
lack on black crime: Portland, Oregon
Ay L an d a  ZAtAa

O r a u r o o t  N a a n . N .  IF .— A  m as  
»laps the  m o th e r o f  h ia c h ild . 
A n o th e r  pries o pen  th e  basem ent 
door aad takas the television, smpU- 
flsr, receiver aad a  piggy beak from

I t ’s lad ies  n ig h t a t  a  d o w n to w n  
nigh td u b  and you tot yossr p un a  un­
d ern e a th  the ta b le  to  d ance. A  
w om an in  the a e i t  b o o th  spies on  
your a c tiv ity  aa d  w hen  you re turn  
you assum e you  d anced  you r last 
dance because your purse along w ith  
the money fo r your light b ill is miss­
ing. A  man dogs a  young woman in 
his care, pushing her out as he drives 
down the street. A  few  days later her 
friends catch him  in the streets and  
beat him to death

These examples o f  crim e are both  
f ic titio u s  and fac tu a l. C o m m itted  
on those who can least afford it, who 
■SR extremely vulnerable, and are large­
ly uninsured, they are  examples o f  
black on black crim e in  P o rtlan d . 
A nd unless we raise the conscious­
ness o f the A fro -A m erican  com mu- 
nits in  P o rtlan d  this insidious ele­
ment contained and perpetuated like 
a m alignant tum or w ill eat us from  
the inside out.

Jasper O rm and , c lin ica l psycho­
logist, says the economic and politi­
cal oppression  s u ffe re d  by b lack  
people in  A m erica  is the  cause o f  
black on black crim e. “ This oppres­
sion heaped upon  b lack  people in  
A m e ric a  is so lo n g -s tan d in g  th a t  
black on black crim e is a  sym ptom  
o f  the social ills. U n til we m ake an  
im pact on  those social ills  we w ill 
p robab ly  continue to  see b lack on  
black crime. W e shouldn't focus on 
the symptoms w ithout focusing on 
the causes."

W hen a brother or sister is caught 
w rong there is no w ay fo r  them  to  
ra t io n a liz e  th e ir c r im e . O rm a n d  
says. “ Q uite often we are looking at 
i r r a t io n a l b e h a v io r . I t 's  not tha t 
they are sitting around talking about 
com mitting crimes. I t ’s an impulsive 
irra tional act. People are acting out 
o f  p ure  im pulse  and  fru s tra t io n .  
Y o u  d o n ’ t th in k  a b o u t go ing  to  
S .W . Portland. You look around at 
what is convenient. A nother factor 
is taht people are confined to  a cer­
tain area in Portland. They function 
in a vacuum. Their reality is focused 
inside this space. I f  you are angry, 
frustrated, helpless or hopeless you 
m an ife s t those n eg a tive  feelings  
right there within the context o f that 
vacuum .”

Reagan promises military aid
(Continued fro m  page I  column  d) 
percent currency d ev a lu atio n  was 
fo rced  by the In te rn a tio n a l M o n ­
etary Fund which provided loans to  
prevent Costa Rica's default o f  U .S . 
bank loans.

S o c ia l d e te r io ra tio n  is a lre a d y
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O rm and  c o a d u d a  that this beha­
vior in  M ack people is not inherited. 
“ Racism is systematically projected  
in  every ins titu tion  in  A m erica  and  
this produces a sense o f  se lf-ha te . 
A a d  fro m  tim e  to  tim e  it  takes its 
to ll. A  lot o f  anger and frustration  
w ill be taken  out on those people  
w ith in  your vacuum . These people  
are like you and you begin to  believe 

'• those messages coming from  institu­
tion al racism . The pow er and con­
sistency o f  that message w ill take its 
to ll and one day when the economic 
and p o litic a l oppression reaches a 
certain  po in t in  one’s life  b lack on
Mack crim e w ill erupt.”

Ronnie H erndon , co-chair o f  the 
B lack U n ite d  F ro n t, corro bo ra tes  
this view point. “ A nytim e you force 
a group o f  people in to  poverty and 
you keep them  in  poverty  the way 
A m erica  has done to  b lack people  
they w ill tu rn  to  c rim in a l a c tiv ity . 
T h is  happens a ll over the W estern  
w orld . W henever you find  a lo t o f  
person to  person crime you w ill find  
tha t i t ’ s com m itted  by the poorest 
people  in  tha t society. T h is  is why 
you fin d  so m any b lack people in ­
volved in crim e. W e ’ve been forced 
into a miserable poverty-ridden con­
d itio n .”

H e rn d o n  says the  reason fo r  
b lack  on b lack  c rim e  is th a t it 's  
easy. “ M ost crimes are com m itted  
closer to  home. This is the area they 
arc fam iliar w ith . Portland is unique 
because o f  the high unem ploym ent 
ra te  am o n g  b lack  teenagers and  
adults. The whole history o f racism 
in O regon has made it d iff ic u lt for 
black people to  get and hold  onto  
jobs. Business has actively sought to 
keep fro m  h ir in g  b lack  p eo p le . 
U nions have w orked  hard  to  keep  
b lacks o u t o f  th e ir o rg a n iz a tio n .  
And these actions were in times o f a 
h ea lth y  econom y. In  tim es o f  d e ­
pression it is almost im possible. I f  
you d o n 't  have m oney you  d o n 't  
have resources. A n d  i f  you  c a n ’ t 
earn money people w ill have to take 
I t ."

O n  an in te rn a tio n a l le v e l, D r .  
C h an ce llo r W illia m s  w ro te  in TAe 
D e ilru c tlo n  o f  B lack  C iv iliz a t io n  
that, “ O ffenders do not know  they 
are enlisted in the white m an’s army 
to  slowly destroy the race. The W ar 
t a k a  m any unsuspecting form s, in­
c lu d in g  the  b ig  and  increas in g ly  
w id a p re a d  use o f  narcotics among
b lacks___ Blacks w ho are so ready
to  m ake c r im in a l a ttacks  on  the ir 
ow n p eo p le  a re , uncon sc iou sly , 
strik ing  out against the unbearable

showing in  C o tta  R ic a ’s education  
systems, traditionally one o f the na­
tion 's  most developed institutions. 
Undernourishm ent m a k a  it impos­
sible fo r  ch ild ren  to  a ttend  school 
and reduction o f fam ily  income has 
forced young people to  q u it school
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situation o f  what appears to be per­
manent disunity and. therefore, the 
u tte r helplessness o f  a race whose  
libe ra tio n  fro m  oppression can be 
achieved o n ly  by united  in i t ia t iv a  
o f its own.

"H en ce , like  caged anim als, they 
strike  at w hat is nearest to  th e m —  
their own people. They are actually  
try ing  to  k ill a s ituation  they hate, 
unaware that even in this, they are 
serving the  w h ite  m an w e ll. F o r  
whites need not go all out for ’geno­
cide’ sch em a, w ith  which they are  
o fte n  c h arg ed , w hen b lacks are  
killing  themselves o f f  daily  on such 
a  larger scale."

D r . F ra n tz  F an o n  com plem ents  
this theory in The W retched o f  rAe 
E arth . “ The colonized man w ill first 
m anifest his aggressivenas, which  
has been deposited  in  his bones, 
against his own people.”

Rev Herbert Daughtry, president 
o f the national Black U nited  F ro n t, 
a p p lia  this theory to  A fro -A m e ri­
cans in the 1980s “ Everyone seems 
to know we’re in a war but us. There  
is no way you can cut out a s e n tia l 
services like hospitals, schools and  
social programs unless you intend to 
destroy the people . W hen  you are  
allowed to put in and take out o f an 
env iron m en t w hat you please you  
can predict the behavior o f the peo­
ple ra id in g  there. It  w ill e ither k ill 
them  o f f  or so arrange their beha­
vior they w ill k ill one ano ther."

"T h ere  w u  a tim e when it was a 
rarity to find a young person in ja il. 
N ow  you can go fro m  the A tlan tic  
to  the P a c ific  and  you w ill  f in d  
young b lacks . L a tin o s  and  H is ­
panics are the inhabitants o f the pri­
sons. D o n 't  let anyone ta lk  to  you  
about black on b lack crim e. L e t ’s 
ta lk  abo u t w h ite  on everyb o d y  
c rim e . W e never sto le any gold  
mines, oil wells, communities or na­
tions. Because they con tro l the in ­
fo rm a tio n , w h a t we have in  o ur  
com munity is penny-ante m a n ifa ta -  
tions o f  the b eh av io r p atterns  the  
society has predicted for us.”

I read this passage to a sister who  
declined to be identified  and her re­
sponse was, “ I f  I com e in to  you r  
house and take all your food out o f 
your cupboards, remove your m on­
ey and cut your heat and lights o ff ,  
d o n ’ t you th in k  I can guess w hat 
your next move w ill be. That is what 
Rev. Daughtry is saying. Y ou  can't 
look at a negative structure and ex­
pect to get a positive reaction . W e  
arc like rats in an experim ent. The

to work.
W hen he was elected in February  

o f 1982, Luis A lb erto  M onge said, 
“ In  the present situation in Central 
A m erica , we w ould  like the U nited  
S la ta  to  take in to  account not just 
m ilitary and security aspects, but al­
so the economic and social problems 
w hich underlie  the w hole crisis we 
are going throu gh ."

Ils  econom ic  crisis has a llo w e d  
C o sta  R ic a ’ s fo re ig n  p o licy  to  be 
m a n ip u la te d  by the U .S . and  the  
U .S .-c o n tro lle d  IM F .  C osta Rica  
hosted the recent regional meeting— 
fro m  w hich  N ic a ra g u a , G re n a d a  
and C uba were banned and which  
M exico  and Venezuela declined to 
a tten d — that ended in a resolution  
to  put added m ilita ry  pressure on 
Nicaragua.

Reagan chose Costa Rica fo r his 
statement that any nation “ destabil­
iz in g  its neighbors  by p ro tec tin g  
guerillas and exp o rtin g  v io le n ce ”  
cannot be a friend o f the U .S .

R eagan co n tin u e d  th a t C e n tra l 
A m erican  “ s e lf-d e te rm in a tio n "  is 
challenged as “ agents o f unrest seek 
to impose new forms o f imperialism  
and  ty ra n n y  we th rew  o f f  m any  
years a g o ."  Reagan seemed o b liv i­
ous to the fact that “ im peria lism '* 
m ay ju s tifia b ly  be used to  re fer to 
the U .S . and, to  a lesser extent, to 
Western Europe and in Latin  A m er­
ica "im perialism ”  imm ediately calls 
fo rth  the im age o f  U ncle  Sam and 
’ ‘e l im penalism o yanqui. ’ ’

El Sa lvador

E l Salvador is the smallest o f  the 
C e n tra l A m eric a  nations. Reagan  
met with A lv a ro  M agana, the inter­
im president, a figurehead. The real 
ruler is Roberto D 'Abuisson, leader 
(«ease turn to page J column I )

man helps us form  a pattern and we 
help  keep  i t .  Just l ik e  in  the  U n ­
ibank park area. W e are buckled-up  
in  there . I t ’ s jus t lik e  a con centra ­
tion ca m p ."

R o oseve lt R o b in s o n , D c p tu ty  
D .A . in M ultnom ah county, d e f in a  
black on b lack crim e in  P o rtland : 
" A n y  o ffense  th a t in te rfe res  w ith  
personal p ro p erty  lik e  vandalism , 
the ft, and larceny. A lso  any c r im a  
that fa ll under the person-to-person  
types o f  crim e lik e  assault and the 
m ore serious typ e , h om ic id e . In  a 
sense there it  m ore b lack on black  
homicide considering the am ount o f  
black people in P o rtla n d ."  (A ccord­
ing to  the P o rtla n d  P o lice A n nu a l 
Report in 1982 there were four hom ­
icides com m itted by youth under I I ,  
three were com m itted by blacks. For 
adults the tota l w u  25 and 11 were 
com m itted by blacks.)

Robinson addresses the suspicion 
th a t the c r im in a l ju s tic e  system  
shows more leniency tow ard a black 
u s a ila n t whose victim  is also black 
than  one whose v ic tim  was w h ite . 
“ I t 's  im p oss ib le  to  say th a t the  
crim inal justice system is lenient to ­
ward black on black crime. There is 
no objective way that can be deter­
m ined W hen you look at the sen­
tencing procedure, which includes a 
pre-sentence in v e s tig a tio n , these 
procedures d e te rm in e  how  m uch  
time a defendent w ill receive and not 
his race, econom ic or social stand­
ing. The D .A . can recommend a cer­
tain  tim e behind bars but the court 
is not bound by that recom m enda­
tio n ."

O ne case recently w hich was the 
tip o f the iceberg o f leniency toward  
black on black crime w u  the M orris  
ZCroxton a ffa ir where Ben Croxton  
beat his live-in lady to  death and left 
her body in the apartm ent fo r  tw o  
days. “ I tho ug h  the w ho le  c o m ­
m u n ity  should have tu rned  out to  
protest the system giving that a n i­
mal a slap on the w r is t ,"  a wom an  
said o f f  the record. "T h is  fool had a 
reputation  o f  using his size to in t i­
m idate  w om en. T he  one item  that 
was never b ro u g h t up was B e n ’ s 
connection w ith  police intelligence. 
You have to  have connections to do 
such a cruel thing and be able to get 
back on the streets in two years.”  

(Continued next week)

Y o u n g  m a n  e s c a p e e  w i t h  te le v is io n  s a t  b e lo n g in g  to  h ia  n a ig h b o r .  
A  r a a d y  c u s to m e r  w a i ts .  (P h o to :  R ic h a rd  B ro w n )
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