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o What does one do with an unsightly basement with wasted Ingenious use of panelling compartmentalizes the spaces into
space? Utilizing a geometrical floor plan, separate the area into self-contained units, while still leaving them open enough for easy
three, making it multi-purpose. The three areas become a laundry, access. The floor is covered with tiles in alternating colors of white,
sewing and office space. green and blue to further define the three areas as well as to add a
lively touch of color.
. f Adding fiber glass insulation to I' yonr r°°f IOMG?
(o ot atlll‘l is a good punch 1o throw Nail strips of insulation at the sill  Defense 3: Joist Band g
v | » . - : An important area that is often
- he bowt or at the joist band. Make sure the .
in the t‘p:nmi‘?und ::’Il t‘.”:’:i strips of insulation fit snugly overlooked because of its out-of- o remo e
:l“'mh' ki ch'ng;lc""" n  together and that the pieces are long the-way location is the joist
: ut when you go back in the ring 1 ity R e b } f
- it . enough to cover two feet of floor. band—that space between the top 0 t b t
.4 later rounds, you “_ ROSE S0me Row When you have the insulation the basement wall and the floor joist onr c en or a room
1.3 s wtrpaaiibyd kcc.p }U;:l EXPENSIVE  installed all the way around the above. If left uninsulated, this -
4 1 OPPORSNE P AGAINN 6 rOpes. crawl space, lay down a piece of critical area can be a major souce of Need msulation?
'’ heat loss during the winter and heat
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gt escaping to this area. ‘ shiny side out. Cover all of the
~':‘ If the ";':l h_‘:‘ UPC'I‘ rr:;m“n:“):::!; D.l'f.n“::{ FI:TC"*I spiion that surfaces except for a few critical
W an insulate it casi ou hav
d¥ Ll.\ ken wire to the [ryarne to hold - n‘tybc sealed off, or you have a 0rons that et be Wit open.
’-: t 1 “ kﬂl f fb:' lass insulation in H-' : orch or a;lher unheated OR 84 sectric water Reater, be
04 blankets of fiber glass int SArage, pote sure not to cover the drain faucet,
g place. You can also hammer nails  space with heated rooms above it, the thermostat access panel or the
: 1. into the frame ;fnd wrap \.,-;Irc from  you sh(_)uld s_'o_nudcr insulating the relief valve at the top of the tank. m Ly g
) . nail to nail to secure the insulation. floor of the It:\]«msklrlca. g — On a gast heater, don’t cover the [ é "
& Batts or blankets of insul: air inlets, pipes, controls, relief D |
A Defense 2: Crawl Space with a vapor barrier can claul)' be valves, flue or top of the heater P vy
If your house contains a crawl  jnstalled between the ﬂOO_f joists by Also, secure the insulation to the 4
. space that is high enough for you 10 stapling wire mesh or chicken wire .\ (o 50 o ont slip down over these Yop
" work in, check to see if the floor (o the joists and then sliding the 2
""‘; above it is insulated. If it isn't this  jnsulation on top of the wire. The
¢ space is another prime target for  vapor barrier should face up toward- Defense 7: Fireplace Damper — i
insulated. the floor. Check you fireplace damper.
i Don't be surprised if you find an air
ER gap of an inch or more even when (3 4
A the damper is closed. A gap here can
: El I I I Y be costly,
Defense 8: Vents and Pipes
Sy Check for holes where plumbing
> pipes and telephone wires enter your
y % house, around exhaust fans and
g dryer vents, around sink and bathub
' ™ drains as they leave your house.
} The energy bell is already
: sounding, so put on your gloves and b y ' ' T
. come out fighting. ‘ : ¢
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One of the most overlooked and
easy to insulate areas is the wall
between your home and garage. If
the wall isn't insulated, much of
your precious heated or cooled air is

Tuck the ends of the plastic under
the insulation so that it touches the
foundation wall. Then lay 2x4s on
rocks on top of the insulation to
keep it in place.

gain during the summer around the
base of your entire house.

Cut strips of insulation that are
slightly larger than the cavity itself,
Tuck these pieces into the cavity and
you're done.

Defense 5: Ductwork

If your heating or air condition
ing ducts pass thorugh unfinished
attics or basements then you may be
wasting energy. The Department of
Energy estimates that homeowners
can save up to $100 a year in heating
costs and $35 in air conditioning by

To insulate your water heater,
you will need enough insulation to
encircle the tank and cover the top.
Just wrap the insulation around the
tank like you'd wrap a fit—with the

Need new plumbing or wiring ?
Do you need emergency home repairs?
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