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Uaa Calhoun, left, of Gary. Indiana, edges Wlille May of Chicago 
by a head to win the 110 mater hurdles In Roma. 1900

Otla Davis, second from left, won the 400 matar gold matai In 11

l l  abo must be remembered that Beamon's mark was two feet longer than 
the record 27 feet 4M  inches set by Ralph Boston in 196J. Beamon was com 
peting against Boston and Igor Ter-Ovanesyan. a Soviet long jumper, who 
had tied Boston's record in 1967.

A lot o f viewers emphasized that Beamon was lucky as he did his jump in 
the "th in  mountainous air o f Mexico C ity .”  But they completely forgot 
that everybody else competed in that thin air too.

400 matar raley.
In 1932, when Los Angeles hosted the games. 127 women competed in 14 

track and field, fencing, and swimming events. Since then 13 additional 
sports categories have been added to broaden the scope of female participa­
tion.

In the span of time since the 1932 games, women, and Black women in 
particular, have provided outstanding performances in all events they parti­
cipated in.

The most dominant figure in womens’ competition without a doubt has 
been Wilma Ruldolph who won three gold medals in the I960 games at 
Rome. Italy.

Wilma came out of Tennessee State University under Coach Ed Temple, 
who was developing women runners long before it became stylish for them 
to compete in big meets. W ilma won gold medals in the 100 meters, 200 me­
ters and 4 x 100 meter relay.

Some o f Tennessee State’s other Olympic gold medalists were Edith 
McGuire and Wyomia Tyrus. McGuire won the 200 meters in Tokyo in 
1964. Tyrus won the 100 meter gold at Tokyo and also at Mexico City in 
1968.

Besides the previously mentioned gold medal winners scores o f others 
have made history as performers under the American flag in the celebrated 

Olympics.

Robert(Pappy) Gault, now 61, who coached the U.S. Olympic Boxing 
Team in 1968 at Mexico, declares all Olympic fighters "try  to get the 
gold! medal) because it is the path to the real gold.'* Boxers, as Gault sees it, 
have learned this is the way to make big money fast so if they are fortunate 
enough to win in the Olympics, they invariably seek the "big payoff”  in pro 
ranks This has been the trend for most o f the ring champions since 
television scaled the pro purses for title fights to such lofty heights.

Gault, who now operates a training gym on Ocorgia Avenue in Northwest 
Washington. D .C ., known as "The House of Champions.”  recalls that the 
1968 team of 11 members won nine medals in Mexico. The 1976 team at 
Montreal, highlighted by Sugar Ray Leonard’s victory, won more gold 

medals but the *68 team set a team mark.

Sgt. Edward Crook, le ft, of Ft. Campbell. Ky., winning m id­
dleweight gold medal. 1M0 Tedeoaz Weleaek. right, of Poland won 
silver medal.

Wilma
Rudolph
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