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Celebrating Christmas around the world
Mexico

T h e  M e x ic a n  p o s a d a  begins on  
D ecem ber 6 th  and sym bolizes the 
hardships experienced by M ary  and 
Joseph when they attempted to find  
shelter in Bethlehem . T he  home is 
decorated w ith  Spanish moss, ever­
green branches and  co lo red  paper 
lan te rn s . O n  an a lta r  o f  p ine  
branches and moss is a representa­
tio n  o f  the N a t iv ity  scene, w ith  
M ary and Joseph and an empty cra­
dle.

As guests arrive they are divided  
into two groups— the cruel innkeep- 
pers and the holy pilgramagers. The  
procession o f pilgrim s, with burning 
candles, goes th rou gh  the halls o f  
the home, asking shelter:

••W ho knocks at my door?"
" W e  are pilgrims. W e only want 

a place to rest "
• ‘G o  som ew here else and d o n 't  

bother m e ."
“ It is cold and we've come a long 

way. W e are very t ire d ."
• •W h o  are  you? I d o n 't  know  

y o u ."
* ' l  am  Joseph o f  N a za re th  and  

this is my wife M ary  who will be the 
mother o f the Son o f G o d ."

" T h e n  com e in to  my hum ble  
house and be welcome. And may the 
Lord give shelter to  my soul when I 
leave this w o rld !"

The procession enters the liv ing  
room , pray ing  and singing carols. 
The prayers bring the religious por­
tions o f the evening to a close

T h e  guests then  gather in  the  
patio for the p in ata . O rig ina lly , the 
pinatas were m ade o f  p o ttery  and  
made in the shape o f anim als, birds 
or other objects. Now  often made of 
paper m ache the p in a ta  is hung  
fro m  the ceiling and children  take  
tu rns  try in g  to  b reak  the p inatas  
w ith a stick while b lindfolded. F in ­
ally  a lucky child breaks the pinata  
and the candy and fru it fa ll out on 
the floor.

The last posada, that on C h ris t­
mas Eve, is the most solemn. A t the 
end o f  the songs and  p rayers , a 
sm all linage o f  the B aby Jesus is 
placed in  the m anger. T he  candles 
are lit around the altar and the peo­
ple say. " A lle lu ia !  A lle lu ia ! Let us 
rejo ice because the L o rd  has come 
to his people!”  A fte r the celebration 
the fam ily  goes to  M id n ig h t Mass. 
The ch ild ren  receive their g ifts on 
Epiphany, January 6th.

Mexican worshippers seek a resting place for the Holy Family.

Vanazuala
As in all o f the Spanish speaking 

w o r ld , every hom e disp lays a 
N acim ien lo , or crib. A  more am bi­
tious N a c im ie n lo  is the pesebre  
which represents the entire region o f 
Bethlehem  w ith  its foca l point the 
manger. Some pesebres are works of 
art, while others are a hodge podge 
of ancient and modern scenes.

In Venezuela the main celebration 
takes place on Nocbe Buena (Christ­
mas Eve), when everyone goes home 
a fte r M id n ig h t  M ass to  have b al- 
locas and dulce de lechoza H alloca  
is made o f corn meal, with pork and 
chicken stuffing and other delicacies 
and w rapped  in p lan ta in  leaves to 
make a type o f pie. Dulce de lechoza 
is a dessert m ade o f green papaya  
and brown sugar.

Nicaragua
C hristm as in N icaragua is some­

times called the Festival o f  C h ild ­
hood. Before the end o f Novem ber 
the children begin to carry fragrant 
bouquets to  the a lta r o f the V irg in  
and to  sing carols to  the Queen o f  
Heaven. These pre-C hristm as cele­
brations end on December 8 th , the 
Feast o f  the Im m a c u la te  C o ncep ­
tion.

O n  D ecem ber 16th the fa ith fu l  
begin th e ir an n u a l novena to  the  
Christ C h ild , and on December 24th 
it ends with M idnight Mass.

The home is decorated with palm  
trees, green sawdust, tinsel, and col­
ored lights. T he  em pty m anger re ­
ceives the Christ Child  on Christmas 
Eve.

A  Christm as Eve feast o f turkey, 
stu ffed  hen or ta m a li is com m on. 
W ine, coffee or chocolate is served 
with a plain cake made o f corn meal 
or rice flo u r, covered w ith  ru m -fla ­
vored syrup.

France

Christmas customs, originating in

the O r ie n t, w ere in trod uced  to  
France by the Romans Rheims was 
the scene o f the First French celebra­
tion when, in 496, Clovis and three 
thousand warriors were baptized.

Christmas became a religious and 
secular holiday. T o d ay , Christm as  
is a fam ily a ffa ir and a religious cel­
e b ra tio n , w h ile  N ew  Years is re ­
served fo r m erry m aking  and g ift  
giving.

F a m ily  ce leb ra tion s  begin w ith  
the decoration o f the Christmas tree 
w ith  candles and lights, tinsel and  
stars. O n Christm as Eve. when the 
children are asleep, »mail gifts and 
candy are hung on the tree.

The m anger scene— la c r e c h e -  
originated in 12th Century France as 
a liturgical dram a. At First the m an­
ger resem bled an a lta r and was 
placed inside the church. St. Francis 
o f Assissi in trod uced  the p opu lar 
manger scene between 1316 o f 1)34.

T o d a y  the fa m ily  arranges the 
manger scene in a prom inent place 
in  the hom e. C h ild re n  fin d  rocks  
and small branches for the manger. 
C la y  figures  represent the H o ly  
F a m ily , the wise m en, the shep-

herds, the ox and donkey are close 
to the Baby Jesus.

A t m id n ig h t everyone attends  
Christmas Mass in the cathedrals lit 
w ith  candles, bells pealing . W hen  
the fam ily  returns home the feast, 
the " ré v e illo n ,”  is ready. The main  
dish varies in  d if fe re n t  parts  o f  
F ra n c e — goose in  A lsace, tu rke y  
and chestnuts in Burgundy, oysters 
in Paris.

In  some places the ré v e illo n  is 
held in the snow y m o u n ta in s , in  
others the en tire  village gathers to  
break bread.

T h e  young c h ild re n  put th e ir  
shoes in front o f the Fireplace so dur­
ing the night tbepere N oel or le petit 
Jesus w ill f i ll  them  w ith  g ifts. F o r­
merly wooden shoes— sabots - were 
used, and today chocolate wooden  
shoes are Filled with candy.

Carols and the creche combine to 
p roduce  d ram a  presented in the  
cathedral squares. Puppet shows are 
also popular at Christmas time.

O ne o f France’s fam ilia r C h ris t­
mas stories is the L ittle  M atch g irl, 
w h o , s ittin g  in  the snow selling  
m atches, struck a ll her matches to  
imagine Christmas in a house with a 
lo v in g  fa m ily . S tr ik in g  her last 
m atch , the litt le  g ir l was taken  to  
Paradise by a host o f angels.

Carol of the Brown King

f  the three Wise Men  
W ho came to the King,
One was a brown man,
So they sing.

O f  the three Wise Men  
W ho followed the Star,
One was a brown king 
From afar.

They brought fine gifts 
O f spices and gold 
In jeweled boxes 
O f beauty untold.

Unto his humble 
Manger they came 
And bowed their heads 
In  Jesus' name.

Three Wise M en  
One dark like me—
Part o f His 
Nativity.

A creche la found In moat home» In Latin countriee. — Langston Hughes

Try
Natural Gas Heat 

with our 
“Burner Back” 

Guarantee
Here s a hot deal for oil heat customers who'd like to 
switch to mo e efficient natural gas heating Now for just 
$9 95 a month you can lease a natural gas conversion 
burner and enjoy clean burning natural gas heat. If you 
are not completely satisfied, for any reason, within the 
first year we will reinstall your old oil burner 
without charge
There are no deposits and no other initial installation 
charges unless more than 30 feet of interior gas piping 
and more than 10 feet of vent is required In most 
homes this is not needed The rental charge is just $9 95 
a month, a total of $358 20 for the,jf^ee-year initial term 
of the lease After three years you can purchase the 
leased gas burner for the depreciated original cost of 
the burner and its installation costs Or, if you prefer, you 
can continue to lease the burner on a month to month 
basis for $9 95 a month

Here's your opportunity to try natural gas heat and save 
money, too

Call us today1

AV Portland 226 4211

NORTHWEST NATURAL GAS 
thSA uH rM n energy

TWO 
CAN EAT 

CHEAPER!
Now. at Rust tar. two can eat Rib Eye Steak Dinner» tor Juat 
$5 99 That'» two tender Rib Eye Steak» cooked to order.
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