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F e b r u a r y  16 , 1983

STATEMENT BY GOVERNOR VIC ATIYEH

1983 m ark s  t h e  f i f t y - s e v e n t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  o r g a n i z e d  
e f f o r t s  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  m on th  o f  F e b r u a r y  a s  B la c k  H i s to r y  
M onth , i n i t i a t e d  by D r. C a r t e r  G. W oodson, f o u n d e r  o f  th e  
A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  th e  S tu d y  o f  A f ro -A m e r ic a n  L i f e  an d  H i s t o r y .

T h ro u g h  th e  c e l e b r a t i o n  an d  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
t o  O reg o n  by A m e ric a n s  o f  A f r i c a n  a n c e s t r y :  h i s t o r i c a l l y  by 
c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y ;  c u l t u r a l l y  by 
b r o a d e n in g  th e  s c o p e  o f  m u s i c a l ,  l i t e r a r y ,  an d  a r t i s t i c  
a c c o m p lis h m e n ts ;  an d  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  by b r i n g i n g  a  u n iq u e  
p e r s p e c t i v e  t o  t h e  w ork e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t h e  m on th  o f  F e b r u a r y  
th u s  s e r v e s  t o  b u i l d  g o o d w i l l  an d  u n d e r s t a n d in g  b e tw e e n  p e o p le  
f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  a l l  p e o p le  in  o u r  s o c i e t y .

In  t h i s  s p i r i t ,  a s  G o v e rn o r , I h e re b y  p r o c l a im  th e  
m on th  o f  F e b r u a r y ,  1983 a s

____  OTYOF
PORTLAND, OREGON

Proclamation
"BLACK HISTORY MONTH"

n? ° 5 e § ? n - 1 u r g e  O re S °n ia n s  t o  j o i n  me in  t r i b u t e  t o  N a t io n a l  
B la c k  H i s to r y  M onth an d  t o  th e  m e ssa g e  o f  c o u r a g e ,  p e r s e v e r a n c e  
f re e d o m , e q u a l i t y  and  j u s t i c e  i t  b r i n g s  t o  a l l  o f  u s .

WHEREAS, the month o f February la  a tim e to  reco gn ize  the c o n tr ib u tio n s  
to  our c u ltu r e  and development made by Americans o f A fr ic a n  
a n c e s try ; and

WHEREAS, th e  1 9 0 0 's  marked th e  b eg inn ing  o f a new c e n tu ry , and 
o ptlm lu n  re lg n od  fo r  B lack businesses in  P o rtla n d ; and

V ic  A tiy e ' 
G o v e rn o r

WHEREAS, B lack business p io n e e rs  o f th a t  tim e Inc lu d ed  Waldo B og le , 
barbershop owner and c i v i l  r ig h ts  le a d e r; A. D. G r i f f in ,  
owner o f the f i r s t  B lack newspaper In  P o rt la n d ; W. D. A lle n ,  
o sm e r/o p e ra to r o f one o f P o r t la n d 's  prom inent h o te ls ;  and 
Edward and W ill ia m  R u th e rfo rd , in v e s to rs  and p ro p e rty  owners; 
and

WHEREAS, these and many o th e r  B lack business people have c o n tr ib u te d  
to  our c i t y  the s tre n g th  and sinew needed to  b u ild  a sound 
economic l i f e  throughout our com m unities;

NOW, THEREFORE, I ,  F ra n c is  J . Iv a n c le , Mayor o f th e  C ity  o f P o rt la n d ,  
Oregon, the ''C ity  o f  Roses", do hereby p ro c la im  the week 
o f February 2 0 -2 7 , 1983, to  be

B L A C K  B U S I N E S S  W E E K

in P o r t la n d , and urge a l l  P o rtla n d e rs  to  Jo in  me In  t r ib u t e  
to  P o r t la n d 's  B lack business p io n e e rs  w ith  s p e c ia l re c o g n it io n  
o f the N a tio n a l Business League, the n a t io n 's  o ld e s t N a tio n a l  
Business A s s o c ia tio n , founded In 1900 under the le a d e rs h ip  
o f D r. Booker T . W ashington, and whose Oregon C hapter s tre s s e s  
economic developm ent In  th e  b la c k  cosm ainlty.
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"A rt is a mirror of life. But the 
important thing is to reflect that life so as 
to make it better."

— Harry Belafonte
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