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in the vicinity of Union Avenue,
residents marched and held a rally to
demonstrate their ‘‘moral outrage”’
for what North Portland considers a
“lack of police protection."’
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decrying prostitution and named the
recipients of their services —
““Johns’" — in an attempt to shame-
fully drive away the unsavory prac-
tices. But, if there is any truth to the
saying that “‘Prostitution is the
world’s oldest profession,”” it lingers
on.

Because of the outcry generated
and the eroding effects of prostitu-
tion, particularly in residential areas,
the Observer interviewed neighbor-
hood leaders, individuals from the
Portland Police Bureau, prostitutes,
and both professionals and non-
professional citizens who live in the
greater Portland area.

Ms. McCormack and Ms.
Robertson contend that prostitution
needs to be legal and that designated
areas, ‘‘red light districts,’’ should
be set aside for those of legal age
who wish to be prostitutes.

They rationalize that a “‘red light
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and why's that people become pros-
titutes.

According to one prostitute, **It’s
easy and lucrative.’' The viewpoint
was shared by another who added
mystically, that, “‘it’s a catch game
also.""
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rather that it would increase aware-
ness. The response, thus far, she
says, ‘‘has been good.’' She adds

Ms. Robertson claims that “every
city deals where the money is."”” She
makes reference to when prostitution
was flourishing during daylight
hours in the downtown and South
Block area, ‘*When those business
people began to scream, the police
g0t busy and cleaned it out."”
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Civil Rights advisory committee
favors police audit commission

PORTLAND, OR—The Oregon *The Auditing Committee Ordin-  visory Committee believes that the
State Advisory Committee to the  ance is a viable approach to provid- Auditing Committee Ordinance will
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights ing citizen input into the internal only serve to improve police-com-
released a statement last Thursday complaint process. munity relations.
on the ordinance creating a Police *The Ordinance overcomes the Copies of the statement are free
Internal Investigations Auditing  flaws of citizen review boards cited and available to the public from:
Committee. The chair of that com- by the U.S. Commission on Civil U.S. Commission on Civil Rights,
mittee, Thomas J. Sloan, urged that Rights, Northwestern Regional Office, 2854
careful consideration be given to *The Ordinance includes all of Federal Building, 915 Second Aven-
the Advisory Committee’s analysis  the minimum requirements that the ue, Seattle, WA 98174,
of the Ordinance, which will bede- U.S. Commission on Civil Rights The Oregon State Advisory Com-
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cided by a citywide referendum believes should be present in any ci- mittee is one of 51 such committees
(Measure 51) on November 2, 1982.  vilian review mechanism. appointed by the U.S. Commission
Because of the U.S. Commission on *The Ordinance is one of the best  on Civil Rights to assist in determin-

Civil Rights’ extensive research in  civilian review Structures designed  ing the current status of civil rights
the area of police-community rela- . to date and shouid be aillowed a in the nation. I'he chair of the Advi-
tions, the Advisory Committee be- chance to work. sory Committee is Thomas Sloan of
lieves that the statement would ben- The Advisory Committee further Portland. Vice-Chairs are Jerry
efit local officials, police and law  believes that the police would bene- Haggin of Portland and Mary
enforcement personnel, residents of  fit from the existence of an Auditing Wendy Roberts of Salem. Other
the city, and other interested parties Committee becaue it would help rec members of the Advisory Commit-
as they consider the proposal. store public confidence in the po-  tee are: Ronald Halfmoon, Adams;
The Advisory Committee believes lice, since the complaint process will Margie Hendriksen, Eugene; Ann
that the Auditing Committee Ordin-  not be viewed as biased toward the Lindh, Klamath Falls, Lydia Ara-
ance coupled with the complaint  police; those Internal Investigations  gon; George Azumano; David Gon-
procedures of the Police Bureau’s  Division findings exonerating police ~ zales; H.J. Belton Hamilton;
Internal Investigations Division rep-  and affirmed by the Auditing Com-  Gretchen Kafoury; Campbell Rich-
resent a positive step toward im-  mittee would be less likely seenasa ardson; and Ethel Simon-McWil-
proving police-community relations “‘whitewash’’; and public meetings  liams, Portland; and Clair D. Silver,
in Portland. Specifically, the Advi- of the Auditing Committee would West Linn. Members of the advi-
sory Committee concludes that: result in removing the perceptions  sory committees to the Commission
of the Police Bureau as a closed and  serve without compensation.
secretive department, The U.S. Commission on Civil
The Advisory Committee recog- Rights is an independent, biparti-
nizes that the major factor contrib- san, factfinding agency of the feder-
uting to the effort to establish the  al government concerned with the
Auditing Committee is the percep- rights of minorities and women, the
tion of the citizenry that the police handicapped and aged. Clarence M.
are not adequately policing them- Pendleton is Chairman, Mary
selves. The Advisory Committee Louise Smith is vice-Chairman.
notes that regardless of whether the Other Commissioners are Mary
ALL YOU NEED perception is based on fact, the per- Frances Berry, Murray Saltzman,
FOR MINOR ITCHES ception is very real and cannot be ig- Jill S. Ruckelhaus, and Blandina C,
AND RASHES. nored, since it can have significant  Ramirez. John Hope, 111 is Acting
impact on the community. The Ad- Staff Director.
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