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W h a t  K w a n z a a  rea lly  m e a n s
by L am ia  D uke

Grassrool News. N . H '.— A fro - 
Am ericans have influenced music, 
politics and religion in Am erica. 
O ne aspect o f their influence is felt 
even in this holiday week. They have 
a holiday. It  is called "K w anzaa.**

Kwanzaa is a Swahili word for 
••first fruits.** In  West A frica  it is 
called a harvest celebration. But in 
Black communities across the coun­
try , Kwanzaa represents a value sys­
tem they created in reason, tradition  
and need.

This side o f self-determination  
was adopted by M aulana Ron Kar- 
enga o f the U .S . cultural organiza­
tion. H e felt the need to establish a 
tim e for A fro-A m ericans to dedi­
cate their hearts, minds and bodies 
to the seven principles o f Blackness 
called the Nguzo Saba.

Kwanzaa is rooted in these princi­
ples. They are: U m oja  (U n ity ), Ku- 
juchagulia (Self-determ ination). 
Ujirna (Collective W ork  and Re­
sponsibility), U jaam a (Cooperative  
Economics), N ia (Purpose). Kuum- 
ba (C reativ ity ) and Im ani (Faith).

Kwanzaa lasts seven days and 
each day a Kwanzaa ceremony takes 
place. The ceremony is not a semi­
nar. workshop, lecture, conference 
or convention. It is a tim e to devel­
op a philosophy for the coming year 
and to slow down and regroup.

Kwanzaa is a time to pay tribute 
to A fro -A m erican  and A frican an­
cestors. A  unity cup is passed 
around and participants make an 
offering with a thought.

For those dissatisfied with the 
com m ercialization o f Christmas, 
Kwanzaa represents more substan­
tial principles and commitments. It 
provides an alternative tradition  
which better defines A fro -A m e r­
icans, because it gives them the free­
dom to define and help themselves.

In  Los Angeles the Kwanzaa 
Foundation feeds 5,000 needy peo­
ple. They also provide clothes and 
toys to those in the area.

The sixth night o f Kwanzaa in-

K ere l A baal T ay lo r, to n  o f J a m ila  and  A b a t i T a y ­
lor. is p resen ted  to  th e  c o m m u n ity  c o m p le tin g  his

n em in g  c e re m o n y  d u rin g  th e  seco n d  n ig h t o f 
K w a n za s  held  a t th e  B lack  E d u c a tio n a l C e n te r.

(P h o to : R ich ard  J . B ro w n )

volves a Karam u (feast) which con­
sists o f seven ingredients: food, 
drink, music, dance, conversation, 
laughter and ceremony.

Joyce H arris, director o f the 
Black Educational Center said, 
"M o st Black people will celebrate 
Christmas. But Kwanzaa is a separ­
ate, special holiday for Black peo­
p le.”

M any o f the symbols incorpor

ated in Kwanza are symbols o f the 
Black Liberation Movement in A m ­
erica. The theme colors are red, 
black and green. Red is for the 
blood they've shed; black is for the 
color; and green is for (he land.

The symbols o f life , corn and a 
horn o f plenty dress the Kwanzaa 
table. O n each night o f Kwanzaa a 
candle is lit to start a devotion to 
one o f the principles o f Blackness.

Although A fro-A m ericans cannot 
celebrate the harvesting o f an actual 
crop, the first fruits are the concrete 
works they have built and are begin­
ning to  build as they fight for free­
dom.

The first fruits are the changes 
that are beginning to take place in 
their minds and lives. Kwanzaa is 
the celebration o f survival

Host families sought for teens
Learn more about another coun­

try by sharing your life  and home 
with an international high school 
student. Youth Exchange Service 
(Y E S ) is in need o f host families all 
over the United States for students

aged 15 to 18 from  different coun­
tries, coming on homestay programs 
o f 3 to 9 months. Host families pro­
vide room and board and may re­
ceive $50.00 tax deduction for the 
time they host the student. For de­

tailed in fo rm ation ,, please contact 
Youth Exchange Service, 350 South 
Figueroa Street, Suite 257-P, Los 
Angeles, C a lifo rn ia , 90071, or 
phone toll free (800) 848 2121.
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Benefit Concert
BOB B A IL E Y . PO PULAR Y O U N G  TEN O R  SOLOIST A N D  

PERFO RM ER IS A P P E A R IN G  IN  CONCERT ON

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8,1984
3: SO P M . A T

TEMPLE BAPTIST CHURCH
1319 N .E . 7TH. P O R TLA N D . OREGON  

(West End ol Uoyd Center)

Presented Bv

Prison M in istries, Inc.
C H A P L A IN  JOHN PA R K ER . Director

(503 ) 284-7563
A ll Seat» FREE. A Free W ill O f fe r le  WUI Be Received for the 

Ministery 

Happy 
New Year!

ALLEN TE M P L E  C M E  C H U R C H
C o rn er of 8th  and S k id m o re

Sunday School 9 30am 
Sunday Worship 11 00am 

Christian Youth Fellowship 6:00pm 
(second and fourth Sundays)
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M here a l l  peoples o f  a l l  rm e \ are w e lcom ed to  * u r \h ip

THE M O U N T  O LIVET B A P TIS T  C H U R C H
N .E. First b  S ch u y le r •  284-1964

'  '  J o h n  H  J e c k e o n , M in ia te . M  Ed M  0  

9  3 0 A M  C h u rc h  S ch o o l 
11 00  A  M  C o n g re g a tio n a l W o rs h ip  

5  0 0  P M  V es p e r S erv ice  
10 0 0  A M  B a p tis m  F o u rth  S u n d a y  

11 0 0  C o m m u n io n  te c h  First S u n d a y

The American Baphst C ^ v e T b o n , American Baptist Churches of 

Oregon Lott Carey Foreign Mission Convention. National Oregon,
P ortland  Ecum enical M in is tries . A m erican  B ible S o c ie ty . M  &M.

Board. 

YOU ARE WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT

THE ARK O. SAFETY CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 
84 N .E . K illin g s w o rth  •  281 0499

"A  »  arm  Spirit u / h ello w sh ip  A lw a y s”

lh e  H onorable  H ishop U. F. Peterson . D  D  
"The H oliness Preacher. " P a s to r  
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Tu« «d « y  Friday
N o o n  D ay Prayer

Fnday
T h a  Pastor S p aa k »  7 X p m  

S a tu rd a y
M o rn in g  P rayar 9  a m

S h o w e r»  o f B la w n g «

B ro a d c a s t 1 0 «  m
S ta tio n  KL IQ  1290  A M  D IA L

Som ething To 
Think About

R O B E R T A S . V A N N
---------------------------DIRECTOR -

D O C U M E N T A T IO N  FOR ESTATE
I I  part o f your estate eventually 

will be probated, a simple but 
enormously useful step to save 
money is to organize your records 
and documents as completely as 
you possibly can now, while you're  
alive.

Interestingly enough, this is 
more im portant i f  your estate is 
small rather than large. Searching 
out documents by the executor is 
charged against the estate and rep­
resents a greater percentage o f a 
small estate than a large one. In  
either case, organizing your docu-

mentation can mean a direc* dollar 
savings.

W hether we like it or not, our f i­
nancial and legal affairs depend on 
paper. For your survivors’ sake, 
draw up an inventory o f all the in ­
form ation they will need. Gather 
the papers together, i f  you have 
them, or make careful notations as 
to where the papers are to be found  
and what they contain.

V an n  f t  V a n n  Funera l D irec to ra  
5211 N. Williams Avenue

Tel: 211-2*38
There ■  no rtnutx w han  m u  c M  V ann t» V » n "

Budwe.ee

