
g j . . .  ■. -  ’ •

Could you be a career CPA?
The professional accountng field 

has grown immensely in the last 35 
years and is still expanding. In the 
United States, there are more than 
10,000 accountants. Despite the 
strong attraction to the Public A c
counting profession in the Î  or 4 
decades, college-bound high school 
graduates know less about public 
accounting than they do about other 
professions. Here are some answers 
to some of the questions often asked 
about the accounting profession.

LaVERNE SPRING ER

Portlander appears in 
off-Broadway show

LaVerne Springer is currently ap
pearing in the o ff-B ro ad w ay  
production  o f N tozake Shange's 
For Colored Girls Who Have Con
sidered Suicide When the Rainbow  
is Enuf. at the Black Experimental 
T h eatre , directed by Neville R it- 
chen, as the "Lady in Brown".

Laverne is a native o f Portland  
and has appeared on the Portland  
stage in For Colored G ir ls ... as the 
"L a d y  in R ed" and the " L a d y  in 
B lu e " . She has also appeared in 
Lake Oswego Community Theatre's 
A Royal Family  and Cannon Beach 
Theatre's Maude.

LaVerne currently resides in New 
Y o rk  C ity  w ith her sons, and is 
avidly pursuing a career in theatre 
and film . She has also appeared in 
the award winning Champeen and 
can curren tly  be seen in her first 
national commercial for M C I. She 
is also m aking her film  debut in 
Francis Ford C o p po lla 's  movie 
"Colton Club starring Richard Gere

and Gregory Hines (to be released at 
Christmas).

A nd, she has just been cast as 
"M yra” in National Black Theatre's 
One Monkey Don 'I Stop N o Show to 
begin in July.

" I  love this crazy business, I think 
I was born to it! I f  you want to find 
out if you’ve got it, this is the place 
The endless hours o f aud itions, 
rejection, call backs, rehearsals, I 
love it!

" F o r  C o lored  G irls  . . .  is my 
heart, it ’s where I got my start. And 
to be able to do it in New York is 
fabulous! One night the author was 
in the house and she said we were 
fierce! Can you imagine that? I wish 
all my fam ily and friends could be 
here. I would like to dedicate this 
production to an incredible director, 
Rosemary A llen , my fam ily Bessie 
and Alex Eaden and my sons Randy 
and Gabe who keep my life “ center 
stage.”

W hoaraC P A a?
C P A 's  are specially trained  

professionals who usually have 
either undergraduate or graduate  
degrees in business and accounting. 
They have to pass an exam ad 
ministered by the state in order to 
practice. CPA 's perform accounting 
services, for a fee. for the public, 
large and small businesses, non
profit organizations, partnerships 
and individuals. A C P A  may prac
tice alone (a sole practitioner), in a 
small local or regional partnership 
or in one o f the very large national 
and worldwide accounting firms. As 
experts in accounting, their business 
is selling opinions on accounting  
matters to clients. Since these 
opinions a ffect o ther's  m ajor in 
vestments and business decisions, a 
C P A 's  reputation and practice to 
clients is on the line in every 
business encounter.

W hat do CPA a do?

They are involved in three basic 
areas o f accounting practice: 
auditing, taxes and management in
fo rm atio n  consulting (Business 
systems). Most C PA 's develop sub
stantial skill in and limit their prac
tice to just one o f these areas. 
However, a small number of CPA's  
operate as general practitioners and 
perform services in all three.

I f  you become an au d ito r, you 
w ill devote much o f your time to 
examining financial statements to be 
put into your client's annual report 
to shareholders
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I f  you become a tax accountant, 
you wil assist or advise in the filing 
o f various lax returns (state and 
federal) and you will be involved in 
resolving any problems or questions 
resulting from any revenue agent's 
exam ination o f your clien t's  re
turns.
inform ation  consulting (Business 
systems) area, you will work exten
sively with computers, management 
information reporting and control.

la being a CPA rewarding?

In many ways it is a challenging 
profession where you can develop 
your own skills at your own pace, 
even a very rapid pace. One can 
quickly assume sizeable respon
sibilities and a leadership role. It is a 
field  where the only thing that

determines your progress is you. 
The profession is financially rewar
ding. C PA  compensation is equal or 
belter than that o f the lop level ac
counting personnel in industry.

Earnings progress to more than 
$50,000 a year at the partnership  
level, and well beyond that for ac
counting firm executives.

W hat akllla doaa a CPA n o d ?

You must have superior technical 
ability. Also, you must be “ people- 
oriented" in this profession. In o r
der to be an expert accountant, one 
must have high quantitative abilities 
and a genuine interest in numbers. 
The necessary "people skills”  in
clude excellent written and verbal 
communication ab ility , the ability  
to work w ith and deal effectively

with others, even under stress, and 
the capacity to present one's views 
effectively and persuasively.

Whara can CPA Information  
ba obtained?

You can start with the accounting 
departm ent at your college or 
university, or any career counselor 
in your area A lso, you can 
write the American Institute of Cer
tified Public Accountants (A IC P A )  
at 1211 Avenue o f the Am ericas, 
New York, N .Y . 10036. Financial 
aids is sometimes available for those 
seeking accounting or business 
careers. The A IC P A  provides a 
number of partial scholarships each 
year to undergraduate m in ority  
students who are enrolled in accoun
ting programs.

Get a degree of experience
Many jobs today require a degree 

for eligibility or for promotion. Too 
often the criteria  fo r hiring are 
credentials rather than knowledge. 
This is a frequently used technique 
to limit employing elderly workers, 
women and minorities.

The G .l B ill, federal and state 
student loan programs have made it 
easy for a student eligible for college 
to attend, in the past. However, a 
college education is becoming 
lim ited to the affluent now as was 
the case years ago.

An interesting alternative to the 
standard 4-year college attendance 
is being offered by Thom as A . 
Edison College Founded in 1972, in 
Edison, New Jersey, it has awarded 
associate or bachelor degrees to 
more than a thousand students for 
academic study at another college, 
for knowledge acquired on the job, 
or for independent study.

Edison College has no faculty, no 
library, and no campus. Il is one of 
New Jersey’s nine state colleges. It is 
housed in a small building rented 
from nearby Princeton University. 
The college was accredited by the 
M idd le  States Association o f

Schools and Colleges in July. This is 
the same organization (hat accredits 
Princeton University.

The college is named after 
Thomas Edison, the inventor of the 
electric light and the phonograph, 
who never went to college. The 
college catalogue states that, today, 
Edison's academic credentials 
"would probably not be considered 
for a responsible job at any research 
firm in the country.”

Edison is the only accredited  
college that offers no academic 
courses, provides credit for life ex
perience and exists solely for 
recognizing knowledge.

The college does little  adver
tisement for fear that it w ill look 
like ,i college degree mail order mill.

How long a degree applicant went 
to school is not material. They will 
search the college archives. Practical 
and general knowledge in various 
fields can be combined for degree 
evaluation by faculty consultants.

A fte r establishing previous 
college credits arrangements can be 
made with Edison academic coun
selors to take add itiona l courses 
thay may be required for a degree.

The courses can be taken near your 
home.

Edison basically d iffe rs  from  
other external degree programs  
because it relies more on individual 
assessment than w ritten  
exam inations. A lm ost 36 o f its 
students are over 30 years o f age. 
The college recognizes that the value 
of its credentials will be determined 
by reputations established by its 
graduates.

After receiving a degree, Edison 
graduates have been accepted as 
graduate students at various univer
sities.

This is a marvelous opportunity  
to use the totality of the Black ex
perience for academic credentials.
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OPEN 9AM to 10PM - 7 DAYS A WEEK

Everyday You’ll Discover Lots of 
Good Reasons to Shop at Your Local Fred Meyer!

Come in today and take advantage of the specials in every department.

SERVICE, SELECTION, 
QUALITY, PRICE
Friendly service High quality products Great 

selection, low prices Four key reasons that make the 
Fred Meyer One Stop Shopping Center unique You'll 
find that your Fred Meyer store is really a shopping 
mall in itself, with everything you need under our one 
roof We rail it "One Stop Shopping'. smart < ustomers 
like you call it a great way to save time, gas and money 
And remember, if you're ever dissatisfied with any 
product you have purchased from your Fred Meyer 
for any reason, return it and we’ll cheerfully replace it 
or refund your money Come see for yourself why 
there are so many good reasons to shop at Freil 
Meyer

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS
The Prescription Drug Department is run by a 

dedic ated staff of professional Pharmac ists who will fill 
your prescriptions quickly as you shop Your 
Presr option Drug Center is open 11 hours a day seven 
days a week to serve you anytime you need help 
Come in today and see how easy it is to transfer your 
presr options to Fred Meyer
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GARDEN CENTER
Add a bright spot to your home or yard with j 

healthy plant from the Fred Meyer Garden ( enter At 
your ( harden ( enter you’ll find a selec tion of the most 
popular plants for your indoor and outdoor 
gardening, plants ideally suited for the climate 
conditions of the Northwest Add some life to your life 
today with lush, green plants

FAMILY CLOTHING________
You’ll find a wide assortment of good looking, 

fashions for your family by makers you know and trust 
like Levi's. NIKI . Playtex. A Smile. Komar. Seattle Blues 
and more Make Fred Meyer your family's fashion 
headquarters today remember, you'll find the 
clothes and shoes your family is looking for, for less

Your Fred Meyer Variety and Photo Flextronics 
sections constantly strive to insure that you find 
everything you need lor your home and 
entertainment for less Come in today and look over 
our selection of classic and contemporary furniture, 
household /nd  cleaning supplies, small appliances, 
food preparation aids, automotive supplies, pet 
supplies, telephones, outdoor and sporting goods, 
toys for your children, candy, cameras, stereos. T V.'s. 
film, video tape, records, books and magazines and 
more

If you're looking for variety, you'll find it in the Fred 
Meyer Variety and Photo Electronics sections - all at 
low Fred Meyer prices Don't miss the special savings 
on things you and your family need and use everyday 
Come in today and start saving money by shopping 
the One Stop Way

FINE JEWELRY
Come into our Fine lewelry Section and witness a 

dazzling display of the finest Diamonds and precious 
gems available Look over our selection of fine 
timepieces by Citizen. Pulsar and world reknown 
Seiko loop a strand of Pearls around your neck 
charm a special friend with a fine 14 kt Gold 
neckchain or bracelet The Fine lewelry you’re looking 
for is at your Fred Meyer Fine lewelry Section

HOM E IMPROVEMENT
If you enjoy creating things yourself, you’ll 

appreciate the vast array of hardware, tools, building 
supplies, paint and painting supplies, lumber, fixtures, 
insulation, flooring, light fixtures, wood cutting 
equipment, chain saws and more Come in right now 
and find everything you need to do it yourself for less 
at your complete Fred Meyer Home Improvement 
Center

FOOD
Your neighborhcxxl Fred Meyer is the plac e to shop 

for food You'll find a super selection at low I red 
Meyer prices USDA Choice Meats, Garden Fresh 
Produce. Oven-Baked Goods. Deli Items Dairy Fresh 
Products and more For healthier eating, you’ll also 
find a complete selection of natural foods, vitamins, 
money saving bulk foods, suppliments. natural 
cosmetics, coffee beans, natural drinks and literature 
in your Fred Meyer Nutrition (en ter Fvery week 
you’ll find money saving spe< tals that can really help 
you lower your family’s food bill
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