OBSERVER SPORTS

Portland meets Seattle in alumni game

Basketball stars of the past will
shine with stars of the future in
Memorial Coliseum on Wednesday
night, July 21, when the Portland
I'rail Blazers wind up their 1982
rookie camp,

In a double-header this year, the
Portland Alumni team will meet the
Seattle SuperSonics' Alumin in the
first game starting at 7 o'clock.

This clash will be followed by
Portland’s annual Rookie Game,
featuring, it is hoped, Lafayette
Lever, Arizona State guard, who wa
Portland's No. | selection in the
1982 college draft.

The Trail Blazers' Alumni team
includes such stars as Geoff Petri,
highest scorer in Portland history,
plus former Blazers Rick Adelman,
LeRoy Ellis, Danny Anderson, La-
rue Martin, Dale Schlueter, Darrall
Imhoff, Herm Gilliam and Greg
Smith.

The Seattle Alumni squad is ex-
pected to include Charles Dudley,
Al Fleming, Al Hairston, Slick
Waltts, Bruce Seals and a couple of
‘“ringers’'—Norm Van Lier, long a
tough guard with the Chicago Bulls,
and Zelmo Beaty, a star in both the
National Basketball Association
and the American Basketball Asso-
ciation,

Portiand 1982 draft choices, most
of whom are expected to play in the
Rookie Game, are Levery; Linton
Towners, 6-6 forward from James
Madison; Audie Norris; 6-9 center
from Jackson State; Phillip Lock-
ett; 6-9 forward from Alabama;
Eric Smith; 6-5 guard from George-
town; Cherokee Rhone, 6-9 forward
from Centenary; Leo Cunningham,
6-11 center from Utah State; Terry
Long, 6-2 guard from Lamar; Dave

Porter, 6-9 center from Western
Oregon; Mark Dearborn, 6-5 for-
ward from St. Joseph's, and Grant
Tayior, 6-8 forward from California
at lrvine.

The Alumni teams will meat in a
rematch on October 8 in Seattle,

The Alumni game will be played
in four eight-minute quarters. The
Rookie Game will be played in two
20-minute halves.

Portland’s rookie camp workouts
will begin July 19,

Tickets for the July 21 double-
header are priced at $5.00 for adults
and $3.00 for students through high
school age.

Tickets will go on sale Saturday at
Memorial Coliseum and at Fred
Meyer stores at Raleigh Hills, Ti-
gard, Gresham, Interstate, S.E.
Foster & 82 and Mill Plain.
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Many pros, but no black owners

by Donnie R. Tuck

Black athletes comprise 50 per
cent or more of the participants of
the National Football League. Black
players dominated the National Bas-
ketball Association and are numer
ous in major league baseball.

But, when it comes to ownership
in professional sports, blacks have
yet to scrape the surface.

In recent weeks, both the NBA's
Houston Rockets and Denver Nug-
gets franchises were sold for roughly
$11 million each. The Denver sale
was completed after the team had
been on the market for almost a
year.

This past May, the United States
Football League (USFL) was born.
It is a new 12-team professional
football association which plans to
begin play in March 1983.

The league already has a two-year
television contract with ABC worth
$20 million and has a national cable
contract. Its principal criterion for
ownership is the ability to invest $6
million in the team for two years.
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““If there were a group of blacks
with the economic wherewithal,
now seems like the ideal time (to
(gain ownership) since they're ped-
dling franchises,'’ observes Spencer
Boyer, a professor in the Howard
University School of Law, who
teaches entertainment and sports
law.

Boyer points out that professional

sports have expanded tremendously.
*“*All of the leagues that are flourish-
ing have a national television con-
tract. Hockey is struggling because
it doesn't have one.
He adds, ‘‘Blacks should be inter-
ested in the new league. | don't
think the USFL would deny black
ownership.”’

David Dixon, founder of the
USFL, was even more positive
about the league's receptiveness to
black ownership.

**1 think it is an excellent oppor-
tunity for blacks who are looking
for ownership of a professional
sports franchise. If you only knew
how frustratingly I bounced my
head off the wall trying to get black

Frank Wade Jr., owner of Wade’'s Tire Center and Sandy Barr,
owner of the Flea Market and Wrestling Arena. Celebrate a great

Night of Success.

Wade night at raceway

by ViAnce Easter

Saturday night was Frank Wade
Jr. night at Rose City Raceway.
Wade is own=sr of Wade's Tire Cen-
ter in St. Johns.

The big celebrations started with
an exciting Destruction Derby spon-
sored by Sandy Barr and Boyd
Phelps, owner of the Flea Market at
Portland Arena. Trophies and spe

(Photo: ViAnce Easter)

cial honors for drivers were spon
sored by Wade's Tire Center. The
top 14 best timers in six races quali
fied for the finals held that evening

To highlight the evening Frank
Wade displayed a generous amount
of musical talent with his Country &
Western Band, singing songs from
the past and present that drove the
r~~ing faz- ~ild,

ownership in Washington and in
Houston."’

With professional sports making
new millionaires of black players
every year, it would seem that some
of them would be financially able
and interested in becoming owners.
Furthermore, with 100 black busi-
nesses having gross sales of more
than $6 million in 1981, according
to Black Enterprise magazine, why
haven’t a group of blacks sought to
purchase a pro franchise?

‘*Basically, there are three prob-
lems which have hindered black ac-
cess to ownership,’’ Boyer notes,
who teaches one of the few courses
in entertainment and sports law in
the country. “*One is the ‘ole boy’
network and the question of whe-
ther they will allow certain persons
to come in.

‘*Another is getting the line of
credit together. It takes an awful lot
of money to run a pro franchise.
Most sports organizations will take
a loss for the first couple of years.

**Still another problem is that
sports is really show business.
Blacks have most been interested in

the entertainment part and not the
business part of it."”’

According to Dr. Gattis Nowell,
a professor in the Howard School of
Business, the reason blacks have
been apprehensive about purchasing
pro sports franchises is that it is an
extremely high-risk proposition.

‘It is purely an economic deci-
sion. There are blacks with money,
but not the kind of money that they
can afford to lose millions of dollars
by investing in a franchise."’

Boyer says a way of minimizing
one's losses is by forming a syndi-
cate. For instasnce, the owner of the
USFL's Washington franchise has
said he expects to have 20-25 general
and limited partners to help provide
financing for his team.

David Dixon says he still hopes
that black majority ownership will
materialize in the ‘expansion policy
of the USFL, which plans to add
(WO new teams a year.

““‘I am hoping that a real qualified
black group will purchase a fran-
chise. By ‘qualified’ I mean they
need to be able to lose $6-10 mil-
lion."

Drivers and starters at the starting line preparing for big race.
(Photo: ViAnce Easter)
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AMERICAN STATE BANK

Monkey wrenches got their name from Charles
Moncke, a London blacksmith, who made the first

The first phonograph record in history to sell over 1
million copies was Enrico Caruso’s ‘"Vesta Las Guib-

It was Alfred Vail—and not Samuel Morse —who
invented the Morse Code. Vail, not caring for fame,
named the code after Morse.

We do not do business with South Africa.

American State

Head Office
2737 N. E. Union

B&l’lk AN INDEPENDENT BANK

Portliand, Oregon 97212
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MAKE A NEW HOME
AT THE OLD ADDRESS

WITH A

NEIGHBORHOOD
PROFESSIONAL

'Wm. D. Herboth

Remodeling
CALL: 289-1600

Intorior ® Exterior Addltiom . Woathorizations
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Professional Pest

Control Supplies
For Do-it-yourself

Homeowners

Call: 249-0247

o Llcensed Consultants
¢ Eliminate your pest problems like the pros
We can tell you what to use and

how to use it.

' % KEMI-KIL PRODUCTS * |

2030 N. Willis Blvd. (in Kenton)
Mon-Fri: 9-6 Sat 9-2 pm

- Ants, roaches, silverfish, moles, gophers, rats, mice—

Just about anything!

RAZZLE DAZZLE
BY Naoml| Sims
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Be*ty Cabine, Propnetor

64 DIFFERENT STYLES AT $6IN A VARIETY OF COLORS!
Faaturing wigs by NAOMI SIMS. ANDRE DOUGLAS. BILLIE & NATALIE COLE

SITAMON
by Naomi Sims
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Reg. 29

Braiders! Braiders! Braiders!
Bulk 100% Human Hair

1/81b. *15%°*1/4 |b. *29*°

Wae also carry human hair for weaving.

MRS. C’s WIGS

707 N.E. Fremont 281-63525

Closed Sun. & Mon. OPEN Tues. thru Sat. 11:30 AM to 6:00 PM




