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It also must be remembered that Beamon's mark was two feet longer than Robert(Pappy) Gault, now 61, who coached the U.S. Olympic Boxing

» the record 27 feet 4% inches set by Ralph Boston in 1965. Beamon was com- Team in 1968 &t Mexico, declares all Olympic fighters “‘try to get the

gold(medal) because it is the path to the real gold."" Boxers, as Gault sees it,
have learned this is the way to make big money fast so if they are fortunate
enough to win in the Olympics, they invariably seek the “‘big payoff”’ in pro
ranks. This has been the trend for most of the ring champions since
television scaled the pro purses for utle fights to such lofty heights

Gault, who now operates a training gym on Georgia Avenue in Northwes!
Washington, D.C., known as ‘“The House of Champions,”’ recalls that the
1968 team of 11 members won nine medals in Mexico. The 1976 team at
Montreal, highlighted by Sugar Ray Leonard’s victory, won more gold
medals but the ‘68 team set a team mark.

1 peting against Boston and Igor Ter-Ovanesyan, a Soviet long jumper, who
A had tied Boston's record in 1967,
A lot of viewers emphasized that Beamon was lucky as he did his jump in
the “‘thin mountainous air of Mexico City.”" But they completely forgot
that everybody else competed in that thin air too.

Lee Calhoun, left, of Gary, Indiana, edges Wiille May of Chicago Wiima Rudolph of Tennesse State displaying the 3 gold medais
by & head to win the 110 meter hurdies in Rome, 1960. she won in the 1980 Rome games in the 100 meter, 200 meter and the
400 meter relay.

In 1932, when Los Angeles hosted the games, 127 women competed in 14
track and field, fencing, and swimming events. Since then 13 additional
sports categories have been added to broaden the scope of female participa-
tion.

In the span of time since the 1932 games, women, and Black women in
particular, have provided outstanding performances in all events they parti-
cipated in.

The most dominant figure in womens’ competition without a doubt has
been Wilma Ruldolph who won three gold medals in the 1960 games at
Rome, ltaly.

Wilma came out of Tennessee State University under Coach Ed Temple,
who was developing women runners long before it became stylish for them
to compete in big meets. Wilma won gold medals in the 100 meters, 200 me-
ters and 4 x 100 meter relay.

Some of Tennessee State’s other Olympic gold medalists were Edith
McGuire and Wyomia Tyrus. McGuire won the 200 meters in Tokyo in
1964, Tyrus won the 100 meter gold at Tokyo and also at Mexico City in
1968.

Besides the previously mentioned gold medal winners scores of others
have made history as performers under the American flag in the celebrated

Olympics.

Sgt. Edward Crook. left, of Ft. Campbell, Ky., winning mid-
dleweight gold medal, 1960. Tadeosz Walasek, right, of Poland won

silver medal.
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Bl e Wilma Rudolph captivated the sporting workd in 1980 by wie g three gold medah
ls ( )r On She sprinted to + 10 200 meter dashes. having previoush st workd s records i hoth events
z . ‘ : | No American woman belore of unce en three gobd mwedals My pec track —and Wilma Rudolph had
been unable 1o walk until she was eight vears obd

She was b st Bethlehem Tennessee the teentieth of taenty tw tos B anad Blars he Ruadolph

At the age of four . Wilma was strschen with w arlet lever o ate i I s  Thesw diseases beft her
I | 1ght leg useless
9% (Owce a week how 1w rars. Min h““"."" and Wilma traveled 10 N e where Wilima reeeived trost- |
vent Evers night after Wilma was asleep, Mrs. Rudolph would massage her leg When she was cight W ilma
wgan 1o walk with the asd of & brace Al eleven, she would walk allyv and nally was able to participat

- an L] Hgh sthaville Tennes A
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Wilma heghl ted 1o eacel at sperts which she
she oo i ran the el
row slia She won o hrande i place 4 0 rel
the | he retined b eh trach bashe 1 . veat
(1 e pregrant av . Yolan as bom w | and | entered T . State ir
eenber ~ Hew pregnancy . sk in Wilma s training and she sed tire W seasom She
eutra hard  to baild r staming
Wilma had hecome the best woman sprintes the workd She wi her b worhd s record at the WE
rials i Abilene, Tevas By the end of the vear, she hel k= 1 matchom oy in the 1N v
s She won her three pold medals bhefore the «heening w iy ol R
v s t rary were |980 and 1981 She » eath every top ymrts trophy aw srde
" the Assom iate e oridas Female Athlete of the Year the Helms Wor Trogpd the pwe
T —— ' reconds i 1981 She was theonged by her fans wherever the went during the
o summer trach season In Cologne. Germany, moumed police had to b b sdmirers bai b, and o Berhie SALUTE
..... the shaws off her feet
wdd ¥ ciwe State where sthe earmed &

twed fromm i e alter the ] wawmn She ret
BS degree in Education As a teacher and athletsc coath she tried to pass on her special shills to hundreds of
voung «ompetiton

Today Wilma is busier and more invoh ed than ever Her 2
she was & special

sal comsultant for the Blming of & television movie based on the book I 1977, she was awarded
the (hutitanding Tennessear Award b her civie contribatons .
ma and hes . s Pre v she i studving for an sdvance degree

Woidma and k hushand Robert }:.iu-i‘l have bour « hildre
ue ss a Business Administration By 1984 1 hope 1o he one of the top B smavinesswomen in the United States
| s my nest challenge = Not content 1o rest on her lawrels, Wilmas Rudolph would like to he remen bered as
-
YaY of Oregon |

utobsography Wilma way published i 1977 and
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