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City Council votes no Lu's license

by Lanita Duke

Grassroot News, N.W.—An en-
trenchment of marijuana peddlers
held a local tavern hostage, along
with the surrounding neighborhood,
and turned a busy intersection into a
drug drive-in.

The open drug activity in front of
Lu's Higher Ground, (registered as
Mom's Higher Ground and located
at 1 N. Killingsworth), soured
neighborhood groups, who organ-
ized against the tavern. On Decem-
ber 29, the City Council recom
mended to the Oregon Ligquor Con-
trol Commission that the liquor li-
cense not be renewed

Regardless of how the Council
ruled, Lu's has been closing down
for the last 13 months. The problem
that woa*4 not go away still thrives
at that intersection, but the Bain
family has lost their business. They
closed their tavern on Dec. Ist

What happened? How did com-
munity groups play a part in this is-
sue and what can businesses do In
the future to prevent vice from be-
coming a cancer on their businesses?

According to Vernon Ambus,
former bartender and manager of
Lu's, the environment of any tavern
is open to all elements of society.

““Bar owners may have a tendency
to overlock certain things. In Lu's
case it was his tolerance towards a

certain group. He thought they
would just go away but they
didn't."’

The increasing demand from a
public willing to pay $10 for a gram
bag of weed (small portions of mari-
juana equaling four to six joints)
validated the doorsteps of Lu's as a
drug drive-in. The gram bag has be
come the standard street purchase
for marijuana. It replaced the
matchbox which was the norm dur-
ing the early '70s.

Mayor Frank Ivancie, along with
Ambus, stated that the decriminali-
zation of marijuana laws helped
create this situation., In accepling
State Rep. Ed Leek’s testimony
against license renewal Ivancie
asked Leek to consider legislation
that would prevent a situation like
this from ever developing again.

Ambus said neighborhood groups
who fought to close Lu's down
should spearhead legislation to pro-
tect businesses from vice taking

over

““The situation you had at Lu's is
like the one you had down at the
Post Office downtown and Fred
Meyer's on S.W. Fifth, No one peti
tioned to close Fred Meyer's. The
authorities responded by beefing up
the Transit Police.

““The police could have written
tickets to keep those cats tied up In
court. The police didn’t want to do
all that paperwork. So, they would
come to the corner, pour the stuff
out, and go on about their busi
ness."’

The recommendation for denial
of a liquor license was a victory for
neighborhood groups who or
ganized to protest the tavern

Madeline Nosbush, of the Hum
boldt Neighborhood Association,
said they first noticed the problem
in 1979. “We met with the owners
after we noticed the congestion. We
looked into the timing of traffic
lights and other reasons for the
problem."”’

After two years Nosbush said
they were not getting anywhere with
mediation and spearheaded a cam-
paign to deny Lu’'s liquor license

She also expressed annoyance at
the closing being viewed as ‘‘ra
cial."

“It was not a white or Black
problem. It was a neighborhood
problem. It was only a coincidence
that the people who showed up to
testify against the tavern were all
white."’

Socially, it is easier for whites to
stand up and mount protest against
Lu's. Blacks in the area have a high
er chance of being intimidated by
those who wanted Lu's left alone.
They are likely to run into these peo
ple at the store, walking down the
street or over at someone's house

Nevertheless, Ann Witte, attor
ney for Margaret Bain, Lu’s
mother, felt race had something to
do with it. **If it is a neighborhood
associaton in a Black neighborhood,
why is it all white?"’

Nosbush said the neighborhood
association was not all white and the
drug traffic had Blacks angry, t0o

How do you prevent vice from
taking over? Ambus said to enforce
loitering laws. *‘If Portland had a
loitering law, two of the victimless
crimes assaulting the Black commu-
nity—drugs and prostitution—
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The Portland City Council voted last week to recommend to the
OLCC that the liquour license for Lu's Higher Ground not be re-

newed.

could be dealt with."’

Charles B. Maxey, agent of the
Union Avenue Liguor Store, and
former owner of a grocery store,
said consistency and respect for all
parties involved, kept vice from
creeping up and taking over his bus-
INCsSs.

In 1980 the Union Avenue Liquor
Store was in the middle of a contin-
uous prostitution problem. Yet, the
girls never waved anyone down in
front of his building or on the same
block

““I recognized them as human
beings, and they in turn recognized
me as a legitimate businessman
When they came around they re
spected my wishes not (o operate
their illegitimate business around
my legitimate business."’

Maxey said vice starts out with
business owners trying to advance
their own personal wealth at the ex
pense of their legitimate customers

““If you buy stolen goods, drugs
or girls you open the door for these

{Photo: Richard J. Brown)

elements to take control. You invite
the situation in without even know
ing it."’

Willie Harris, former owner of
the tavern before it became Lu's
Higher Ground, said he would never
let dealers or vice get comfortable
“You don't wait around or try to
pretend it does not exist. You let
them know from the very beginning
where you stand."”’

At the City Council hearing Com
missioner Charles Jordan said that
the recored will show that he tried to
advocate time for Mrs. Bain to solve
the problem.

““But in light of the evidence, |
have nowhere else to go. You can
delegate authority but you cannot
delegate responsibility."" The City
Council voted unanimously not to
renew the tavern’s liquor license.

Witte said the OLCC was not
bound by the Council's recommen
dation. **If they follow it we plan to
appeal.””
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Paul K nauls, sales represeniative, stands beiween a |99 model- A replica (mot for sale) and
a 1984 Thunderbird (for sale now at Lyan Kirby Coliseum Ford)

Lynn Kirby Coliseum Ford
New and Resale Automobiles, trucks and vans
Ask for Paul Knauls
Office: 288-6211 » Res. 285-3434

N.E. 1st and Broadway
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“Democrat”
Candidate for State
Representative

District 18

Harold Williams

Strong people are masters of what
happens. Strong people are victors in any
environment. Those people can change
their circumstances and they will with the
proper tools and leadership. For we are all
strong people. Help me show our strength
in 1984 by registering and voting

Paid for by the Committes To Elect Harold Williams
PO Box 8807, Portland, Oregon 97228, Paul Knauls, Treasurer
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