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OBSERVER SPORTS
Bill Walton a 
white hopes
by Robert E lle r

B ill W alton  played basketball the 
o ther n igh t in  a com petitive  a tm o­
sphere fo r  the f irs t tim e  since the 
1980-81 season. Yes, W a lton , who 
was an A ll-A m erican  at U C LA  and 
an o fte n - in ju re d  superstar in the 
N B A , jo in e d  a g roup  o f  U C L A  
alum ni to  play form er players from  
the U n iv e rs ity  o f  N evada-Las Ve­
gas.

W hat’s more, W alton played well 
enough to lead a num ber o f  w riters 
to  th ink that he may be contemplat­
ing a comeback attem pt. In 34 m in­
utes o f  action, W alton, who led the 
P o rtlan d  T ra il Blazers to  the N B A  
t it le  in  *76-’ 77, scored 24 po in ts , 
grabbed 21 rebounds and added 
th ree  assists, tw o  steals and five  
blocked shots. Despite the fact that 
U N L V  had no p layer in  the game 
over 6-5, many observers are excited 
by W alton ’s play.

A f te r  a ll, the 6-11 center had 
played less than 25 m inutes o f  bas­
ketball since he last in ju red  his le ft 
foot on Sept. 26, 1980.

W a lton , you w ill rem em ber, le ft 
the T ra il B lazers some years back 
and sued them  because he alleged 
that he was allowed to play after the 
team knew he had a foo t in ju ry . La­
te r, he was sent to  the San D iego 
C lippe rs , s ign ing a m u lt i-m illio n  
d o lla r con tract. W a lto n , w ho gets 
his pay whether he plays or not, has 
yet to give the Clippers a game.

W hether he is able to  p lay up to 
par or not, the re tu rn  o f  W a lton  to 
the San Diego team w ould  certa inly 
boost a ttendance, som eth ing  the 
sagging franch ise  needs a lm ost as 
badly o r maybe even worse than it 
needs wins.

W a lto n  is not the o n ly  fo rm e r 
star center w ho has h in ted  tha t he 
m igh t be interested in  re tu rn ing  to  
the N B A  wars. Dave Cowens, who 
re tired  fro m  the Boston C e ltics  a 
few years ago, is also ta lk in g  o f  re­
tu rn in g  to  the league. Cowens 
would also give any team he decides 
to jo in  an imm ediate l i f t  at the box 
o ffice  i f  not on the court.

The question is now i f  those tw o 
re tu rn , w ill  W ilt  C ham berla in  get 
the urge to  grace the N B A  flo o rs  
again?

The re tu rn  o f  W a lto n  a n d /o r  
Cowens would give the N B A  some­
th in g  i t  sore ly needs, a coup le  o f  
big-name white players. R ight now, 
L a rry  B ird  is about the o n ly  b ig- 
name w h ite  p layer in  the league. 
A nd  a ll the top  N B A  centers, save 
Jack S ikm a, are black. A nd  ju s t as 
the P ittsbu rgh  P ira tes ’ c h ie f scout 
lam ented th is  season when ta lk in g  
about the P irates, w h ite  fans are a 
l i t t le  re lu c ta n t to  come o u t and 
watch a team dom ina ted  by b lack 
players.

P ro o f o f  th a t was shown o n ly  a 
few weeks ago when the C h icago 
Bulls traded A r tis  G ilm o re , one o f 
the top  five  centers in the N B A , to 
the San A n to n io  Spurs fo r  Dave 
Corzine and M ark O lberding. Quite 
fra n k ly , the Bulls needed a couple 
o f  w h ite  p layers, especia lly a fte r 
d ra ftin g  Q uinten Dailey and seeing 
the ir firs t-round  pick run in to  tro u ­
ble even before  p u ttin g  on a B u ll 
un ifo rm . A fte r he made some ill-ad ­
vised remarks about his alleged rape 
o f a University o f  San Francisco stu­
dent nurse, a num ber o f  groups 
were after Dailey’s hide.

Some even threatened to  boycott
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SAVE  ’70

Kenm ore" 6-stitch 
free-arm  sewing head

4 utility and I  stretch stitches Built-in but 
tonholer Ultra Stitch for great looking stretch 
stitches and buttonholes M AtO C
Regular $229 95 |

K en m o re ’ sewing cabinet
SAVE $50 on  w a ln u t
color storage cabinet J  °
(not show n) *1 2 0

93131

SAVE ’50

K enm ore*  
P ow er-M ate* vac

Strong 2  0  peak HP | 8 5  HP Beg. $199.95  
V C M A j suction and a beater «4 #  
b a r  b ru s h  fo r  t h o r o u g h  f  jy  
cleaning of deeply embedded  
dirt Edge cleaning

Nominal charge for home delivery. Ask about a Sears

the Bulls game this season i f  Dailey 
were signed. C hicago signed D a ily  
anyw ay, then disposed o f Coach 
Je rry  S loan, rep lac ing  h im  w ith  
Paul Westhead, who had trouble in 
Los Angeles after one year.

The Bulls look  to  be in  real tro u ­
ble w ithou t G ilm ore, but it is possi­
ble that w ith  two more white players 
on their rosters, they could fin  ish as 
p o o rly  as they d id  last season and 
still improve attendance figures.

Even though  m ost o f  the N B A  
teams aren’ t w illing  to adm it it, hav­
ing some white players on the roster 
is essentia l. Remember the New 
Y o rk  K n icks a coup le  o f  seasons 
ago? They had an a ll-b la c k  roste r 
and soon found themselves being re­
ferred to  as the “ N —erbockers.”

The only team in the N B A  w ith  a 
large corps o f  w h ite  p layers is the

Boston Celtics, and thev should be 
even stronger th is  year— that is, i f  
they trade R ick Robey. Robey is a 
decent player and his market value 
is increased by the fact tha t he is 
white, so the Celts should have little  
troub le  getting  a fine  p layer in  ex­
change fo r him .

This w rite r is sure that the Cleve­
land Cavs should  give a great deal 
fo r Robey, i f  they had it, since their 
owner has already gone on record as 
saying that he needed white stars to 
identify w ith.

O f course the N B A  does have 
another alternative: they could do as 
the European basketball leagues and 
the Canadian fo o tb a ll league does, 
or even as my o ld  h igh school bas­
ketball coach did.

O nly a llow  three black players on 
the floo r at any one time.
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O U R  LARGEST SAVINGS EVER

D A N G E R  -  E X P L O S I V E
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CAM P CI.AAIP9 CAN CAUSE SPARKS. OO NOT 
U»E WITHOUT INSTRUCTION. KEEP v ta T  
CAPS TIGHT ANO LEVEL.

A C I D  — P O I S  O N
CAUSES SEVERE BURNS. CONTAINS SUL 
FVtUC A d d  in  [V (N T  OF CONTACT FLUSH 
WITH WATER ANO SEE A DOCTOR.
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44.000 m ile  w e a ro u t w a rra n ty .
quantities last Two steel belts
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O N  D IE H A R D  CAR BATTERIES

25%OFF
lo w e s t price  
o f  th e  year 

R egular $69.99

Ç 9 4 9
w ith

In s ta lla tio n  ava ilab le

The DieHard’ is Sears Best 
and most powerfu l battery 
w ith  25 amps cold cranking 
power. Group 24 For most 
American-made cars, many 
imports.

D ie H a rd '
m otorcycle

b a tte ry

3 9 ”
S ean  regu lar 
low  price. Sears 
Beit.

DieHard
LT

25%  OFF  
O leH ard  
LT b a tte ry

M 49
with 
tiede in 

For pickups, 
v a n s , a n d  
l i g h t  d u t y  
trucks

RADIAI W MD SHOCK iSSPWf

Ö' H eavy Duty-ftj

SAVE *5
on H eavy-duty  

RT shocks

« 1 0  O F F  1 0 -a m p  
b a t te r y  c h a rg e r

Reg $44.99 3 4 "
Recharges tw ic e  as 
fast as Sears 4 amp  
battery charger

maintenance agreement on each of these products Each o f these advertised Items Is readily available for sale as advertised

0 9 9W each

Radial-tuned comfort 
va lve  sm ooths ride  
w ith  m ost tires For 
most cars, light trucks

You can 
count on Sears

'«*•$  ROVtur N ANOCO

Satisfaction G u a ra n te e d  or Vour M o n e y  B ark

Sale anda August 21st


