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Sport Talk

by Ron Svkes,
Sports Editor
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After the first four weeks of
PAC-10 play the San lose Spartans
could find themselves on top of the
PAC-10.

What's that you say? You mean
the Spartans are still playing in the
PCAA? Wait just a minute. Aren't
the Spartans playing Oregon, Ore-
gon State, Stanford and California?
Okay, well anyway, how was | to
know with a schedule such as that?

| hope the PCAA officials don't
get alarmed; nobody is trying to
take away one of their strongest
teams. Last year in PCAA competi-
tion the Spartans were undefeated
and represented the conference in
the California Bowl where they lost
a 17-15 heartbreaker to Toledo. The
Spartans, last season, had back-to-
back wins over both Stanford and
California. And with their 18-13 win
over Oregon they moved their series
t0 9-5 in favor of the Ducks.

This was a good Spartan team
that faced the Ducks last Saturday.
In 1981, San Jose State ranked sixth
in the nation in scoring (32.5) and
seventh in total offense (434 yards
per game).

They returned eight of the start-
ing offensive unit, and one of the
eight was senior quarterback Steve
Clarkson.

““Clarkson,”” Brooks says, ‘‘is
about as good as they come.” The
6-1, 205 pounder from Los Angeles
had a phenomenal game against the
Ducks. He showed that his passing
arm is as good as anyone’s on the
Coast. The slick senior chucker kept
San Jose in the game with his preci-
sion passing that came up with 14
crucial first downs. Clarkson was
uncanny in his victory over Oregon.
He hit long, short, wide and deep.
To say he has a rifle for an arm
would be an understatement.

Last year Clarkson completed
53.7 percent of his passes (a school
record) and threw for over 300 yards
four times during the season.

Clarkson’s favorite target against
Oregon was Tim Kearse, the 5-11,
188 pound senior speedster, who
burned Oregon for six catches and
one touchdown. Last year Kearse
grabbed 71 Clarkson passes to rank
second in that department to Gerald
Willhite (brother of Duck freshman
Kevin).

Stanford’s John Elway will get
the recognition in the press, but San
Jose’s Clarkson just may be the bet-
ter player.

Miami to beat the hapless Coits.
Baltimore needs more than a new
QB.

Cincinnati at Pittsburgh. Take
the Steelers by 3. Monday night’s
win over Dallas had to be a confi-
dence builder.

Dallas at St. Louis. A toughy.
Neil Lomax is now permanently in-
stalled as No. 1. And the Cards
looked very good against New Or-
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Joe Montana was NFC top-ranked quarterback last season.

leans. The Dallas secondary is sus-
pect. Lomax can throw, so maybe
St. Louis in an upset.

New Orleans at Chicago. A battle
of the have-nots. Rogers is hurt, so
g0 with the Bears in this one.

New York Jets at New England.
The Jets are too good to lose this
one. Take the Jets by a touchdown.

L.A. Raiders at Atlanta. Raiders
were the recipients of a few ques-
tionable calls while defeating the
49ers. Atlanta is always tough at
home. Falcons could surprise and
win the division. Take Atlanta by 1.

Washington at Tampa Bay. Red-
skins looked good against Philadel-
phia. Tampa's defense is solid. QB
Doug Williams was off last week.

Give edge here to Joe Theisman,
who was on.

Philadelphia at Cleveland. Philly
won't lose two in a row. Cleveland
looked like world-beaters against a
team (Seattle) that the world could
beat.

San Diego at Kansas City. The
Chargers will charge all over KC.
Dan Fouts should conduct a clinic
against weak KC secondary

Seartle at Housron. Houston.

San Francisco at Denver. Joe
Montana and crew should rebound

for a win in the mile-high city, Take
49ers by 3
Detroit at Anaheim Rams Rams

should prevail. But only if def
line improves

ensive

lim Anderson of the Cincinnati Bengals was top quarterback in

NFL last year.
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| Motorized Bar Stool
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Please call Al Williams at the Portland
Observer, 283-2486, or call collect and
ask for Carol at (503) 363-6952.
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