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News flash:
Portland City Commissioner Charles Jordan has been 

offered a $64,000 a year job as the commissioner of the 
Austin, Texas parks system. Jordan will decide within 2 
weeks whether to accept the position.
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National Urban League
targets improvement

Democratic Vice-praaidantial Candidata Geraldine Ferraro, waves to 
supporters in front of the Westln-Benson (above) and greats the 
crowd following her apeech (right). Photos by Richard J. Brown.

N E W  YO RK, A U G U S T  IS — The  
National Urban League climaxed its 
74th  A n n u a l co n fere n c e  in  
C le v e la n d , O h io  by announc ing  a 
N in e ty  D ay  C o u n td o w n  V o te r  
E d u c a tio n  P ro je c t . League  
P resident John E . Jacob  sa id , 
“ There is no excuse fo r not voting  
in 1984.”

T he  League p lan  calls  fo r  com ­
munity m obilization  to  increase the

Vernon Jordan 
(Photo: Richard J. Brown)

Demos counting on gender gap
by Catherine Siegner

The D em ocratic  N a tio n a l C o m ­
mittee and the Dem ocratic party are 
depending on the w o m en ’s vote to  
m ove th e ir  cand idates  in to  the  
W hite House this fall and intend to  
target the West Coast states as one 
way o f meeting this goal.

D N C  spokeswomen brought that 
message to  P o rtlan d  S aturday  at a 
press conference prior to a day-long  
"Gender G ap Regional Conference”  
at the Westin Benson Hotel.

A n n  Lew is, p o litic a l d irec to r o f  
the D N C ; E le a n o r S m eal, fo rm e r  
p res iden t o f  the N a t io n a l  
O rganization  for W om en; C aroline  
W ilk in s , ch a ir o f  the  “ W o m e n ’ s 
Vote ’84”  Task Force o f the Oregon  
D e m o c ra tic  p a rty , and  E liz a b e th  
B u rke  B ry a n t, d ire c to r  o f  the

percentage o f  B lack voters  fro m  
508k o f 1980 to a projected 608k in 
1984. Such an increase would result 
in 1.2 m illion  more Black voters at 
the p o lls . T h e  L ea g u e ’ s 113 a f ­
filiates in 34 states and the D istrict 
o f Colum bia w ill assist in this push 
for more Black voters.

T he  League’s in itia l step tow ard  
c o m m u n ity  m o b iliz a tio n  was its 
release o f  the V o te r E d u c a tio n  
H a n d b o o k , C h ild re n  o f  the 60 's . 
T h e  h an d b o o k  o u tlin es  d em o n ­
s tra ted , successful techniques fo r  
reg istering  young (18 -2 4  year o ld )  
voters.

Sunday, July 29th, Jacob opened 
the con ference  w ith  his K eynote  
A ddress and set the tone fo r  the  
days that followed. He emphasized 
the d ifference the Black vote could  
make in 1984 and said, “ The most 
s e lf-d e fe a tin g , su ic idal th in g  any  
Black person can do in 1984 is not to 
vo te ."

The Annual Conference attracted 
some 12 ,000  people to  C leve lan d . 
M any o f the conference goers atten­
ded several fo ru m s  and heard

D N C ’s W o m e n ’s V o te  '8 4 , were  
present to  o u tlin e  the p a rty 's  
strategy and the figures that support 
the “ Gender G a p "  theory.

“ T w o  out o f th ree  adu lts  in 
poverty are w om en,”  said W ilkins. 
“ W h a t i f  we were a ll to  go to  the 
polls?”  She showed charts that in ­
dicated $4%  o f the to ta l Am erican  
electo ra te  is com prised  o f w om en  
and six m illio n  m ore w om en than  
m en are  expected to  go to  the  
polls N o vem ber 6 th . T h is  G ender 
G ap  is made up o f an expected ten 
p o in ts  am ong  th a t 348k, in  fa v o r  
o f the Democratic presidential slate.

“ W a s h in g to n  and O reg o n  are  
very im p o r ta n t “ b a ttle g ro u n d  
states ' th a t the D e m o c ra tic  p a rty  
cou ld  c a r r y ,"  e x p la in ed  L ew is . 
"T h e  Gender G ap is not some quirk

speakers who addressed issues based 
on the con ference them e: E q u ity , 
Excellence, Em powerm ent.

T he  n o t-fo r -p ro f it  o rgan ization  
was also addressed by D em ocratic  
Presidential Candidate W alter M o n ­
d ale , V ic e -p res id e n tia l C an d id a te  
G erald ine  F erraro  and Republican  
Congressman Jack Kemp.

In  their addresses to  the League, 
M o n d a le  and F erra ro  attacked the 
R eagan A d m in is tra t io n  c a llin g  it 
“ in s e n s itiv e "  to  the needs o f  the 
poor and  to  m in o ritie s . M o n d a le  
lashed out at the A d m in is tra t io n ’s 
in s e n s itiv ity  but m a in ta in e d  his 
" tra c k  re c o rd "  in c iv il rights is a 
good one.

M ondale  hum orously added that 
a speech given e a rlie r  by fo rm e r  
Ixague President Vernon Jordan was 
" th e  best one”  he had heard come 
out o f the conference. Jordan sup­
ported the M o n d a le -F erra ro  ticket 
in his speech and urged others to do 
likewise. Jordan said M ondale won 
the n om in a tio n  w ith o u t the Black

or d ip  in the d a ta . T h ere  is a new 
dynam ic  in p o litics . T he  fact that 
the v ic e -p re s id e n tia l ca n d id a te  is 
com ing  (to  O reg o n ) shows the ex­
tent o f resources that are going to be 
made available in this state.”

Asked how the Dem ocratic party  
plans to address the issues and con­
stituencies represented  by Jesse 
Jackso n ’s R a in b o w  C o a lit io n ,  
Lewis said Ernie Green o f jackson’s 
p res iden tia l cam paign  s ta f f  has 
joined the M ondale campaign and if 
“ we d idn ’t include these constituen­
cies, we wouldn’t deserve to w in ."

Lewis said coalition building will 
be the corners to ne  o f  the M o n -  
dale/Ferraro  campaign and (hat ad­
d itio n a l Blacks and H ispanics w ill 
be brought into the e ffo rt "over the 
next few weeks.”

Ferraro raps Reagan
by Catherine Siegner

A chanting  and p lacard -w av in g  
crowd o f about 1,500 people greeted 
Vice-presidential Candidate Geraldine 
Ferraro  Tuesday evening as she a r ­
rived by motorcade at the downtown 
Portland Westin Benson Hotel.

A long  w ith  the m a jo rity  o f sup­
porters, however, were several dozen 
m em bers o f a n ti-a b o rt io n  groups  
who carried signs accusing Ferraro  
of being in favor o f abortion.

T h e  p ro -life  forces a p p a re n tly  
surprised ra lly  o rg an izers  by a p ­
pearing early and bearing signs with 
ghastly pictures o f aborted  fetuses 
and w earin g  b uttons  such as 
“ W o m en  fo r  R e a g a n "  and  
“ Mothers for Reagan-Bush." There 
was some scu fflin g  between them  
and p ro -Ferraro  supporters as each 
group jockeyed for positions on the 
crowded street.

vote but that he could not w in the 
election without the Black vote.

“ Reagan must go in 1984," Jordan 
said.

In his address, Rev. Jesse Jackson 
attacked  the P re s id e n t’ s t r i l l io n  
dollar defense budget and said that 
he would move to fu lly  support the 
M ondale-Ferraro  ticket once, in his 
w ords, " th e ir  d irec tio n  is c le a r ,”  
Jackson said the Black voter cannot 
be o verloo ked  by the D em ocra tic  
party.

In  his c losing re m a rk s . League  
President John Jacob agreed w ith  
stokes, saying, Jackson “ blazed a 
trail for Black candidates to fo llow ”  
in the years to come. He added that 
a concrete result of Jackson’s cam ­
paign  was to  put a w om an in the 
vice-presidential slot.

ACLU challenges #8
T h e  A m eric a n  C iv il  L ib e rtie s  

U n ion  o f Oregon and the N ational 
Law yers G u ild , representing three 
O reg on  vo te rs , p e titio n e d  the 
Oregon Supreme Court Wednesday 
to order the Secretary o f State not to 
place B allo t M easure N o . 8 on the 
Novem ber ballot.

T he  p e tit io n  asks the C o u rt to  
declare that the measure violates a 
section o f the Oregon C onstitu tion  
w hich reads: “ A  proposed law or 
am en dm ent to  the C o n s titu tio n  
shall em brace one subject only and 
m atters  p ro p e rly  connected  
therew ith.”

T h e  m easure, cap tion ed  
" R E V I S E S  N U M E R O U S  
C R I M I N A L  L A W S  C O N C E R ­
N IN G  P O L IC E  P O W E R S  
T R IA L S ,  E V ID E N C E ,  S E N T E N ­
C IN G ,”  has tw enty-three sections 
T h e  S u prem e C o u r t ,  a fte r  t  suc­
cessful challenge to  the ballo t title  
prepared by the A tto rney G eneral, 
said “ T h e  proposed  s ta tu to ry

T w o  wom en bystanders objected  
to  the p ro -life  d isp lay  o f  graphic- 
posters. " I ’ m very p ro -c h o ic e ."  
said L inda B Davis, a Ferraro  sup­
p orter and secretary  o f  the  
D em ocratic  p arty  o f O re g o n . “ It 
should a lw ays  be a personal 
choice.”

H er com pan ion  agreed. “ I 'm  a 
registered R ep u b lic a n  and a 
R epub lican  p rec inc t c o m m ittee  
w om an, and I 'm  opposed to  the ir 
dram atizing  their views this w a y ,”  
said M aureen Jackson o f Portland. 
" I t ’ s u n fa ir to  lum p her (F e rra ro )  
in w ith  p ro -a b o r tio n  people  just 
because she’s pro-choice.”

The crowd was mostly mellow but 
grew increasingly restive as the wait 
for Ferraro  stretched to  m ore than  
an hour. Supporters wearing M on - 
d a le /F e rra ro  buttons and w aving  
signs read ing  “ G e ra ld in e , N o t  
J e lly b e a n s ,"  “ A W o m a n  is the  
T ic k e t ,”  and " V a n c o u v e r ,  
W ashington  Votes F e rra ro ”  took  
up the chant "G e rry , G e rry "  as her 

F inally , she
emerged from  a hotel side door and 
mounted a p latform  to speak.

“ They were right when they said, 
'G o  W est, young w o m a n , go 
W e s t!’ "  F e rra ro  shouted. “ W e ’ ll 
come here o ften  and come here to

Cable controversy grows
by l.an ita  D uke

G R A S S R O O T  N E W S . N . W  —  
A crisis in c o m m u n ity  T  V . is 
creating  cries o f  “ fo u l”  and  
"breech o f c o n tra c t"  am ong P o rt­
land C ab le  Access ac tiv is ts  w ho  
believe Rogers C able Systems have 
welched on the ir agreem ent w ith  
PC A

In 1981, when Rogers bid for the 
Portland franchise, they stated they 
would fund, equip and hep P C A  to 
grow. But Rogers recently asked the 
C ity  to cut its franchise fee by one 
half, which reduces the amount due 
P C A  during its fiscal year, starting  
September 1st.

Rachel Jacky, president o f P C A  
said the reduction in R oger’s fra n ­
chise fee w ould cripple com m unity  
access. “ The U n ion  Avenue studio  
that Rogers agreed to  bu ild  w ould  
not be built and there is a possibility 
that the S outheast s tu d io  w ou ld  
close.

changes are many and diverse. They 
encom pass the fo llo w in g  genera l 
areas: v ic tim s ' com pensation  and  
participation in the crim inal justice 
system , ch arg in g  o f  c rim es, ( r ia l  
procedure , sentencing and p aro le  
and repeal o f  statutes reg u la tin g  
stops, frisks and the suppression of 
evidence u n la w fu lly  o b ta in e d ."  It 
then rewrote the ballot title  so that 
the vo ter is w arned  in  the e x ­
p la n a tio n  ( l im ite d  by law  to  73 
words, " N O T K  I I H IS  D FS f R IP  
H O N  DOBS N O T  ID E N T IF  Y 
A L L  C H A N G E S  P R O P O S E D  T O  
C R IM IN A L  S T A T U T E S ."

The voters p etitio n in g  the court 
state that they support some p o r ­
tions o f the m easure and oppose  
others and face confusion  and u n ­
certa in ty  as to  how to  vote on the 
measure.

The A C L U  and L aw yers  G u ild  
argue that this is precisely the evil 
that the single-subject provision was 
intended to prevent.
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w in !”
F e rra ro  touched  on R o na ld  

R eagan 's  c o n tro v e rs ia l rem ark  
about the Soviet Union made during 
a rad io  voice test recen tly , saying, 
" N o  president has thought nuclear 
war was a joke until (his president 
W alter M o n d a le  and I d o n 't think  
i t ’s a joke . It 's  tim e to stop the ex­
change o f insults and start the ex­
change o f serious proposals for arms 
co n tro l . . .W e  w ant a governm ent 
that looks ahead, not back.”

A fte r her b rie f rem arks, Ferraro  
walked along the sidewalk shaking 
hands w ith  supporters until moving 
inside the hotel for a m eeting w ith  
loca l D em o cra ts  w ho had helped  
o rg an ize  the h as tily  put together 
rally

F e rra ro  was scheduled to  leave  
Wednesday afternoon  a fter a b rie f 
public  app earance  th a t m o rn in g  
Local D em o cra ts  w ere m iffe d  
somewhat that no add itional public 
rallies could be planned due to  the 
vice presidential candidate’s lim ited  
stop in Oregon But a private dinner 
reception  and luncheon w ith  w ell- 
heeled supporters  was inc luded  in 
her schedule.

Ferraro  w ill visit Seattle later this 
week b e fo re  re tu rn in g  hom e to  
Queens, New York.

“ A lso , (here is a corresponding  
red u c tio n  in w o rk s h o p , tra in in g ,  
a v a ila b il ity  o f  e q u ip m e n t, s tu d io  
space and lim e . In  essence, few er 
people w ill be tra in e d  on how to  
produce their own T .V . ,  and fewer 
program s w ill be p ro du ced . ”  she 
added.

C u rren tly , P C A  is aired on chan 
nels 3, 5 , 7 and 11. Jacky said 
Rogers may claim two il a reduction 
in franchise fees is approved by the 
C ity .

A n o th e r issue is the $ 1 0 0 .(MM) 
Rogers has deposited in escrow In  a 
le tte r to  the C a b le  R e g u la to ry  
Com m ission’s P C A  attorney, David  
M a ie r , said tha t m oney was e a r­
marked for R C A . “ It is a breech o f 
con tra c t o f an e x p lic it franch ise  
provision.”

Jacky said Rogers was speculating 
on a M ia m i, F lo rid a  ru ling  by the 
F edera l C o m m u n ic a tio n  C o m  
mission that may not require cable 
com panies to  in v o lu n ta r ily  pay  
anything over a 5 percent franchise 
fee.

Rogers is the v ic tim  o f an over- 
enthusiastic p ro fit  p ro je c tio n . O f ­
ficials said they are expecting a $3 2 
million cash short fall

O n  F r id a y , A ugust 3 rd , P C A  
program m ers held an electronic in ­
fo rm a tio n  p icket line  w here they  
chan te d , “ E scrow . N o ! ”  and  
"Rogers keep your prom ise."

W ithout P C A , you and I have no 
c h o ic e ,"  one p ro g ram m er stated  
“ W e ca ll in to  q uestion  R o ger's  
good faith  in negotiating their con 
tract w ith us," another added.

Jacky said P C A  noted a reluctance 
18 months ago, in Rogers to  fu lf il  
the ir c o n tra c tu a l o b lig a tio n  and a 
new c o n tra c t w ith  Rogers was 
signed J a n u a ry , 1984, w ith  c o n ­
cessions on the part o f P C A .

“ W e w ou ld  p ro vid e  the studios  
and extend their paym ent schedule 
W e w o u ld  absorb  e q u ip m e n t and  
replacement costs.

“ T here  is a very clear ind ication  
tha t Rogers in tends  to  w ith d ra w  
w h a te v er su p p o rt they  can fro m  
com m unity T  V .”
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