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PIL Forecast

' by Joe White

An injury here and there and &
couple of other surprises are going
to make the Portland Interscholastic
League's basketball season like the
shoot-out at the O.K. corral. Guns
are going to be firing and it's going
to be a wide open affair,

Early season predictions had Ben-
son Tech slated to win a third
straight PIL crown but those ideas
have been holstered for awhile.

Benson was dealt a damaging
blow when 6-5 UIf Spears, one of
the state’s premier players, suffered
a badly sprained ankle just over a
week ago. Spears missed the entire
week of school this past week and
Benson head coach Dick Gray isn't
sure how serious the injury is to his
star player.

““It will definitely hurt us,'* Bray
said. He reported that Spears should
be back playing by the middle of
January unless complications arise.

Describing Spears’ importance to
the team, Gray said, ‘*We don't
have a guy to substitute who can re-
bound or score as much."’

While most of the coaches in the
PIL are predicting that Benson will
battle for the league title, Gray
sticks to his guns in saying the team
will finish third or fourth. **We
would be third or fourth with UIf
out and we'll struggle to be third or
fourth when we get him back,"’
Gray said.

He says there are other teams with
more experience al more postitions
in the league. Grant, Wilson and
Roosevelt were mentioned. *‘Those
are three teams we have to beat
Without Ulf, we would have a
problem beating them."’

One big problem facing the Tech-

. men is that they aren't as deep as
: past seasons,
* thony Stroughter and Kenny Luck

Steve Adams, An

ett are three of the starters but Gray

+ said, *‘We're still looking for a fifth
: guy. "’

When Spears gets back, Benson
will be a team to reckon with but for
now they sit on the same fence post

. with the rest of the league.

Grant Generals

I'his was supposed to be some
sort of rebuilding year for the Gen
eral team that went 19-5 last season
and won 12 out of 14 league games
but don’t tell that to the team mem
bers.

Much traveled first year head
coach John Stilwell has the Generals
literally off and running. *‘I'm an
up-tempo type of coach,”” he said.
““I like to get the game moving."’
Grant is moving up and down the
court at a pace that brought a 68-56
win over Parkrose,

Franklin head coach Hugh Pen-
nington changed his mind about
Grant after the Generals soared off
to a 40-point win over the Quakers.
““They look pretty tough,’’ Pen-
nington said.

One of the big surprises so far this

year is the development of forward
Richard Hollis. By playing at rim
level, Hollis pocketed 28 points in a
game versus Glencoe and fired in 19
in the Parkrose shoot out.

CGuards Eric Ross and Cory
Washington are two of the reasons
Stilwell said, **I've got the best team
I've ever coached talent-wise.'" Ross
pumped in 23 against Parkrose and
along with Hollis forms a deadly
one-two punch. Stilwell said,
““Richard is doing really well inside.
For a junior who hasn't played
much, he has a lot of talent."

Grant's biggest problem now is
the fact that they are no longer a se
cret. Teams are going to prepare for
them and that will create more of a
challenge—a challenge the Generals
will try to run right over,

Marshall Minutemen

One of the darkhorse teams in the
league practices daily in the Mar-
shall gym. The Minutemen return
three players from last season’s state
quarterfinal team with plans on
sneaking up on the pack.

Don Emry, Marshall head coach,
pians on making up for lack of size
by using pressure defense, hustle
and his team's two biggest assets-
quickness and shooting ability

‘““We're hoping to gain a playoff
spot [the PIL qualifies four teams].
We think we have a chance for one
of thent,"" Emry said.

Heading up the charge is junior
Robert Key. Key is averaging 25
points per game this season and hit
for 31 against Benson. The Minute-
men lost by six to the Techmen but
Emry saw that as a positive sign. *‘l
look for us to challenge. We played
a good game against Benson."'

Senior forwards Leonard Wade
and Wilbert Antoine are the other
returning players Emry looks to for
production.

Marshall will hope to earn one of
those four playoff positions and
Emry really believes they can
““After Grant and Benson, anyone
could come in there."’

Cleveland Indians

Some of the firing guns men-
tioned carlier belong to the Indians.
Cleveland is swamped with good
shooters as evidenced by a field goal
percentage of over 50 percent for all
three games.

Craig Miller, a 6-1 forward, leads
the way with a shooting percentage
of 62 percent and 25 points a game
average.

Cleveland raies as another team
that could surprise this year. Head
coach Gary Tash is highly confident
that his first year as head man will
be a good one. ‘I don’t see any rea-
son why we can’t be one of the bet
ter teams in the city,”’ Tash said.

To accomplish that goal the In-
dians are going to wear out some
tennis shoes. **We play a fast style
of basketball. Fast break and full
court press the whole game,'" Tash
said.
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**Cleveland’s been the doormat
but | think we're really going to sur-
prise a lot of people,"” Tech said.

The big surprise will be a platoon-
ing system that creates havoc on op-
posing teams. The Indians have
some depth and Tash is using it to
run two squads of five players in
and out of the game. When one gets
tired, the other takes over.

Defense will play a big part of the
Cleveland game plan and the name
Roger Marcell comes to Tash's lips
when you mention defense. ‘*He's
our best defensive player and prob-
ably one of the quickest and best de-
fensive players in the city."

Roosevelt Roughriders

Many people feel that Roosevelt
will have anything but a rough ride
on the way to the playoffs. That
feeling is formed when looking at
five returning starters buoyed by 6-9
center John Piwarchuck.

Piwarchuck is the big man for
Roosevelt but not the only one who
can shine for the team. Leon Brew-
er, Andre Phelps and Andre George
can find the scoring book also

Friday night the Roughriders won
a battle with Cleveland. The Rough-
riders won 95-86 behind a balanced
scoring attack. Brewer tallied 22
points, Piwarchuck tossed in 19 and
George contributed 16 points

I'he win puts the Roughriders at
2-0 in the PIL race so far. Wilson
fell 100-66 to the powerful offense
of Roosevelt

Fans of the North Portland high
school should see plenty of scoring
this year and a bushel of baskets.

Lincoln Cardinals

Inexperience and lack of height
are two of the problems facing 0-2
Lincoln. ““We're not real big. This is
probably the smallest group we've
had at Lincoln in some time,"" head
coach Tom Thomas said

T'he team’s big gun is Michael
Lankton. He fired in 18 points in a
49-45 loss to Marshall Friday night.
Thomas rates Lankton as one of the
top shooters in the PIL. **Michael
probably has the best range of any-
one in the league. Once he gets hot,
just get him the ball and the ball’s
going down,'’ Thomas said

Even though the team is small,
I'homas is pleased with the way the
players are working together. “‘I'm
more optimistic because the kids are
workin hard."

Madison Senators

Talking about his basketball team
isn't the most pleasant subject right
now for Madison head coach Bob
Osborn. The Senators were put far
behind because of the Madison
football team making the state play
offs and numerous other problems
have surfaced since then.

Notably injuries and other inter-
ests have left the Madison squad on
the edge of collapse. Guard Chris
Kock, one of the three returners,
left the team for personal reasons as
did guard Tiny Butler. Injuries have
sidelined guards Billy Porter and
T'im McCormick and left the team
without very many guards

Transfer Edgar Glover has been
declared ineligible and point guard
John Clark has been out ill

All of these problems have re
sulted in a 0-3 start at the season’s
beginning and left the Senators
gasping for air. ""We've got some
problems,’’ Osborne said. ‘' You go
into a season hoping you can solve
these problems the best you can."’

Osborn hopes the football players
will come around soon. Junior Dave
Brannon missed a week after foot
ball to get some dental work done
and still is, “*‘Not where we would
like him to be,’’ according to Os
born.

Franklin Quakers

Hugh Pennington spent 12 years
at Benson as an assistant coach be
fore moving to Franklin this season
Along with him he brought a great
deal of basketball knowledge and a
new system.

Pennington is hoping that the
Quakers will adapt to a faster style
of play and compete with the rest of
the league. ‘‘Some of the kids are
having trouble handling the ball on
the move,"" he said. **We want to
play a faster game than they're used
to."”
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Brian Crook is playing his third
season un the varsity and averaged
in double figures last season.
Crook and the team will need more
as shown in a 40-point loss to Grant
in the league opener.

*“There's the potential to be fairly
competitive. A lot depends on how
these kids work together,"" Penning-
ton said.

Wilson Trojans

Wilson is using a little of the old
and some of the new to jump out to
a fast start in the PIL race. Last
year's team leader Brian Wilson
pumped in 24 points against Mar-
shall as the Trojans won 86-81. He's
the old.

The new is a piayer named Rich
Banton and he emerged with 27
points against the Quakers.

Wilson has eight returning letter-
men this season and four starters
back from a 10-10 team last year.
T'he team rates as one of the favor-
ites to earn one of four playoff posi-
tions from the PIL.

Jefferson Democrats

Before the season began Jefferson
coach Bobby Harris said his team
would be right in the middle of the
fight for the playoffs. People are
taking him seriously after the Dem-
ocrats stunned Grant 67-62 Friday
night.

Jefferson used a balanced scoring
output to upend one of the favorites
for the league title. John Johnson
led the way with 15 points and Cur-
tis Penny chipped in with 14,

Johnson is a 6-3, 250-pound cen-
ter forward who is counted on for
offensive production. Keith Jackson
guides the offense as the point
guard but can also score. He had
nine points in the win over Grant,
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WANNA START SOMETHIN?
Then try the Union Avenue . . .

« FREE Instaliation
« FREE Battery Test
« FREE Electrical check
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"‘ ! - CHANGE

$19.95

Exchange

3007 N.E. Union Ave. 249-0101

FOR SALES ' SERVICE - PARTS - REPAIRS

Our New Modern Buliding. Northeas! Broadway at First
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in town
Receive swo cash or discount

with purchase.
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See five Blazer home games telecast
live on ONTV. u
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fa will be the best seat in the Coliseumn 8 You'll see the Los Angeles
Boston Celtics, Chicago Bulls, Detroit Pistons and Seattie Super
Sonics, plus a special bonus sports event that's yet to be

wnnounced Bits al hive Blazer

Sports
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