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A
 P A IN T IN G  A N D  the artist.

" B ila lia n  Odyssey”  is the 
painting Isaac Shamsud-Din is the 
artist II is well-nigh impossible to 
peak of this painting alone as this 

particular painting is uniquely a part 
o f the very soul and fiber o f its 
creator. Isaac surveyed his life  ex­
periences and found them inex­
tricably bound to racial struggles 
with the circumstances o f his time. 
So, he painted the history o f all 
A fro  A m ericans— and it was his 
own. The pain ing, a m ura l, is 
mounted inside the entrance to the 
iustice C enter build ing in dow n­
town Portland.

" B ila l  was the first M u e z z in ,"
Shamsud Din explained carefully  
when asked about the title . " A  
muezzin is a minister of the Muslim  
religion who is a caller to prayer. He 
is known for his courage in his un­
failing  fa ith  and com m itm ent. I 
used " B ila l ia n "  instead of 
" A fr ic a n ”  this tim e— to (under­
score) my spiritual commitment to 
Islam back in 1968," Shanisud-Din 
said

I be sixth of 14 children born to
Isaac and Geneva Allen of Atlanta, 
fexas, Isaac came to P o rtland 's  
Vanport housing project in 1947.
I he memories o f many cruel in ­
justices in his own life as an A lro - 
Am erican man smoulder yet. He 
once told Sid White of the Evergreen 
Slate College in Olympia and Jack 
I yerly, art authority o f Portland,

" I  look upon my society as putting 
me in the position of a warrior. 1 use 
my pencil, pen and brush to alter the 
A fro -A m eric an s ' view o f them ­
selves. I aim to show the genius, the 
love, the humor, the resourcefulness 
and creative accomplishment o f the 
Afro-American people "

At age 44, Isaac Shamsud Din has 
been active in the C iv il Rights 
movement since the early I960'x. In 
P o rtlan d , Isaac was one o f the 
leaders o f a public demonstration  
against police b ru ta lity  in 1963. 
Currently , he lectures and demon­
strates his art in prisons of the North­
west. He has been a lecturer in the 
early Black Studies program ol San 
Francisco Stale University and the 
co-director of an Oregon-State sup­
ported program for disadvantaged 
students.

In  1970-71, he was a lecturer in 
the Black Studies programs for 
Reed college and J’ u i lland  State 
University. In 1977, Shamsud Din 
represented Portland in Nigeria at 
the W orld  fes tiv a l of Black Arts  
and Culture

An artist since he was a ch ild , 
Isaac attended the Portland  Art 
Museum Art School when he was 12 
years old. At age 14, he attended  
summer classes o f the Arts and 
Music program at the University of 
Kansas at Lawrence for three years. 
He painted his first mural at PSU 
while he was a student there from  
1963 to 1965. In 1982, Isaac won a

$5 ,000 award from  the N ational 
Endowment for the Arts for an oil 
painting o f a ch ild , his little  
daughter.

In B ilalian Odyssey, a painting  
made possible through the grant of 
funds from  the M etro p o litan  Art 
Com m ission, Adam  Y ork strides 
forward down to center front. York 
strong, intelligent, wary and resource­
ful had been a slave to W illiam  
Clark back in Missouri Pictured as 
a historical and vital member of the 
Lewis and C lark expedition to the 
West, York surveys the unknown, 
uncharted land through which he 
will help guide the wagon train

The artist gives prominence to 
Y ork as a Black pioneer o f the 
West, but the painting reaches fa r­
ther into the past to depict African  
slaves being sold on the block in 
America, their chains are there, and 
the flag of the Confederacy is there, 
loo Alongside of these arc the Buf­
falo Soldiers, members of the Black 
Tenth C ava lry , a legend in the 
western history of Texas, the Black 
Bicycle Corps pedaling 1,900 miles 
in 1897 testing the feasib ility  of 
bicycles for warfare M ary fields, 
the famous tw o-fisted g un -to tin ' 
stagecoach driver and pony-express 
rider, is there too.

The artist also shows Bill Pickett, 
a star perform er in W ild  West 
shows, throwing a steer, and he 
made room for Beatrice Cannady, 
the first Black woman to become an

attorney in Oregon. She loo, was an 
activist in her own style. Others  
depicted are George W ashington, 
who founded C entra lia ; George 
Bush o f Bush P ra irie  h istory; 
Richard Arthur Bogle and America 
Bogle, prominent business people of 
1865 Walla Walla

O f the more than 100 historic  
figures featured by Shamsud-Din, 
many were represented by friends 
and relatives of the artist who posed 
for him for the honor.

Local art authorities who have 
viewed B ila lian  Odyssey have 
praised it, including Darrell Clegg 
o f the M etro p o litan  Arts Com  
mission, who termed the mural the 
largest and most important mural in 
the state o f O regon. Donald  
Jenkins, d irector o f the Portland  
Art Museum found the mural 
orig inal in its concept and well 
executed by the artist.

Benny Andrews, a director of the 
Visual Arts Program  o f the 
National Endowment for the Arts, 
here on a one-day site-visit, made a 
stop to see the installations arranged 
by M A C  at the Justice Center. A n­
drews was deeply impressed by all 
that he saw and expressed ad­
miration for Shamsud-Din's mural, 
calling it " a  vibrant, active, warm  
portrayal o f the Black p ioneers,"  
and summing the work as being a 
"w e ll-in teg ra ted  expression ol a 
lender social issue in its approach 
and accomplishment "

ALLEN TEMPLE CME CHURCH
Corner of 8th and Skidmore

Sunday School 9 30am 
Sunday Worship 11 00am 

Christian Youth Fellowship 6 00pm 
(second and fourth Sundays)
Elonza J. Edward» IPastorl

THE MOUNT OLIVET BAPTIST CHURCH 
N.E. Ft rat 6  Schuyler • 284 1964

J o h n  H  J ackson  M in is te r. M  f d  M  D  
9  30 A  M  C hurch  S ch o o l 

11 00  A M  C o n g re g a tio n a l W o rs h ip  

5  0 0  P M  Vesper S erv ice  
10 0 0  A M  B ap tism  F o u rth  S u n d a y  

11 0 0  C o m m u n io n  E ach First S u n d a y

The American Baptist Convention. American Baptist Churches of 
Oregon: Lott Carey Foreign Mission Convention National, Oregon, 

Portland Ecumenical Ministries, American Bible Society. M ErM 
Board.

*» alleai noe a < orditi U l  eicornz «> 
Orte boor fflis ito n arr li . ip ix t  Chtirth
•re« rrrrnai, * nt »i n b i i / u o  ro rrn • op « ««/>•

JT2S N Gaataabaia Avaaae Portland Orate« 97227

Re* 4 Hernard DrvetA 1 4  4 B 4 Pasini

ta rty  S a »> *e  • •  rr, •  Sunday School I ’ S i *
M ornr'-g  W orahrp 10 40  a m  un t.1 •  H'taa T - a - n g  Urwn- 6 p m  
fw x x x g  W rxahH, 7 ®  p m •  M xtw ea «  S a rv x a  noon W adnaada*

P'ayar M aafm g  6 JO p  m WarR-wada»

C o m e  w i t h  m e  to  N e w  H o p e  fo r  a n  
i r r e s is t ib le  w o r s h ip  e x p e r ie n c e 1

H 4 r r r  uZ/peoples n t all rasc \ ao  *«*/« ow ed in worship

YOU ARE WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT

84 N.E. Killingsworth • 281 0499
"A warm spirit ol fellowship always"

I lie Ark of SiifetN 
irt h of God in ( hrist

r  UV F

I oil
a lin  

I  IL' I « t 
i man

T uesday
B ib le  Band  
Thursday
C ho ir R ehearsal

7 3 0 p  m

7 0 0  p  rn

S u n d a y
S u n d a y  S ch o o l 9  15 a m
M o rn in g

W o rs h ip 11 1 5 «  m
U P W W 6 30  p m
E vangelistic

W o rs h ip 8  0 0  p m

Tue sd a y  Friday N o o n  D ay
P rayer

Cord

Friday
T h e  P astor S peaks

7 3 0  p m

S atu rd ay
M o rn in g  P rayer 9  0 0  a m

I*** w - John H

P r i s o n  M in i s t r i e s ,  h i t .  
Kent, lung the lolal Man 

Body . . .
.Mind . . . &

Spirit . . .

A M. PRINTING CO.
2201 N. Killingsworth
Phone: 283-2487

FOR ALL YOUR PRINTING NEEDS

O ffice b  Business 
Letterheads • Business Cards 
Bulletins •  Price Lists •  Charts  
N ew sletters  • Forms • Flyers 

Envelopes *A D S  PLACED
Al Daniels. J r., w ith  his proud parents.

•Prison Ministries provides: Chapel services, counseling and visitation
• Prison Ministries is: A non profit, religious, tax deductible, organization

(IRS 51 0173823)
•Financial support: Churches, individuals, businesses and foundations
• Prison Ministries. Inc. member of APCCA American Protostant Correc

tional Chaplain Association. Associate member of: ACA American Cor 
rectional Association

Prison M inistries, Inc. 
4042 N. M ich igan  Ave. 

Portland, OR 97227
284 7563

Fifth grader treats parents to 
17th anniversary brunch
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EMMA'S
SOUL FOOD

BREAKFAST
? Egg», c h o ic e  o f b a co n >2 SO

or s ausage  fried  p o ta to e s  or
g rits , to a s t an d  force

D o n u ts 3 «
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Fish S a n d w ic h 2  0 0

H o t D o g  ....................................... 1 0 0

Chrli D o g  ............................. 1 50

H o t I  m bs .................................. I  00
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KITCHEN
C ook  » C horee  D in n er 3 50

R ih  D inner 4 50

Fish D in n er 3 50

Al Daniels, Jr., an eleven-year old 
student, is p lanning to give his 
parents a 17th W'edding Anniver­
sary Brunch al the Thunderbird  
Jantzen Beach, June I0 , 1984

He got the idea of celebrating his 
parents' 17th anniversary, set 
toward his goal and then earned the 
money.

Al is the filth-grade president at 
Laubion School, where he is very ac­
tive in school activities He is also an 
active member of Emmanuel Tem-
pie Church.

His lather, Alfred Daniels, Sr., is

an engineer at Bonneville Power 
A d m in is tra tio n  and his m other, 
Rosemary, is the principal o f Ed­
wards Year-Round School.

A l, J r., invited 17 of his closest 
relatives and friends including both 
of his grandmothers, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Jackson and Mrs. Evelyn Torrence.

His parents say they are over­
whelmed w ith A l ’s desire, deter­
mination and his love for them

A l's  goal has been transform ed  
into a beautiful brunch with a table 
for 17, overlooking the Colum bia  
River.

Listen to the Prove God Now Miracle Crusade Ministry each
4

Sunday morning at 8 A M . on

Boycott against Coca Cola called off

KVAN Radio 1560 A M  on the dial w ith

Evangelist W. Pritchett

1329 N.E. Fremont-281-2560
Tues Sat Be rn • 12a m .. S unday 1 p m . - 12 a .m . 

Closed M onday

The international boycott against 
Coca Cola products has been called 
o ff  due to an agreement reached 
w ith the com pany's plant in 
G uatem ala 450 workers, at the 
plant in G uatem ala C ity , locked 
themselves in to protest the closure 
of the plant, February 17th, 1984, 
and what they say is union busting

and harrassment of union members. 
The boycott, initiated by U.S. labor 
unions, became a major discussion 
item at the com pany's annual 
shareholders meeting in Houston  
last month. Growing international 
support for the boycott led to the 
recent agreement.
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