s sauna and o ther 
niceties."

The D E A 's  Thom as Byrne, chief 
o f Cannibus Investigations, said the 
agency had sent n o t if ic a tio n  to  
Congressional Representatives, the 
G o v e rn o r ’ s o ff ic e ,  the F ish and

Jamal Parnell, 4 year» old. tackle» the »wing» at Alberta Park.
(Photo: Richard J. Brown)

W ild l i fe  S erv ice , and the O reg on  
State P o lice. Byrne also said they  
advertised  in The O re g o n ia n  over 
the weekend.

However, L t. James Forney, head 
o f the O SP 's m arijuana-eradication  
program , said he was not aw are o f 
the hearing W hen asked about this, 
Byrne replied, " I t 's  a rather unusual 
document. They may have sent it to 
the narcotics squad; it may just have 
been plain lost.”

N o rm a  G re e r, w ho spoke at the 
hearing on behalf o f the Northwest 
(Please turn to Pane I I ,  C o lum n />

by Lanita  Duke

G R A S S R O O T  N E W S . N . IP -  
O n  F r id a y , A ugust 3 rd , C h arles  
Leech was walking on Union Ave. as 
he does every m o rn in g  enroute  to  
his d o w n to w n  o ff ic e  as an inves­
tig a to r  fo r  the B ureau  o f  L a b o r .  
But on this m o rn in g , Leech never 
m ade it . H e becam e the v ic tim  o f 
a motiveless shooting.

Between Killingsworth and A lb er­
ta , Leech n o ticed  a ja c k e d -u p  
golden -b row n  car w ith  three w hite  
males inside. “ The one in the back 
turned to  look at me. I did not pay 
him  o r the car any a tte n t io n ,”  he 
explained.

Leech crossed A lb erta  and when 
he lo o ked  up a g a in , the same car 
was beside him with the man on the 

.passenger side pointing a gun direct­
ly at him.

" D e fe n s iv e ly ,"  Leech sa id , " I  
th rew  m yself b ac k w a rd s , heard  a 
loud " p o w ” , and hit the g ro u n d .”  
Because he reacted quickly, his hand 
was only slightly grazed.

" I  tried to stop a car and a man 
w a lk in g  but they  ignored  m e. 
F in a lly , I saw a b ro th er on a b ike  
and we called " 9 1 1” .

Leech had his hand X-rayed while 
two police officers questioned him  
" T h e  o fficers  ind ica ted  that they  
knew  the car. T h e y  said they had  
observed the car on a p ark in g  lot 
with a Black man wearing eyeglasses 
and a jog g in g  suit ta lk in g  to  the

New law benefits single mothers
by Catherine Siegner

T he  passage o f tw o  bills recently  
in Congress points to the ascendan­
cy o f  w o m en 's  issues across the 
country. It also indicates the extent 
to  w hich  law m akers  recognize the 
p o p u la r ity  o f  W a lte r  M o n d a le ’ s 
choice o f Rep. Geraldine Ferraro to 
share the D em o cra tic  p res iden tia l 
ticket.

B oth  pieces o f legislation  a ffect 
w om en, and one affects poor single 
m others in particu lar. That is a bill 
that provides stronger child support 
co lle c tio n  m ethods, inc lud ing  the 
w ithholding o f wages for payments 
m ore than 30 days late.

T h e  b ill passed the H ouse o f  
R epresentatives, August 9 th , w ith  
no opposition It earlier had passed 
the Senate and now goes to  
President Reagan for his signature 
H e is expected to sign it.

Studies show more than 14 billion  
in c o u rt-o rd e re d  ch ild  sup po rt 
payments are not paid every year in 
the U .S . ,  and that a p p ro x r .ia t« iv  
9 0 %  o f those required to make chikl 
support payments are men.

O th e r provis ions o f the a»». law  
make collect1? ;  'b iid  support across 
state  t in 's  eas ier and  p ro h ib it  
d is c r im in a t io n  in  ch ild  support 
c o lle r .io n  against fam ilie s  not 
eligible for welfare

The H o use  o f R epresentatives  
also passed on a voice vote, August 
1 0 th , a b il l  tha t w ill guaran tee  
homemakers pension rights even if  a 
w o rk in g  husband  dies b e fo re  
re t ir in g  and even i f  a w o rk in g  
w o m an  leaves her jo b  to  have  
c h ild re n . N o  one opposed the

passengers," he added.
Leech said the officers concluded 

their in terview  by stating ihey had 
spotted  the car in V a n c o u v er, 
W ashington. Later that day. he got 
a call from  a detective who said that 
car was a different color.

" T h e  d etec tive  said  he w ould  
have to get around to showing me 
some mugshots and I have not heard 
anything from  the police s ince," he 
said.

Leech noted a degree o f  
dissatisfaction  w ith  the police in ­
ves tig a tio n . But D ave  S im pson, 
public in fo rm a tio n  o ffic e r fo r the 
police bureau, said it was d ifficu lt to 
get beyond the initial report.”  There 
was no license num ber or positive  
make on the vehicle. W e need leads 
to work o n .”

Simpson’s original feeling, that at 
the extreme the shooting was racially 
m o tiv a te d , changed because o f  a 
reported shooting on S .E . 17th and 
Salmon in which a dart gun was used 
" I t  happened a half-hour later. The  
vehicle was the same, but the victim  
was w hite Both cases are unusual. 
W e get shootings a ll the tim e , but 
these appear to be motiveless."

Leech said he believed  his 
shooting  was ra c ia lly  m o tiva te d . 
"T hey  did it once and got away with 
it. Next tim e the person they shoot 
m ay not be as lu cky  as I to  com e  
away with just a graze. ”

legislation, which was introduced by 
Ferraro three years ago

W om en  w orkers have tra d it io n ­
a lly  been den ied  fu ll  pensions if  
they leave w ork  to  have a fa m ily . 
T h e  b il l  w ou ld  p ro h ib it  a one- 
year m a te rn ity  o r p a te rn ity  leave  
fro m  being  counted  as a break  
in service and w ou ld  a llo w  a five - 
year leave from  a job without a pen­
sion credit loss It »Iso requires elu­
ployers to  enroll employees in pen- men with pensions.

N.E. Crime Statistics
June 1984

Robbery Aggravated
Assault

Residential
Burglary

Boise 4 8 9
Concordia 4 11 18
Eliot 5 5 8
Humboldt 14 5 20
Irvington 6 5 23
King 20 18 25
Piedmont 2 3 11
Sabin 8 4 23
Vernon 4 10 22
Woodlawn 4 5 16

Murders 0
Rape/Sodomy Irvington. King, Piedmont. Sabin,
Woodlawn. 1 each; Vernon. 3. Molests Concordia. 3.

(E d ito r ‘s note These statistics only  include reported crimes per
n eighborhood  They do not necessarily show a change in  the
crim e rale, or that more crimes per person are com m itted in any
neighborhood 1

Charles Leach point» In direc­
tion of car that flrad »hot.

(Photo: Richard J. Brown)

sion plans at age 21 instead o f the 
current 25, and workers would start 
receiving pension credit at age 18 in ­
stead o f the current age of 22.

Rep Nancy L . Johnson o f C o n ­
necticut told the House three of four 
women, living alone over the age of 
65, depend on Social S ecurity  fo r  
their live lih oo d , and for the one in 
fou r w ho receives a p en s io n , it is 
usually half the am ount received by
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