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EDITORIAL/OPINION Salem Update
End death penalty

A reader writes elsewhere on this page advo­
cating (hat laws barring racist activity be extend­
ed to include (he wearing o f “ Black Power" 
buttons.

The wearing o f “ Black Power”  buttons or 
other outward signs o f black pride are not meant 
to, and should not, in tim ida te  or threaten 
whites. The message they send is vastly different 
than those o f the KKK and the Nazi Party.

Black people have never advocated that 
whites not be allowed to vote, to hold office, to 
own property, to serve on juries, to attend certain 
schools, to enter certain professions, to live in 
certain areas. Racially provoked murders o f 
whites by blacks have been very rare in U.S.

history, while the burning, lynching, assassina­
tion and murder o f blacks was once common­
place, and is even now not rare. Black people 
have never advocated a m ythology o f racial 
superiority.

The Kian and the Nazi Party advocate white 
superio rity  and have carried out a reign o f 
terror, bearing responsibility for the murder o f 
thousands o f black people.

A “ Black Power”  button, a demand to share 
equally in the nation’s economic, political and 
social life , is a threat to no one. The growing 
activity o f the Kian, the Nazis and other similar 
groups is a serious threat.

Buttons no threat
While Oregon’s governor was busily seeking a 

reinstatement o f the death penalty in Oregon, 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Lewis Powell was 
telling a group o f federal judges that unless the 
jud ic ia l system can find a more efficient and 
judicial way to handle appeals, the states should 
abolish the death penalty.

Justice Powell does no, believe the death 
penalty to be unconstitutional, bu, two justices 
— Thurgood Marshall and W illiam  Brennan, 
Jr. — do. The C ourt’s indecisive and inconsis­
tent actions regarding the death penalty indicate 
confusion reigns, and perhaps faith in the infalli­
bility o f the judicial system is wavering.

Since October, the Supreme Court has re­
ceived 28 applications for stays o f execution. 
Two executions were permitted to go forward: 
Charlie  Brooks and John Lewis Evans. The 
Court stayed the execution o f Thomas Barefoot.

According to a February survey, the number 
o f inmates on death row reached an all-tim e 
high o f 1,147 in 39 states. Minorities constituted 
48.21 percent, and over the past 2 '/i years 54.25 
percent o f all persons sentenced to death were 
minorities.

Regardless o f whether fo r constitutional or 
moral reasons, or because the system o f justice is

Letters to the Editor
Let's leave Iranians alone!
To the Editor:

I rind your artic le  on Iran  by Ed 
Mason right on target.

It was a timely departure from  the 
s im p lis tic  — and  m is lead in g  —  
cliches that characterize  the sorry  
state o f  m ed ia coverage o f  Ira n .  
This  style o f  re p o rtin g , w hich  
borders  on the ab s u rd , seems to  
start and end w ith  p rin ting  horro r 
stories and talcs o f torture.

W ho arc they kidding? The same 
media that bemoans the violation o f 
human rights in Iran  has yet to say a 
w ord about the inhum anities their 
“ g o o d " and “ civ ilized”  friends are 
perpetrating in Israel. South A frica , 
etc.

It doesn’t really take a great mind 
tu to re d  in the g eo po litics  o f  the  
M id d le  East to  delect m uch greed  
behind all the anti-com m unism  and 
the c ro co d ile  tears shed fo r  the 
people o f Ira n . T h a t is to  say, the 
greed to gain con tro l over the rich  
o il reserves o f  tha t area o f  the  
world.

As fo r  K h o m e in i, there is no 
d eny ing  that m uch d e p lo ra b le  
w rong-do ing  has gone under h im .

Ban 'Black Power'
To tha Editor:

I found your news report (D  C . 
bans ra c ia l acts . M a y  I I ,  I9 8 J ,  
P o rtla n d  O bserver} qu ite  interest­
ing. I ’ m wondering i f  this law also 
w ill app ly  to  b lacks w ho  w ear 
“ B lack P o w e r”  b u tto n s  or o th er  
slogans “ w hich in tim id a te  people  
because o f their race or re lig io n ."  
W hat's  sauce for the goose is sauce 
fo r  the g an d er, as the o ld  saying
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inherently unjust, the death penalty must be 
abolished. This is not the time for Oregon to 
embark on an emotional and highly financed 
campaign to reinstitute this barbaric crime.

Is this courage?
In W ashington, D .C . the Senate Budget 

C om m ittee passed the GOP budget plan 
p rov id ing  small tax increases and a federal 
deficit o f $200 b illion  a year. The vote was a 
reversal o f the Senate's earlier stand and came 
just one day after Reagan threatened a veto i f  
the budget is not to his liking.

In Salem the Ways and Means Committee 
sub-committee on human resources refused to 
add funds for two-parent unemployed families 
and fo r health care fo r the medically needy. 
They are in the midst o f cutting an estimated 
$16 m illio n  from  the A d u lt and Fam ily  
Services budget.

Is this courage? The citizens should be able 
to expect more fro m  the ir elected 
representatives. It is the ir respons ib ility  to 
guard the rights and provide fo r the needs o f 
the poor.

How ever, he has so far had a lot to 
o ffe r  to  his people to o , ranging  
fro m  subsidizing the low  price o f  
necessities for the poor like housing, 
food, clothing, etc. to nationalizing  
a big chunk o f the properties o f the 
rich  fam ilie s  —  up to  708’» o f  a ll 
industries. Failure to see this would  
force one to endorse the b ankrupt, 
racist line o f the Stale D epartm ent, 
i.e . that tens o f m illions have gone 
fanatic all at the same time.

Lastly , I should say a few words 
about some o p p o s itio n  groups  
active in this c o u n try . Besides the 
monarchists there are some dubious 
groups whose own record on human 
rights is at best questionable. I have 
in m ind the so-called N C R  or the 
M o ja h a d e e n  G u e r illa s  w ho have  
their share o f atrocities in their own 
country — remember Pol Pot?

M ay b e  as Ed M aso n  says, the  
govern m en t is und ergo ing  some 
changes now — is U n cle  Sam at it 
again? —  as o f  this m o m en t, we 
could safely say that the pluses o f  
the regime have far outweighed the 
minuses so far.

Bill Taylor 
Band. Oragon

goes, so I hope m in o rity  “ ra c is t"  
actions w ill also be prohibited (not 
just white). This ••universal" prohi­
b it io n  is also ap p lic ab le  here in 
Oregon.

Perhaps you might do some Street 
Beat in terv iew s on p ro h ib itin g  
m a jo r ity  an d  m in o r ity  • ’ ra c is t”  

acts.

David Brock

A lfre d  L. Henderson, Ed itor/P ub lisher 
A ! Williams. A d  ver lisin g M anager

Tudeh Party 
couragous
To tha editor:

I read your M ay  4 article on Iran  
with great interest. It  is about tim e  
somebody gave a balanced view o f  
Ira n . U n lik e  m ost A m e ric a n s , I 
have held a lot o f adm iration for the 
way K h o m ein i has u n ifie d  his 
people, firs t against the Shah and  
then against our d e s ta b iliz a tio n  
campaigns.

The recent events, how ever, are 
very d is h e a rten in g . I f  w hat is 
reported is true, (hen Iran ians face 
very critical times ahead.

T he  T u d eh  P a rty  o f  Ira n  is the  
oldest p a rty  th e re . It  has been  
banned and repressed during  most 
o f its 40 year history. Whatever one 
might th in k  about its ideo logy, its 
record o f struggle against the Shah 
is both impressive and courageous. 
Thousands were ja iled , tortured and 
summerrly executed. Being the m am - 
force o f  (he le ft , co lo n iza tion  and  
c a p itu la tio n  o f the cou ntry  to  the 
West has invariably started with its 
banning and repression.

T h a t 's  w hy the A y a tu la h 's  
decis ion to  ban them  cou ld  o n ly  
sadden the  supporters  o f  the  
revolution here.

Nancy Shapf

(Th e  O bserver welcomes Letters  
to the E d ito r. They must be signed 
and include the w riter’s address. W e  
reserve the right to edit for length.)

M
y k L s \

National Advertising Representative  
Am algam ated Publishers. Inc 

N ew  York

bv Senator Jan Wvers

T h e  sales tax  is u n fa ir .  I t  fa lls  
u n fa ir ly  on fam ilies  w ith  ch ild ren , 
on fam ilie s  w ith  low  and m id d le  
incom es, on re tired  persons liv ing  
on lim ited pensions, and on the un­
em ployed and the handicapped. A  
sales tax w ou ld  force these people  
with limited incomes to help pay the 
p ro p e rly  taxes o f  businesses and  
people w ith  high incomes. A  study 
by Richard M u n n , the legislature’s 
tax econom ist, shows that fam ilies  
and single people  w ith  incom es  
under $30.000 pay a larger share o f  
th e ir incom es fo r  sales tax ; w h ile  
people with incomes o f over $.10,000 
pay a sm alle r p o rtio n  o f  th e ir  in ­
come for sales tax.

Oregonians have voted dow n the 
sales tax six tim es since the G reat 
D epression. As a m em ber o f  the  
O regon House o f Representatives, 
my fa th e r vo ted  to  re fe r the firs t  
sales tax m easure to  the voters in 
1933. He told me, when the sales tax 
was on the b a llo t  the last tim e  in  
1969, how u n fa ir this tax would be 
and said that he wished that he had 
never sup po rted  it .  T h e  1969  
election  fou nd  only  11.48!» o f  the 
voters sup po rting  a sales tax . T he  
tally was 65,077 Yes against 504,274 
No.

In f la t io n  has raised res id en tia l 
property values faster than business 
properly values. Voters continue to 
pass higher local levies for schools, 
libraries, the zoo, etc. I d on ’ t have 
to te ll you th a t the e ffec t o f  these 
events has been drastic increases in 
res id en tia l p ro p e rty  taxes. T h e  
recession has cut state government’s 
income. The Governer has proposed 
a budget which is $600 m illio n  out 
of balance. His 1% across the board 
incom e tax increase has l i t t le  
support fro m  his ow n R epublican  
leg is la to rs . T h e  leg is la tu re  w ants  
very much to relieve the pressure on 
residential property tax payers.

T h e  sales tax  w ill not solve (he

Iranian government collapsing
To thd Editor:

T he  tw o  recent a rtic les  in  you r  
newspaper concerning the situation  
in Iran  are fu ll o f lies, d istortions  
and p o litic a l erro rs . It  is am azing  
that so m uch m is in fo rm a tio n  can 
appear in (w o short artic les. I w ill 
try  to  deal w ith  the m ain errors o f  
these articles.

M r .  M a s o n ’ s a tte m p t to  give  
A yato lla  K h om ein i’ s faction  o f the 
Ira n ia n  governm ent a progressive  
aspect is wrong. His use o f the terms 
o f the right and left o f  the Iran ian  
regime is the same as trying to make 
a d istinction  between the K ian  and  
the N azis. C erta in ly  m aking such a 
distinction is wrong. For example: It 
was Ayatolla Khom eini himself who 
ordered over (wo years ago that no 
v irg in  can be execu ted , so a ll the 
w om en in Ira n  are  raped  b efo re  
execution and this would include the 
9 year old girl who was executed two  
years ago. It was Ayatolla Khomeini 
himself who made it a capital punish­
ment to  convert from  Islam  to any 
atheistic philosophy. I t  is A yato lla  

'K h o m e in i h im se lf w ho allow s (Tie 
use o f extreme tortures upon all (rue 
le ft is t opponents  to  his reg im e. 
M ayb e M r . M ason  considers these 
acts as progressive?

T h e  m ost haled  p o lit ic a l  
o rg a n iz a tio n  in Ira n  is a sm all 
fa c tio n  (less than  1000 m em bers) 
called the Tudeh Party. The history 
o f this party has been total support 
fo r a ll ru lin g  regimes that are not 
progressive. They opposed Mossadegh 
in  the 1950’ s and thus a ided  the 
Am erican coup that put the Shah in 
p ow er. They supported  the W h ite  
R evo lu tio n  w hich caused massive 
starvation and death to the Iran ian  
p eo p le . T h ey  supported  the Shah  
and  ca lled  fo r  a c o n s titu tio n a l 
m onarchy up to  one m onth before  
his d o w n fa ll. They have supported  
the Ayatolla Khom eini’s faction and 
current regime. They have inform ed  
on a ll tru ly  progressive forces and  
have caused m any arrests since 
1953. The current repression o f the 
Tudeh  is based in the fact that the 
Iranian regime knows how hated the 
T u d e h  are inside the co u n try  and  
th e re fo re  are  using them  in  an  
a tte m p t to  ra lly  m ore support 
behind their dictatorship.

I f  M r .  M aso n  is so w rong  then  
what is the tru th . The tru th  is that 
the  Ira n ia n  reg im e is co lla p s in g .

problem, however. It would mean a 
tax  sh ift fro m  h igh  incom e to  
m id d le  and low  incom e peop le . 
Since this tax is u n fa ir  and  
u n p o p u la r, i f  we send a sales tax  
proposal to the voters in Novem ber 
1983 it will very likely fail. W e in the 
leg is la tu re  w ill have w asted our 
chance to  p ro v id e  p ro p e rty  tax  
relief.

Even if  a sales tax did pass, what 
g uaran tee  w ou ld  you have th a t it 
w ould provide residential property  
lax re lie f over the long haul? This  
leg is la tu re  cannot prevent fu tu re  
legislatures from  changing the rules. 
Even a c o n s titu tio n a l am endm ent 
can be changed by a vo te  o f  the  
people, referred by a future legisla­
tu re . I f  the p ro po nents  w ear us 
down enough to pass a sugar coated 
sales tax now , (hen (hey can build  
on that — like they did in Washing­
to n , recently add ing  food  and in ­
creasing the rate.

The current sales tax compromise 
includes a tax reb ate  designed to  
a lle v ia te  the b urden  on low  and  
moderate income people. It is only a 
loose c o n s titu tio n a l p ro v is io n , 
th o u g h , w ith  no assurance that 
fu ture legislatures w ill provide any 
rebate at all. T h a t’s not to  speak o f 
the em barrassing  fea tu re  o f  the  
procedures required to get a rebate.

The exemptions bandied about by 
the proponents o f the sales tax are 
hardly a safety net. Retired people 
in my district are concerned that the 
e xem p tio n  on p re s c rip tio n  drugs  
w ill not cover the m a jo r ity  o f  the 
drug costs o f senior citizens. M any  
drugs (ha t d octors  advise th e ir  
p atien ts  to  tak e  are  purchased  
across the co u n te r and  w ou ld  be 
subject to  the tax . A lso  exem pting  
foo d  w ould  not p ro tect you fro m  
paying a sales tax when you check 
out at the grocery store. 40 -508V o f 
the goods that we buy in the store  
are not food items. They are soap, 
to ile t p ap er, c lean ing  m a te ria ls , 
magazines, and other sundries.

W om en  are the big losers in the

Since the coup o f  June 1981, when  
P resident B an isadr was rem oved  
from  power, the regime has been in 
troubled waters. The coup o f June 
1981 was the turning point when the 
progressive wing o f the government 
was assaulted. Since that tim e, con­
flict inside the regime has developed 
between the five various factions in 
the government which is resulting in 
the H ojatieh  becoming more power­
fu l. For the Iran ian  people, there is 
a senseless war, massive hunger and 
unem ploym ent, political and social 
repression , and g ro w in g  W estern  
in flu e n c e  inside the reg im e. T h e  
o n ly  hope fo r the people  o f  Ira n  
rests w ith  (he N a tio n a l C o un c il o f  
Resistance (N C R ) which is the main

US violates UN charter
To the Editor:

The U .S . has violated the United  
N a tio n s  C h a rte r  w h ich  calls fo r  
nations to settle disputes by peaceful 
means so that in te rn a tio n a l peace 
and security  and ju s tic e  are not 
endangered.

It  is my rig h t th ro u g h  re lig ious  
conscience to  refuse c o m p lic ity  in 
crimes against peace, war crimes or 
crim es against h um an ity . The way  
the Reagan a d m in is tra tio n  speaks 
p u b lic ly  about f ig h tin g  and  
“ w in n in g "  a nuc lear w a r, and  
refuses to  pledge not to  use a firs t 
s trike  p o lic y , v io la tes  the U n ite d  
Nations Charter.

A s ide  fro m  n uc lear p o lic y , I 
m orally  and eth ically  object to  the 
U .S . rapid deployment forces to  be 
used w herever U .S . perceived  
"in terests”  are threatened or when 
to r tu re  techniques are thught by 
U .S . G reen  Berets. I w an t a ju s t  
fo re ig n  p o licy  ra th e r than  the  
constant U .S . in terference policy ,
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sales tax gam bit. W o rk in g  wom en  
already make only 59« on the dollar 
as compared to  men and a growing  
number o f women have sole respon­
sibility for child rearing. W om en are 
le ft to buy the children their c lo th ­
ing, their school m aterials and pay 
for many other consumer goods for 
their children which w ill have a sales 
tax imposed on them.

The C o u rtn ey-V an V Iie t sales tax 
w ould  p ro v id e  re lie f  to  business 
p ro p e rty  as w ell as res id en tia l 
p ro p e rty . Y o u  and I w ou ld  be 
paying a sales tax to relieve business 
taxes. T h a t’s not fair.

A  recent letter to  the O regonian  
contained the idea (hat the sales tax 
is like  the w id o w ’s m ite . H ave you 
heard the story o f the widow's mite? 
The moral o f that story is that a gift 
m ay be s a c rif ic ia l and  blessed 
though very sm a ll, i f  the g iver is 
poor. Current Oregon tax laws pro­
tect e lderly  people w ith  sm all pen­
sions. W e have the H A R R P  p ro ­
gram  to  re lieve  p ro p e rty  taxes. 
Small pensions are not taxed by the 
incom e tax . Th is  m akes O reg on 's  
tax laws hum ane. Retired  w orkers  
w ho are liv in g  on sm all pensions  
have already made heroic contribu ­
tions to our abundant way o f life . I 
don 't want to be part o f  a program  
o f “ tak in g *' the w idow 's  m ite . I 'd  
ra th e r tha t she have the rig h t to  
decide how she wants to  spend her 
limited money.

The good news is that there is an 
o rg a n iz a tio n  fo rm in g  to  p ro tec t 
O regon’s residents from  (his insidi­
ous new tax p ro p o sa l. T h e  S tate  
D e m o c ra tic  P a r ty , T h e  U n ite d  
S en iors , the state A F L - C IO ,  the  
State G range, C om m on Cause, The  
Black U n ited  F ro n t, The W o m en ’s 
R ights C o a lit io n , the O reg on  
W o m e n ’ s P o lit ic a l C au cu s , F a ir  
S hare , the F a rm e r ’ s U n io n  and a 
m a jo r ity  o f  the D e m o c ra tic  
Senators in the caucus which I lead 
have a ll come out against any sales 
tax proposal. I hope that you w ill, 
too!

opposition to the governm ent. The  
N C R  is a coalition o f organizations  
(such as the K u rd ish  D e m o c ra tic  
P arty , People’s M ojahed in  O rgani- 
tion  o f  Ira n , N a tio n a l D em ocratic  
Front, etc.) and individuals (such as 
form er President Banisadr). A m eri­
cans should be m ade aw are o f  the 
tru th  a b o u t Ir a n , because soon it 
w ill becom e the focus o f  m assive  
a tten tio n  o f W estern powers when  
the regim e collapses and the N C R  
moves to take power. Lies and mis­
in fo rm a tio n  such as M r .  M a s o n ’s 
article only confuses the reality and 
im portance o f this issue to  all peo­
ples o f (he world.

Douglaa Hurd

p artic u la rly  in T h ird  W o rld  coun­
tries under pretense o f the “ Russian 
T h r e a t .”  T he  C o n s titu tio n  o f  th e -  
U .S . (A rtic le  V ), stales that interna­
tio n a l treaties entered in to  by the  
U .S . a re  the suprem e law  o f  the  
land . Section  7 8 5 2 -d ., o f  the IR S  
Code agrees.

I support an a lternative  tax plan  
fo r  those o f  us w hose conscience  
w ill not let us pay fo r  k illin g . M y  
senato r, M a rk  H a t f ie ld ,  is the  
sponsor o f  the “ W o rld  Peace Tax  
Fund,”  which would develop peace­
fu l c o n flic t resolutions and o ther 
peace-related programs such as true 
ju s tic e  fo r  m in o ritie s  by eras ing  
racist policies used in our own coun­
try  and used against T h ird  W o rld  
countries. I urge the IR S  to support 
this b il l ,  w h ich  w o u ld  put rea l 
m eaning in to  the ideals o f freedom  
o f choice.

Victoria Plaiatad
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