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by Lamia Duke

•‘M y life really mean» that the songs 
that I sing are just piece* of a dream 
that I've been building.

W e can make a H and and here 
I 'm  reaching out my hand 'cause I 
know damn well we can, if  we are 
willing.”

(O il Scott-Heron, 1980)

Grassroot News. N. W<— In front 
o f one thousand fans, political 
b lu cs o lo g is t, O i,-S c o tt -H e ro n ,  
showed Portland that he was ready, 
willing and able to keep hi* commit­
ment to the struggle and dreams of 
Afro-Americans. H i* musical com­
m itm ent ha* carved him a unique 
position in record collection* across 
America.

Portland State’ s Black Cultural 
A ffa irs  Board chose Scott-Heron's 
music and message to celebrate  
Black H is to ry  M o n th . The  
celebration  lingers w ith the 
everlasting truth o f the lyrics he in­
corporates in hi* songs and a beat 
that keep* you on your feet.

Since 1970, Scott-Heron ha* kept 
the blues alive by singing about 
something other than, " M y  baby 
has left m e".

H i*  first social-musical tune was 
The R evo lu tion  w ill no l be 
Televised, an original rap that said 
when the struggle reaches it* peak, 
" Y o u  w ill not be able to  plug in. 
turn-on and cop-out."

In 1974, when Amenca was in shock 
over the W atergate B reak-in* and 
the resignation and pardon o f 
Richard Nixon. Scott-Heron sang. 
" W e  beg your pardon A m erica, 
because the pardon you gave was 
not your* to give."

In  1980, he sang. " Y o u  can 
depend on politic ians cause they 
always got a point of view. You can 
depend on a bad position from  
them; change* that you have to go 
through. But don’ t depend on the 
tra in  fro m  W ashington, it's  100

South Africa embargo violated
Philadelphia— The U.S. govern­

ment ha* quietly licensed the com­
m ercial export o f more than 28.3  
million worth o f military technology 
to South Africa during the last three 
years, despite the mandatory arms 
em bargo passed by the United  
N ations, according to a report 
issued jo in tly  today by the 
American Friend* Service Commit- 
teefAFSC) «nd the Washington O f­
fice on Africa, (W O A ).

Based, in p art, on m aterial 
released to the FSC under the 
Freedom o f In fo rm ation  A ct, the 
publication, entitled, "M ilita ry  Ex­
ports to South A frica— A Research 
Report on the Arm s E m b argo ,”  
charge* that government-approved 
export* o f arms technology on the 
State D epartm ent's  "M u n itio n s  
L is t"  are a grave violation o f the 
United Nations arm* embargo. The 
embargo, which became mandatory 
with U.S. support, by a vote of the 
U .N . Security Council in 1977, bars 
the sale o f "a rm s or related

Don't overlook neighborhood energy champs
Overlook residents deserve a pat 

on the back for their e fforts to 
weatherize. According to Portland's 
Energy Saving C enter, Overlook  
residents lead all N orth  Portland  
neighborhoods in the number o f 
homes weatherized through the 
Center’s energy loan program. At 
the next meeting o f the neigh­
borhood association, a represen­
tative from The Energy Saving Cen­
ter will present an award to Jimmy 
W alker, the neighborhood chair­
man, in recognition o f the neigh­
borhood's effort.

Recently, the James Kanyon

PCC scholarships open up
Portland Community College an­

nounces the ava ilab ility  o f 35 
scholarships, with one to be award­
ed to a graduating senior in each of 
the high schools in the PCC district.

Each scholarship entitles the 
recipient to one year full tuition at 
any o f the six PC C  campuses and 
centers located throughout the 
district. This is the third year the 
awards have been made.

Last year, 30 such scholarships 
were given to graduating seniors in 
the area, w ith five schools not 
responding, according to William T.

(Photo: Richard J. Brown)OIL SCOTT HERON
years overdue."

In  an exclusive interview  
fo llow ing  Thu rsday’s concert, 
Scott-H eron, thin and worn from  
traveling and performing, said, " I  
don't do happy or sad songs. I do 
tune* that go together like pieces of 
a puzzle. The albums are like chap­
ter* in a book. The book goes on 
and on because the story goes on 
and on."

He also stated that the ideas he 
sings about are ideas that "B lack  
people already know about. When I 
sing, it gives the idea a certain  
amount of justice.”

Scott-Heron has used his music to 
address concerns that are not

m aterial" to the white-ruled coun­
try.

" T h e  U .S . is sabotaging the in ­
ternational arms embargo by winking 
at U.S. companies' military exports 
to South Africa. The volume of this 
trade is much greater than has ever 
been re p o rte d ."  said Thomas 
Conrad of N A R M IC  (National Ac- 
tion/Research on the M ilita ry  In ­
dustrial C om plex), the Q uaker 
organization's research team.

"R a th e r than outright sales o f 
large weapons systems, exports by 
U.S. corporations consist to a great 
extent o f the building blocks o f 
modern weaponry— components, 
unfinished sub-assemblies and other 
technology that can be easily sub­
merged in large wholesale transac­
tions,”  according to the report.

" T h e  U .S . government claims 
that these exports are for civilian  
use. But this equipment has military 
applications and the Stale Depart­
ment has acknowledged that the 
products are on the Munitions List.

home on Willamette Blvd. was ad­
ded to O verlo o k ’ s roster o f 
weatherized homes. James and Ger­
trude Kanyon had insulation as well 
as storm windows installed in 
February, and are now expecting a 
warmer home and smaller heating 
bills.

The 4V4% loan is available city­
wide to all income eligible  
homeowners— regardless of heating 
type. Typically, a family of four can 
earn up to $31,680 annually and still 
be eligible fo r this program . The  
Center also administers the State's

Dobson, PCC coordinator o f high 
school relations. "W e ’re hoping for 
full participation this year, since all 
35 schools have graduates attending 
P C C ," Dobson said.

Dobson said that district seniors 
interested in applying for the 
scholarships should contact their 
high school counselors during  
spring term.

Winners are determined by high 
school scholarship committees at 
the individual high schools, based 
upon general guidelines suggested 
by PCC.

predom inant issues in the Black 
community, such as nuclear power.

"N uclear energy is an equal op­
portunity destroyer. We didn't need 
to wait until Three Mile Island to see 
that it was coming. Nuclear energy 
is a further threat to our survival.”  
he added.

At Portland State, Scott-Heron  
started the concert with a 45-minute 
monologue where he defined hi* 
music, roots and message. This was 
fo llow ed by a set w ith his band. 
Amnesia Express. Ron H ollow ay, 
tenor sax. Larry M acDonald , per­
cussion and Robert G ordan, bass, 
reminded the audience o f what is 
missing from  to d a y ’s super-

Once this technology reaches South 
A fr ic a , it w ill be impossble to 
prevent it from  being used for 
m ilita ry  purposes,”  explained  
Thomas Conrad.

According to the report, the State 
Departm ent has authorized ship­
ments o f encoding devices, 
navigation gear, image intensifiers 
and technical data to South Africa.

The other types o f sensitive ex­
ports to South Africa "underscore 
the fact that Pretoria has a friend in 
the White House,”  according to the 
Q uaker o rgan ization 's  report, 
which cites government disclosures 
showing that the U.S. has also ship­
ped over half a million dollars worth 
o f "n o n -m ilita ry  arms and am ­
m unition”  and $556 million in air­
craft and related parts to South 
Africa.

"By loosening controls on exports 
to South A fr ic a , the Reagan A d ­
m in istration  is cozying up to the 
w hite-m inority  government in 
Pretoria,”  said Jean Sindab, Direc­

new weatherization rebate for oil 
heated dwellings. This is a 50% cash 
rebate up to $1,218, and is available 
to income eligible renters and 
homeowners. The rebate can be

Inatalllng Ineulatlon In the Jamas Kanyon raaldanca; part of 
Ovariook nalghborhood'a waatharizatlon driva.

THE BEEPER PEOPLE
713 S.W. 12th Street 

all 224-BEEP for a free demonstration.

synthesized, a rtific ia l music. And  
that is good quality  sound. It  was 
nice to hear a pure sax blow with the 
deep, mellow voice o f Scott-Heron  
not distorted beyond recognition.

He guided the audience in to  a 
number o f  song* such at 
W ashington D C . ,  W in ter in 
America. N o t needed Anymore and 
Hold on to Your Dreams

" W e  play three dim ensional 
music. It's physical because you can 
move. It 's  mental because we give 
you ideas and it is spiritual because 
we make you feel better."

Scott-Heron continued. " I  defy 
most Black A m erican  artists to 
come in here and get the kind o f  
feelings we get from  the audience. 
They may get the tame kind o f ap­
plause, but the feelings we create are 
not counterfeit.”

He wants his fans to question the 
music that is being played on the 
airwaves. " I  hope Black people 
know that what they get for free is 
not worth having. The things that 
are valuable are things you have to 
look for and struggle fo r."

The G il Scott-Heron concert was 
not brought to P o rtlan d  by an 
established prom oter but by a 
student organization whose m em ­
bers had to prom ote the concert 
while studying fo r their m id-term  
exams. The Black and white com­
m unity should commend Ronnie  
W alker and the B C A B  who  
displayed composure well beyond 
their years.

S co tt-H ero n  has made his 
keyboard available to the campaign 
o f Rev. Jesse Jackson. “ Anytim e  
we see something or someone trying 
to do something positive for Black 
people, we go in and play. We do not 
have to concur with their philosophy. 
I f  you say you want to do something 
for Black People in A m erica, you 
just risked your life. I f  you believe 
in it that strongly, then I ' l l  be 
there.”

Whal’s all the 
smoke about 
the backyard 
burning ban?

tor o f the W ashington O ffic e  on 
A frica . " T h e  arm * embargo isn’ t 
working because the Administration 
doesn’t want it to ,”  she added.

The report cites a number o f  
vio lations involving technology  
from  U .S . and European com ­
panies. Among them: the diversion 
o f U .S .-o rig in  counterinsurgency 
aircraft and engines to military forc­
es in two South African homelands; 
the shipment o f U .S .-m ade shock 
batons to South A fr ic a ; the 
reported use o f U .S . electronics in 
the new South A frican  G5 155mm 
howitzer and naval fast attack craft; 
the use o f West German technology 
in South A frican  missile systems 
and m ilitary communications gear; 
the award o f several South African  
m ilita ry  patents to Swiss, Ita lia n  
and French companies, and the 
British and French governments. 
The patents cover a range o f 
European inventions in the Fields of 
weapons design, ordnance and 
military vehicles.

DR. BRADY'S
ECONOMIC RECOVERY 

FOR SAVING TEETH 
FOR FAMILY DENTISTRY AT 

LOWER COSTS
"SAVING TEETH 1983”

HIGH QUALITY PORCELAIN CROWNS A BRIDGES 
REINFORCED PORCELAIN CAPS 

PHONE IN FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
REPLACE YOUR MISSING OR DECAYED TEETH With permanent caps

“TWILIGHT SLEEP”
& OTHER ANESTHETICSBY REGISTERED ANESTHETIST 

WHILE PREPARING YOUR CROWNS & BRIDGES

COME IN FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
Complete Cooperation on ALL DENTAL INSURANCE PLANS

OPEN SATURDAYS 
NO ADVANCE APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

Hours Weekdays 8 30am to 5pm Saturday 8 30am to 1pm 
Park Free — Any Park n Shop Lot

DR. JEFFREY BRADY, DENTIST
SEMLER BLDG. „ SALEM
S W 3rd A Yamhill 110'j Commercial N E
Downtown PORTLAND 581 8699

combined with either the 4V i%  loan 
or the state's 616 loan, making  
w eatherization  very inexpensive. 
For in fo rm atio n  call The Energy 
Saving Center at 248-4636.
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