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EDITORIAL/OPINION e g - Ssencdad

““From The Grassroots"'

The conventional wisdom con- withing the electoral system. Over  Mississippi.”’

hiL . Ty cerning the recent November, 1982 g90 million was spent in the 32 Sena- Third, and probably most deci-
) P no answer elections concurs that Reaganism torial races. Usually, the candidates  sively, the true test of the meaning of
e r' Son eClS|on was largely repudiated by American who marshalled the greatest fiscal  any election is found on Wall Street,
Rk voacrkl. ?Pug;r.lrep":;"::“z‘: backing was victorious. In New Jer- among the nation's powerful cor-
. w = : . : Speaker Tip O'Neill termed the 26- 3 : te elites. Significantly, t :
Vi In a long awaited decision U.S, District Court prison having learned nothing except to hate (.41 oss of the Republicans in the :e:;f::r::;m: Ll:::ﬁl:).l':: :;-.';: :‘ ?:a;:d e;; : :) 'C;Tk:i ;)c m(yx r:ylc ::cr
Vv Judge John Burns decided that overcrowded those who have imposed these conditions on  House “a disastrous defeat for the o cnan soent $S million (including  tory and breathed a collective sigh
Jed conditions at Oregon State Penitentiary are not them. Nothing will have happened to enable President’ and a *'victory'" against $2.6 million of his own money) 10 of relief. The day after the election,
i a denial of inmates’ rights. He did order the them to live productive lives or to reject a return  Reaganism. purchase a Senate seat. His Republi-  the Dow Jones industrial average
. State to improve medical care, food handling to crime, h“‘"";"‘ ‘}““Id be If"”h" from can challenger, Representative Mil-  jumped 43.41 points, closing at

4 - " . the truth, unfortunately . . .
] and fire safety. Proper sentencing that would divert persons  hac o Supe i udcythe slibiaias licent Fenwick, spent $2.7 million in  1,065.49 points, its highest level
T'his decision reverses an earlier decision in uilty of non-violent crimes to treatment, resti- v : the primary and genera) sloctions. in bistory. Corporate executives
i . . Py ; ' ” clections produced several construc- In the Minnesota general election, noted quite candidly that the
s which Bur.ns hgd Ifoupd that ov_eruowdmg vio- tution and community programs would free tive gains for blacks, Hispanics an.d Democratic nominee Mark Dayton,  incoming Congress was less inclined
lated the Constitution’s ban agains cruel and un- space in the maximum security prison for those working people. A number of reac- another millionaire, spent $5.7 mil- 1o endorse the extreme ‘‘supply
44 usual punishment. who require that security. This, along with ade-  tionaries and anti "’h”'r:a:;j'fd“';‘ lion in an unsuccessful effort to un-  side'’ programs of radical Reagan-
" I'he State should not be complacent in the quate funding, could provide time, space and ;:’: ‘::i':;‘:””‘;’;‘l‘:t' ’:('“'Hfl‘n'_ seat Republican incumbent David  ites, and that a bipartisan consensus
ey face of this decision. It is a documented fact that programs for those who could benefit from re- 4 the Mow York Times in o Durenberger, who was only able to ~ of *‘moderate’” Republicans like
) levels of violence at the prison have risen alon habilitation programs. Not all prisoners would e come up with $2.7 million. A total  Howard Baker and Robert Dole and
. o . & " iy = . pos ' - pre-election poll that they would be of $1 billion was spent on the 1982  more conservative Democrats such
one with the severe uvcrcrowdlmg. T_‘herc is also the su“:cced. but the current position Uf. warehousing  “*opposed to trimming domestic s0- U.S. clestion enmanigns. e, sy sty s - vty
% long range picture to consider: inmates who do prisoners for longer and longer periods and then  cial programs.”” Fifty of the new Money was an important reason  kowski would forge policies which
g not receive proper health care, counselling, edu- turning them loose with nothing serves neither  legislators stated that ;hev‘_h":"i o for the modest number of losses suf-  benefited big business. Reagan him-
) cation, work assignments, etc., will come out of  the criminal nor the public. :;;;"_"f """_"'“’It e | e: fered by the Republicans. Accord-  self may no longer be in the political
et - cut in income (ax e €S, an ing (0 one source, in most close-ly-  ‘driver’s seat,”’ but the visious au-
W 54 “'strongly opposed increasing the contested Congressional races, Re-  sterity of **Reaganism’’ can and will

age for eligibility for Social Security publicans outspent Democrats by an continue through Congressional at-

» r the ? benefits." It was in the South that average of almost $100,000. tacks against workers, national mi
L H the Republicans suffered their worst norities, the elderly and the poor.

J& ] reverses. Democratic challengers Second, racism played a more
e hric . 2a. . : : won three Republican House seats  critical role than in previous elec-

I'wo days before Christmas l.hc hu_rnc of a Ifsa zens of the .Slalcn_rl area and the leadership of the in Virginia, gnd oo NS G The ber 0'; R What can Eheilk Aduerfasad leare
jem fantily was hurncq and racial epithets paint- black organizations that serve that part of the (/e of reactionary Republican in-  members increased by four, and in  from the recent elections? I think we
ed on the house and fence. The family—Robert state. Were they kept away by whispered ru-  cumbents in North Carolina, South  Brooklyn alone, two new black Rep- have to view the electoral failure to

AN White, a Libyan, his wife Betty, black, and their mors? Were they too busy to attend? Do they Carolina, Alabama, and West Vir-  resentatives, Adolphous Townsand  check Reaganism as indirectly a pro-
s five-year-old daughter were out of town at the not consider this attack on the Whites to be an  ginia. _ Major R. Owens, were elected. But  duct of our own inability to reach
TXy time of the fire and robbery. attack on all black people? What will this lack of rc.g:m?;::\: Ile;cdzc:‘:::::: ::: Rubcrst (-Iar;. Jr., a black M]usls- Lc:‘:cbrl::czlrlr;: :I:r;l: l.h:dj :)(,h:,:::
#41 . : a - . . : . . . Stat sentative, lost a C S, o
34 Last week the Salem Human_ Rights C Wg— mvu',vcmem m.such s scn'ous .e_vcm in their com- the highest gain in off-year elections :L[:;“Lm‘v:- :{o::;r:::c ll:l. c:)nseru- bilize this constituency within the
; sion held an emergency meeting to determine munity say to Salem’s white citizens? in decades. It is true that all parties  tive white Republican whose cam- electoral process. Despite the

: how they could best assist the family and how which have won the Presidency lose  paign slogan, **He's one of us," NAACP's important efforts to reg-

; they should address the community about the a number of seats in subsequent off- smacked blatantly of redneck ra- ister blacks, we must redouble our
year elections. Under Kennedy, for cism. In California, all the polls pre- local efforts in voter education.

el blatant racism
. Strangely absent was any outpouring of sup-
port and assistance. Usually when a family is hit

example, the Democrats lost four dicted that Los Angeles mayor Tom Only about one out of every three
seats in 1962. During Nixon's first Bradley should have little trouble black who were over 18 years old
term in 1970 the Republicans lost 10 gefeating Republican state attorney votes; less than one quarter of

by fire or other disaster, cspccnally at C hnsl_ma.'. coats, and more sossntly, 18 197809 aencrsl Gostgs Denkmeien. Threo  blacks whio eara less thas $10,000
time, they are inundated with hclp from nelgh- der Carter, the Democrats lost 12 weeks prior to the election, how- income cast ballots. Had truly vigo-
bors and other cummunity residents. PCI’hilpS seats. ever, Deukmejian's close friend and rous voter education campaigns in-
the people of Salem were put off by the racist But given the current economic  campaign manager, Bill Roberts, side the black community occurred
nature of the tragedy; perhaps they did not situation, with general unemploy-  bragged that “‘race’’ was a factor in  last month, the number of progres-
know how to approach the situation ment above 10.4 percent, and black Deukmejian’s favor. Roberts sive blacks elected to pub!lg office
v e o 3 . SR PR . joblessness exceeding 20.5 percent, predicted that in a close contest, at would have increased dramatically.

However, the Human Rights Commission did the Democrals should have attract- least five percent of Califorma’s More importantly, we must not

get some offers of assistance and concern and a ed even greater support. In two ma- white electorate would vote against be deluded with modest Democratic

jor states, California and lllinois, Bradley for the sole reason that he gains to believe that Reaganism has
Republicans won gubernatorial was black. Roberts was promptly been checked. We must fight to cre-
races; in the Senate, the Republican dismissed for his candor, but on ate legislation which democratizes

few communily organizations were represented
at the meeting.
'hose significantly absent were the black citi-

majority of 54 to 46 remained the election night, his words were af- the U.S. electoral system, which en-

same. Reaganites inside the Demo- firmed by white voters, Bradley lost courages Third Party challenges,

] cratic Party, the notorious **boll the election that every pollster pre- and which facilitates access to the
ApOIOg|eS weevils'® or Southern Conserva-  dicted he would win by less than  media. Blacks and the oppressed do
tives, were uniformly reelected back 50,000 votes out of over 7.4 million not have a billion dollar coffer to

into Congress over token Republi- cast. In another California race the express our views on television. We

In the December 29th edition of the Observer car‘i;;‘ppo]mmn. R state's highest ranked black elected mus:l_mobrl‘li:c_ t;ur numbers, dci
- p . ‘hat lessons can we conclude official, Wilson Riles, was also de- manding the right to proportiona

we confused the record of Judge Lee SN X from the off-year election? feated. Carl Holman, president of tcprcsczlatwns lmldpc 1phc gov-

was not Johnson who had problems with the law
in California, but then-Multnomah County Dis-
(rict Attorney Harl Haas. Our apologies to
Judge Johnson and to Mr. Haas.

[t 1s our point of view that the appointment of
I ee Johnson by Governor Victor Atiyeh to the
position of Circuit Court Judge was one of politi-
cal expediency and based on his record as Attor-
nev General is not in the best interest of those

First, the elections laid bare the lie  the National Urban Coalition, ernment, and must prepare an all-
of true democratic government in noted ruefully that racism continues  oul assault for 1984 against all
the nation by illustrating once more ‘‘to be a potent negative political  ‘‘Reaganites’’ inside both major
that money is at the root of power factor—whether in California or  parties.

House burning remains unsolved

black defendants who appear before him. e Sakd (Continued from page | column 6) since | came to Oregon.'' White  serve as a clearing house to arrange
Thinking about Watts? e audh e _— I tovk the opportunity to go to Los does not know if the arson was con- for other needs. White said the fam-

Angeles to see children | had not nected to his problems in prison or  ily does not have an immediate need

been able to see in prison,”” he said.  was the result of his getting a man  for money but he is concerned with

.
tt t th Edt tor ‘““When we came back, everything fired for discriminating against his  safety.
e ers 0 e we owned was destroyed.'’ White family, but believes the Klan is or- The Police Department has ad-

was informed of the fire whilein  ganized and active in the Salem  vised White not to leave Salem dur-

Los Angeles and left his five-year-  area. ing the investigation of the fire and ‘
P : l' k . . old daughter there with relatives. robbery. |
risoners like crime series Mrs. Betty White, who is black, Although the neighbors had ex- It is the opinion of Detective |
said she had been the target of ra-  pressed concern and friendshipin  Walter Fuhrmann that the arson |
here at O.S.P. | feel that this series  women like her who are determined cism when she moved to Salem in  the Salem newspaper, White said  was not a Klan action but that the
.."i T'o the editor addressed a serious problem in the (o be successful regardless of the ob- July of 1981 to be near her husband. this was not the case. **We moved to  racist epithets were a cover-up of the
;".r.' CLHT RN e thet: 1o black community, a problem that  gtacles ‘*Niggers move'’ was painted on the 4 new area; we were the newest peco-  robbery. The Department had not
i s A o les 2 we as a people must learn to deal Therefore, keep the good, posi- door and eggs thrown at the door.  ple, the only blacks. The children  asked for FBI assistance, as is usual
e e newspaper had d: with, tive and informative articles com- ““The neighbors were shocked, ' she were told they couldn't play with  in cases involving denial of civil
Ry O,y § ind thet § “J\_.r:‘;tfk' The article about Stephanie  ing, because they are well apprecia- said. She had been treated kindly by our child. When we went back after  rights.
T o e "'"“”“:I S 4 Brown and her struggle was another  (ed her neighbors and did not believe  the fire, the neighbors didn't come The Human Rights Commission
s n-black crime™ were well receive newsworthy article. We need more L.C. Moore they were involved. She reported the  up and say they were sorry it hap- will meet Thursday, January Sth, to
g incident to the police. She also had  pened. decide on a public response. The
' :_; S a ” been warned not to allow her child ““lam afraid my family will be  special meeting was attended by
R IT L I t f l to play in the nearby park because  hurt,” he said. *‘I don’t know what  church and civic groups but the only
by eg IS a u re aces cru C|a seSSIOn she might be in danger. is happening. I am just scared." person representing the black citi-
... nad Nonr saaed diliand White, who is Libyan, expressed _ i . zens was Plummer Williams who
| - . d be ‘”‘j\w:m;';r:nt Inall new jobs would be created—and  chance of pushing its legislation :"ur for his ll'f;:“:I‘T:‘d]h': ";;':‘ m:I:iw:a::mp:;:?:j:: R'I:':: f"mn- filled in for his wife, Matt{\ctlc. wh'o
5 L sod. the economic debate req-  that Oregonians would get those  through the House. Myers, how- ope “‘:"’ "bo e [“het » housing for the Whis g v hp ary s 1983 Chairman of the Governor's
y {’. S ahe ative job creation Jjobs. Few legislators are asking if ever, will be chairing the House Ju- gon. "'It's been a racist fight ever B es and hopes to Commission on Black Affairs.
P P es will not occur at the legisla-  revenue bonds actually create new diciary Committee, and Trade and
W fve level And in all likelihood, Ore-  jobs; few are asking if jobs in high Economic Development may not be
' sonians expecting help from the technology firms will help unem- h'ﬂhf‘t prionty.
State will be disappointed. ployed woodworhcrl: or l:cu Until al meaningful debate 0"::1_);
gardless of one's opinion on  families. No one even knows where nomic alternatives occurs—and | e |
H‘Rl.\..‘ s muiti-million dzllar bail- Jjobs in Oregon are created, nor did not occur during lhel last gover- — | — Porﬂa nd Observer $ gt “*s-.."
out reguest or on plant closure legis- where nor why jobs are being de- nor’s race—the inef.[cctwe policies | | Newspaper The Portiand Observer (USPS 959-680) is published evary
lation, it is clear that the State of  stroyed. of the past will remain. And as long G Pubishers Thursday by Exie Publishing Company. Inc., 2201 North Killings twssases
Oreson’s past efforts 10 create jobs The task flcirl. Gilmore and his as the Democratic and R_Cpublll:llﬂ e Association worth  Portland, Oregon 97217, Post Office Box 3137, Portland o anit)
. g v Republi ice-chair, Rep. Do House leaders toss their discards in- Oregon 97208 Second class postage peid at Portland, Oregon
-3 have fallen far short of the goal.  TePND oA Fae e Bep . . ' d ic develop- The Portiand Observer was established in 1970 by A Les Hen- oo a0
- One reason for this failure has been  Zajonc (R-S.l_em). will be o gener- toa dud-e_n economic develop Svasn. Sounder S Voo
] the lack of clear, well-constructed  ate this essential dctmc_und to find ment committee, this debate will not Stiantionss S0Autiuierivihe Rituuts S: Sl 283.2486
job-creation policies. answers for these questions. Hardy be heard. _ MEMBER master Send address changes o the Portland Observer P O
Instead of asking tough questions  Myers, who c;‘fﬁcially rcpre;cnul the hln lh:dcndl; gxe lm-"n"m:m A NAL Box 3137, Portland, Oregon 97208
and seeking hard-hitting answers, speaker on the economic develop- thousands of Uregonians N " AP Al McGilberry, Editor/Publisher
l I'cg:\I;tl'lk\r‘\‘hafc uuhe'rly tossed ment committee, will need to devel-  for the promises and the plat- E P. ER m‘:’"‘mf‘j’f"""‘:‘"

money alter the problem (through  ©p a high profile if the committee is  forms—and remain unemployed. Association - Founded 1885 Al Williams, Advertising Manager T Sow Yo
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