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. EDITORIAL/OPINION Washington hot line
: by Congressman Ron Wyden
i -
Is th 's rea I I dem oc rac ? In less than four months, a system ~ West Bell have been quoted as  businesses including realtors, in-
of phone rates is scheduled to go in- saying that 60 percent of the surance companies, retail merchan-
'_ to effect that could cost Oregon businesses—those who make a disers and the National Federation
\ The reality that the U.S. sponsored and A run-off election will pit Duarte, whose  businesses an arm and a leg. In fact, smaller number of local of Independent Businesses have
‘ financed elections in El Salvador were merelya  carlier administration allowed 65 as- ‘l"““’ 'i::‘;""“’ '"":db““".“" . ;:”’_"":Ld SR fom e U“:’“"(" thet the "‘:IP”""“
i ) . . 3 2 : ’ t's ca ““measured service."" In oposed change. tility Commissioner delay im-
propaganda ploy is beco"."n' éven more s.“m-.“on' per day, against Roberto d short, that means making Oregon But, even if we accept that plementing local measured phone
evident as Rom.ld Reagan hails them as proof Aubuisson, lelde_f of the death SQ‘“ld.S and  p,qinesses pay for local service the  analysis, in my book, that still adds  service for another year
that his policies are successful and that person.ally responsible for the assassination of same way they now pay for long up to 40 percent of the businesses I think this delay is necessary to
¢ democracy is taking root in that war-torn Archbishop Oscar Romero. distance service—based on the who don’t benefit—who lose under ensure that the measured service
country. But Ronald Reagan is happy and pro- number of calls, length of calls, time the plan—fmd I have to ask if that's propps_al is economically sound —
’ Prior to the elections, representatives of claiming the rebirth of Democracy! The ©f day, and other related factors. IOIO;:POIKY‘ and, if it is determined to be sound,
broad sectors of the country, including the seven months preceding the U.S. election in wl:rhhtc;fs.':o. ::'nTbr:L;fb::?::mn: ewnu;iccr:;ltl:i Tl::ltl;loo?%cp‘ﬂ::: :to e e
; Catholic Church, trade unions and other in- November are extremely dangerous. Whether rcprescnlfl fSO-d-egrec turn in the  ©of our small businesses? ‘It would also be consistent with
¥ dependent groups, said elections held under ©Or not Reagan scnfls U.S. troops to El way we've charged business for And measured service won't be  what the Washington Legislature
present conditions would offer no solution to  Salvador depends entirely on the impact such  local phone service for the past 30 easy on municipalities either. The  has done in a similar case. That
the country's problems—control of the land an invasion will have on his re-election. The Years. But the worst thing about Cnytdor Porllnhnd estimates that it body recently deferred implemen
and resources by a few powerful families. plan, as revealed by the FMLN-FDR, is f measured service is that it is being could cost them an additional tation of a similar plan for the same
y P . .8 Duarte, if elected y to call for direct U (S)f rushed into use with little or no con- $600,000 a year if the new rates g0 amount of time. For the Oregon
The fact that the elections were really for miliury'nid F i sideration of what it will do to into effect. PUC to do likewise would, in my
o : " That is why I and re tat
the benefit o_f Ronald Reagan’s own electoral The military situation in El Salvador is wor- bu;;r:n,.,j,“ of Pacific North- of a mdcy un.;er Tfmg:e::: ?f:'c:ﬁ;?.nfc R —_—
plans was evident to most of the people of El  sening, with the government crumbling and
, Salvador the army becoming unwillin 1
| - 8 to fight nion challenges cuts
Head of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, General The question of military intervention in El LonQShore u g
) Edward Moyer, said, *‘It will be necessary to  Salvador and Nicaragua is not if, but when. If
’ y : / - ‘ . - 0y (Continued from page |, column 4) the Northwest ports they want to cut tain the status quo for a long term
send l'room to El Sllv?:ior if the elections R!lg_ln sees that lmenfem'on will _h"m.h's re- trying to undo the protections writ- grain operating gangs from five to  agreement—five year contracts have
result in a state of chaos. election chances, he will try to wait until after  yeq into the contract. one man, been negotiated in the past—or
November 6th. If he believes the American One of the PMA’s tools agai is i .
. . gainst There is little argument among  whether to go for a one- or two-year
As Fould be.prowcted. the March 25th elec- people will accept intervention, as they did in  the contract protections have been  longshoremen that the employers  contract to see what will happen to
tion did le.SI..lll in cha'os. G Grenada, he will not wait. the use of a Coast arbitrator, who  have consistently violated the contract  the economy and the 1984 election.
The political parties of El Salvador estimate It is imperative that the American ple let  ©Ver the years has made decisions  while rejecting the union’s com- *“There is no longer safety in a
that from 30 to 70 percent of the people were R n know that they do not imcndl to all affecting every aspect of the con-  plaints. Even when the union takes long contract,’”” one longtime
unable to vote because of mass confusion at T OW  tract provisions. the violations to the arbitrator, at  longshore worker remarked. “*With
B g (hous_'"ds of young men to die in Central Over the past years the phrase  great expense, the companies merely  the history of contract violations by
the polls. In El Sfl*lfIOI' itis ISIIM! the law  America and billions of dollars to be wasted in ““PGP abuses’’ came into use, set-  have to make up lost pay if they lose  the employers, bad decisions by the
not to vote nnd this failure can result in death.  war. And they need to remove him from office  ting the arbitrator up as the judge  with no penalty. arbitrator, and the continued
i ‘“The Elections were a national scandal,”” a November 6th: for if he is re-elected, this and jury against wotlm_locuud by 'Wh‘en the union _co‘nfronls erosion of jobs, locking ourselves
National Republican Alliance representative  country will find itself in a long and bloody ~ 'h¢ <mPlovers of cheating on the  violations—often jurisdictional or  into a long term agreement could
' said: : ican Alliance h - g guarantee. ing—with job actions, they are ind us coming out after four or five
3 c..lle.d.:"d the Nlll(lmll ?e?u:lc.t Allia s war that can only end in disaster for the The arbitrator has aided the em-  faced with injunctions, fines and  years too weak to protect our-
s or an annuiment of the vote. nation. ployers’ drive to reduce the forced to go to the arbitrator. selves.”
fe longshore workforce by arbitrarily Due to containerization, the The longshore division of the
; interpreting the contract—sometimes  packing and unpacking of cargo has  ILWU has long been noted for its
‘_-:‘ in favor of the union, but usually in  been moved away from the docks, support of other workers—through
; favor of the employer. cutting deeper into longshorework. local union assessments and active
| employer. On the East Coast, the Intl. strike support. Working people,
?; Industrywide manning scales have Longshoremen's Assn. has won both organized and unorganized,
) been eroded. For example, in San  jurisdictional rights in a 50 mile  look to the ILWU longshoremen for
% Francisco-Oakland gangs working radius from a port. A similar their example as to what can be won
y steel ships have been reduced to  agreement on the West Coast has for workers everywhere.
b four, while in the Los Angeles-  been lost in the maze of the Reagan- More than just the shipping com-
1 Wilmington port the gangs remain  controlled Labor Relations Board. panies are watching to see what
-..“ at the original six. The employers In the era of Reagan, the question  direction the longshoremen turn in
.3 have managed to gain the right to has arisen as to whether this con- this crucial year of contract
l": “*flexibility’’ in manning scales. In  tract should hold the line, and main- negotiations and national elections.
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. Street Beat Our question this week is, ‘“What
‘:‘ issugs would you like the 1984
} by Lanita Duke and Richard Brown | presidential candidates to address?"’
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tters to the Editor
LA
: Letters
.
' To the editor: writing were both informative and We will miss Gloria, but we hope
. refreshing. that she will take with her fond
. | was M"f"g: to ";_"_dh'b"f“ ‘:‘ I have had the pleasure of  memories of us, as we have of her.
5 resignation of Gloria Fisher, in the  knowing Gloria as a friend and as 8 Good luck to Gloria Fisher, we will
3 last i"“f‘ of the P';’“'”d Ob.wmrd reporter for over five years. She will  miss you as a reporter, but most of
Gloria’s style of reporting and  be greatly missed by all who have  all as a friend. We will not forget
4 The Observer welcomes Letters (o h'dt'h?t:w"“““y to know and  you.
- hould be shori, ~ WOrk with her.
the Editor. Letters should be s Karen Masterson
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