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| A P Time for a progressive voic
. EDITORIAL/OPINION e for a progressive voice
' “,’.
o8 H Twenty yoars ag0 Martia Luther  WOReS, slicntated Blacks, alieasiod  jimmy Carter began 10 become
: lnaren sutrer nom an CUts King attempted 10 embrace what is  Oher Thir ,‘"kw““,,’,-::,""‘,“k more conservative in his campaign
N now called the ‘‘Rainbow Coali- » the conoemed Midd statements, they lost their enthusi-
PN More American children live in poverty than cuts have dropped 1.5 million children from Aid tion™ in 1984. The point is, that this il age g~ bamscr gor v Bgracd asm ::y mdemdr::ft :lr:l ;: ::e pro-
. ever before, according to a recent study by the  to Families with Dependent Children; 700,000  * 'u":‘:‘i“‘."‘ °;’h“""'i beings who (o .\ security; environmentalists  * Now. the way to stimulate these
& Children's Defense Fund. The Fund blames  children were removed from Medicaid benefits. :’;d Martin Luther King ms"d‘"‘ are concerned about acid rain; the o1 i ot 1o out-Reagan Reagan.
' Reagan Administration cuts in human programs  There was a 28 percent cut in child nutrition pro-  iere was some way that you could ﬁ gy “m:m ':z' This is the moment when a progres-
for the fact that 13.1 million children lived in  grams; 900,000 were cut from free or reduced-  pring all these people together under m:':‘:: ’°!“‘.'; d‘:‘“d"' YAT-  ive voice must now mzt‘ed These
poverty in 1982—31 percent more than in 1979. price school breakfasts. ; the banner of peace challenging the people. The wj y way Ronald Rea- are "'W""“u'::‘:b:m it 'n':;
% Because of “‘unjust Reagan budget cuts and eco- These cuts occurred during a period when 30  madness of the mim. mm San can win is if & minority of the :::et l::i,m:‘:mcnled ~. AT g
o nomic policies,” the fund report said,  million workers were unemployed; when 10.7 o "";:.""'in‘;' :"”"' people turn out to the polls. tionary or moderate force. Progres-
“American children are more likely to suffer  million people lost health insurance through un- c'o"mmo::my = m"“r 'w“"'di"'. The reason why Jesse becomes an (0 Sl ore ot going 10 be imple-
A death and sickness, hunger and cold, abuse and employment; when 454,000 families lost homes  (..xing to freedom and justice and enormous nha:t h::: tl"::l cont::ll ::) mented by some reactionary or
neglect and to be left alone without adequate through foreclosures. dignity and objecting to human mis- :m:‘;"::“ 1 m“:immm“ ang  SOme expedient Poh_umn.
child care than three years ago."’ Any humane government would refuse 10 ery of our people—that we could ef- ;:’c" obs ha;e aot registered. You Eq;uht;;nd justice and _Dﬂ*_?;e'o'
P make more cuts in social and medical services, fect changge. He realized that in a ' Sy people: are progressive ideas.
The study found an alarming erosion of pre- in {an? very powerful and profound way have the potential of bringing more Ty i the moment that progressive
: A but the Reagan Administration’s budget, to be . people into the political process t now emerge and de-
' natal care for pregnant women, although it is : g . and | think we, now, need to em- ; oy ot orces mus ~emerg
e - : submitted to Congress this month, will pare 11 fmaite At ehe than have been involved in t mand a true exposition of the issues.
well known that children of women who receive percent more from the AFDC budget, cut ma- brace that pf;fupk-m L WaY  rocess in the past. e v ot o s Womendons
. no or inadequate prenatal care are three times o o) ang child health programs and job train- "uf.'?h:d casten of pt:lidenlill What the election of Harold i 10,
i ieini The i - . . : : " i Chicago
o Tmegm:lcrl;y - :’ l: I;;:rmildrenl:?: td:‘c‘?r?n‘r: ing. Reagan also projects further cuts in Medi-  campaign, let us not allow oursel¥es ::;m g?nd“mt' .;::ro:l:sal ot In 1984 we should have learned a
3 97 ity rate (the percen " caid for low-income families. 10 be lulled to sleep in a personality y people wi lesson—that we cannot i
2 fancy) mcrcas-Cd . doven states bﬂwecl: :90' Not only will these cuts cause death, pain and mmz:d-unr:::l::;lll?:d 1::' ADmmﬂ':: m.e:“m‘h“ whe: l:llyl .f::lol:l: to compete fo‘;cthc cons:'?a:::el ?:::
7 and 1962 and in many urban areas the Black in- suffering for their victims, but they will deny the r:nr n:m down 10 8 contest be-  Uhere is a colorful candidate and  —that’s not the majority. You can-
: rﬂnt mo"a]“y rate cqul]s lh‘l Of some 0[ lhc mlion lhc ulenls al‘)d pfwucu 0[ ,lhc fl.llure. :'w. lf‘pMond:]c ad Soha Oling re- when [M believe their self-interests not sell me on the idea that the ma-
y poorest underdeveloped nations. Rather than add to the productive and creative lh::m“ “eno:“ exposition of the are being articulated in the body jority of the American voters have
g : . ; s : w5 A0 : g politic. This is now a time for the is- become reactionary. We could not
) : About 15 percent of thg U.S. population now h‘fc of the nation, the Lh_jldrcn rmsgd under l!_tcse Umut:o“:m“ of C;_*:' ‘}]':‘T'-);"['n: sues 10 be articulated. To introduce  have gone from the civil rights
- lives below the poverty line (39,862 a year in-  circumstances will require corrective education-  Pot abou g{"“;’o"' 'e:-l '. masnitude  Omeone who is not encumbered by  movement to the peace movement,
come for a family of four) and the poverty rate al, health, correctional and social programs all :;:c:o';: lalkm'larbout lim.:le py the need to figure out strategies of  the struggle for Third World libera-
f was highest in 1982 than any time since 1965. of their lives, and *‘their fathers’ sins will visit sonality. Why are we now rushing— winning, but to figure out strategies  tion, women's liberation, gay libera-
i Between 1980 and 1984 Reagan Administration  them unto the fourth generation.” all those organizations—to endorse gf clarification, forces everyone Lo a :‘;:t ;::;"'0‘“":"‘ "bl":j'“[’“ l::ﬂ
P o that we will have no iscussion. you and evolv 0
- - f d t t n t' one pereda § { as a majority of reactionaries.
: debate? We now have to give and take; we :
Tag I a Ion . ; . el The more conservative forces
» ! 0 The Democratic Primary is sup- now have to negotiate; we now have g .
i il v e e e Con (0 k. shot oo e 1 S D
Last week Tri-Met announced a cutback in Locally, government has taken responsibility '";“l“: » :f“am.:"d:'b;m;"“_ c‘:zr;zmﬁ;_r;g;:b";:::: :'; They have developed the parameters
4 service, an employee lay-off and an adjustment for public transportation—through Tri-Met— :':wn: ;’0, when will we dcb'::c to talk about the critical issues of ©f debate and they have been, by
in fares. These cut-backs were based on loss of yet has failed to provide necessary financing. them? We need 10 reject this person-  Our times. ;:;'“:b:ft;hr:’:;::;‘;’:x‘:;‘ L‘:‘F::j
? revenue. : . . . : ality approach and demand a critical In the course of that type of expo- / - e e
3 Tri-Met is mainly dependent on payroll taxes t(l:u"tlrr:s back the 'f'm.';ic Tri-Met provides ;o e sition of the issues we have poten- ;0:“9“:3;’:""’"‘“ impact on the
A paid by employers in the service area and on rather than improving it wi bring a decline in ri- I have backed the play of Jesse  tial. And for every ‘‘middle Ameri- PR, 3 !
g fares paid by riders. The continuing depression dership, a further loss of funds, and more cuts.  Jackson because | believe the inter-  can’ or so-called ‘“right-center’”  In 1984, we of the progressive
% d c..p ’; : lh il tax revenue and Rather than building a more efficient and ex-  esting thing about Jesse's campaign  vote we lose by making a clear state-  forces must now emerge and com-
; \ pd .hdh uljt dccp y into the payroll tax u panded system, Tri-Met will continue to shrink —apart from all the other sides of it ment, we will replace them with new  pete in the arena of ideas. We must
3 1 into ridership. _ - A and to lose customers. —is that Jesse is not encumbered by people who are being registered by now force the candidates to talk
WA Mass transportation has n much in the the notion that he's going to win. So Jesse Jackson and others, who have  about issues that are critical and vi-
; ,4! news in recent years. It is the most economical A real commitment to mass transportation that he can talk about peace and  not been involved in the body poli- taltousand | deeply believe that the
Jedi:y method of moving people around; it saves en- would require an increase in the payroll tax, in-  reality and force all those other can- tic. _ £ ~ masses of Americans will respond
-.':_“ - ergy; it decreases air pollution. Yet there has clusion of businesses now exempt from the tax, didates to talk about them too. _ There is polc_ntul in that 3.5 mil-  enthusiastically to rma_lly having
i 2 g ¢ rtation P infusi f publ funds. Th I heard the debate [the January lion people, so if you lose somebody  somebody seek the presidency that
been no real commitment (0 mass (ransporiati an infusion of public tax funds. The bene- |5 pemocratic Party candidate  in the middie of the road to the right s willing to talk honestly and pro-
il in this country: the ra!lroads are decaying; blhe fits .Of citizen mobility :_md environmental pro-  debate) and they said the issue is  because you understand that the foundly about the critical issues of
oA bus systems are inconsistent and (oo expensive; tection would far outweigh the small investment  leadership. The issue is the arms  arms race is insane then so be it.  our time. -
\.,"{'-'g and airfares are unrealistic. NOW necessary. race; the issue is nuclear war; the is- You pick up that vote ten times by We can defeat Ronald Reagan,
a:.ﬂ h h f't sue is miliuri;{ic forci;p policy;; the bringi_n; this to Ithe people. Or_le of  but more than that, we can d:fc_al
3] \A’ issue is the human misery of the the things that Jimmy Carter didn't  expedient politics, by putting in
"f,-' ! - ’ ere t e pro l 8 are people of our country and around understand in the 1980 election—as  White House a truly progressive
) _r:: :. l I |erlca S S al l Ie Bill DeWeese, one of Portland’s most success- the world. The issue is not about he moved over lo_lhc center-right, to  voice of truly progressive forces.
al ¥ : ; ful industrialist, former School Board member some personality. try to compete with Reagan—is that
Wae A Tacoma benefit concert to aid Sugar Ray and mayoral candidate, often says Oregon has l‘: :cllevc there is no way lhat Ronr-. this pulled the covers off the rest of
‘ \' Seals, former professional boxer and the onl 3 ik a cagan can win rr-c_lu:llon wit the people—the Blacks, the Hispan- (Excerpts from the remarks of
3% | 17 anagrg g g+ o e e o Ao g of shoes and oo exception, and that s if the ma-  ics, the senior citizens, the women,  Rep. Ron Dellums (D-Cal) made at
ot N : : . - ulhlelcs—-_smgs the praises ofbthc state thal  jority of the people do not turn out  the environmentalists, the peace  Oregon State University on January
R | pics, fizzled and ended ‘ﬁ':;hS: 11055- Ehc’ Plllfpoﬁt nurtured it (although much of its payroll goes 1o the polls. This man has alienated  movement. And what happened? As 15, 1984.)
o of the concert was to ai als, who 1s legally (o the Far East).
.-ggﬁ blind as a result of boxing injuries. Seals owes at Rumor has it that both are strongly consider-
AR least $90,000 in medical expenses. ing leavin on—followin rgi i i i
g i i 8 loaving Ovagon—(ollowing Georgla Pacific, Washington Hot Line
o Isn't it a shame that any American could owe  Evans Products and Hyster to areas more con-
'y such an exhorbitant amount of money for need-  gycive to greater profits.
s o ed medical services? % b Is this pre-tax election rhetoric—or is it real? by Congressman Ron Wyden
. N When will our country join the rest of the civi- - Has the love for the mountains, trees and people
ang lized world and provide free medical care for all  of Oregon been diminished by the shine of gold : _ & :
4 of its residents? How long will the right to health  ajsewhere? It's too bad the Oregon Legislature We've all heard about the much-  the nation as a whole. The most dis-  living below or at the poverty line.
e depend on ability to pay? didn’t pass that plant closure bill vaunted economic recovery. Infla- heartening figure, however, was The figures in the Urban League
e pan p : tion is down, car sales are up, unem-  that for Black males, aged 18 and  report should be a call to redouble
. ployment is down, production is up, 19, the unemployment rate was 42.7  our efforts to aid minority youth
\ and so on, with a litany of figures percent. with job training and give a helping

which point upward, ever upward.

Unfortunately, all is not rosy for
everyone. Real interest rates remain
high and threaten to explode if defi-
cits are not controlled. Unemploy-
ment remains above 10 percent in
Oregon as the Housing Industry has
failed to really take off.

Worse yet, a recent study shows
that the economic recovery has
failed to reach our nation's Blacks.
Indeed, the study, conducted by the
National Urban League, shows that
poverty has actually increased to
record levels. Below are some of the
highlights of the report.

Unemployment

The Black unemployment rate
was 17.8 percent in December, 1983,
That is compared to 8.1 percent for

“all they want about

Unless and until we take steps to
ensure that minority and disadvan-
taged businesses begin to take off,
the “‘recovery’’ will not be a recov-
ery. Elected officials can glad-hand

tide,”” but they can do so only if
they ignore the Black community.

Poverty

The 1982 poverty rate for Blacks
—the percentage below the official
poverty line of $9,862 for a family
of four—rose to an astounding 35.6
percent. This is the highest rate since
1967 and is up from 1981's figure of
34.2 percent.

Yet at a time when the need is
greatest, the Administration still
plans cuts in Food Stamps, Aid to
Families With Dependent Children,
and other programs vital to those

the “‘rising

hand to minority businesses trying
to get on their feet. This is absolute-
ly essential if the entire community
is 1o recover from the economic dol-
drums of the last three years. They
should also be a warning that social
programs cannot be slashed as the
Administration plans without hurt-
ing those in need.

The Observer welcomes Letters to
the Editor. Letters should be short,
and must contain the writer’s name
and address (addresses are not prini-
ed). The Observer reserves the right
to edit for length.
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