Q. The issue of how to dispose of
nuclear waste has been debated Jor
years. Why is the debate taking so
long, and what can be done to move
us closer to a resolution?

A. The major reason the nuclear
waste debate has dragged on for so
many years is because no one has
been willing to make the tough deci-
sions necessary to resolve the issue.

Hearing after hearing has been
held to look at the pros and cons of
this alternative or that alternative.
Expert after expert has offered his
or her opinion on the issue. But de-
spite all this advice and consulta-
tion, Congress has continued to
drag its feet on development of a ra-
tional solution—or a reasonable
timetable for arriving at such a solu-
non,

And in the meantime, large vol-
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umes of nuclear waste have been sit-
ting in temporary storage bins,
threatening the health and safety of
Oregonians and other Americans.

I'm certainly not advocating that
we rush to embrace just any waste
disposal plan. Nuclear waste lasts
forever—and the result of improper
storage could be serious health haz-
ards, or even death,

But I am suggesting that we could
move forward more expeditiously
than we have, particularly with re-
gards to establishing a timetable for
identification of the proper site.

That is why I'm backing a bill be-
ing considered by the Energy, Con-
servation, and Power Subcommittee
of the Energy and Commerce Com-
miottee. This bill, introduced by
Rep. Dick Ottinger of New York,
establishes a reasonable timetable

Drug impact on blacks

by Dr. Beny J. Primm

(Editor’s note: Dr. Primm, a
leading expert on drug abuse, is the
founder-director of the Brooklyn,
New York-based Addiction Re-
search and Treatment Corporation
that has six satellite centers in New
York City. An advisor on drug
abuse and treatment (o the Adminis-
trations of Presidents Nixon, Ford
and Carter, Dr. Primm was a con-
tributor to the recently published re-
port on drug abuse and alcoholism
prepared by former HEW Secre-
tary, Joseph Califano, for Governor
Hugh Carey of New York).

Several days ago, Joseph A, Cali-
fano, Jr., former Secretary of
HEW, delivered to Gov. Hugh
Carey of New York the results of an
18-month study on drug abuse and
alcoholism. Originally intending to
focus on New York, Mr. Califano
extended the report to include lim-
ited data and observations outside
New York.

The Report makes a good case for
more resources and enlightened
public policy regarding prevention,
treatment and enforcement. Yet, it
is somewhat flawed by the limited
and narrow manner in which certain
data are treated, particularly data
related to black Americans.

The beginning of the report con-
sists of a graphic narrative of Mr.
Califano’s experiences with the
Street Enforcement Unit of the New
York City Police Department's Nar-
cotic Division. After accompanying
the police on several drug busts,
shooting gallery and smoke shop
raids in Harlem, Mr. Califano asks
himself, **"How in the name of God

did the richest nation in the history
of the world let any of its people get
here?'’ The answer to Mr. Cali-
fano's question is simple: Those in-
dividuals reached the pinnacle of
despair as a result of the lack of
awareness and outright insensitivity
to the social problems of minority
individuals. There is, in fact, a dis-
regard for the sanctity of the lives of
a significant portion of our popula-
tion.

In his report Mr. Califano dis-
closed that the number of heroin ad-
dicts in New York City has in-
creased by S0 per cent since 1978.
T'here is now one addict for every 40
to 43 residents in New York City,
the nationwide rate is one for every
375 to 500 Americans. This 50 per
cent increase in heroin addiction is
not the tolling of the death knell for
New York City. Rather, it is the toll-
ing of the death knell for New
York's black citizens.

Couched in the report, although
never addressed directly, are the fol-
lowing facts:

*Blacks constitute the highest
proportion of patients enrolled in
New York City's largest drug abuse
treatment programs.

eBlacks constitute the highest
proportion of patients enrolled in all
of the treatment programs in New
York State.

eBlacks constitute the highest
proportion of patients enrolled in
New York State funded methadone
programs.

eBlacks constitute the highest
proportion of heroin/morphine em-
ergency room episodes nationwide.

eBlacks constitute the highest
proportion of overdose deaths na-

for selection of a site, At the same
time, it provides sirict guidelines for
protection of human beings, wildlife
and the environment in selection of
the site,

And to ensure that the site select-
ed is the single best site, I am also
backing an amendment to that bill
that would set up an independeni
commission to study all possible
sites.

I believe this commission, or
something like it, is critical if we are
to preclude the very real possibility
that the Department of Energy will
simply nominate certain, predeter-
mined areas as disposal sites,
without really investigating all of
the possibilities and considering all
the facts.

This issue is of particular import-
ance to Oregonians and other resi-

greater

tionwide.

*The highest proportion of all
overdose deaths in New York City
were reported by the two major hos-
pitals serving Harlem.

It has been suggested that inner-
city life with its poverty and over-
crowding, its unemployment and ra-
cial discrimination, its hopelessness
and despair, predisposes individuals
to the abuse of drugs and alcohol.
Certainly the life stresses of inner-
city residents are far greater than
those experienced by the middle
classes. Yet, how do we explain the
significant increase in the number of
middle class heroin users? The Cali-
fano Report attributes this rise to
the easy availability of heroin and a
change in attitudes of the middle
class. Heroin for them no longer
holds the terror that it once did.
There is also mention of the notion
of a permissive American culture
where society as a whole uses both
legal and illegal drugs promiscuous-
ly. These arguments are perhaps in-
teresting but they are by no means
the most compelling explanations
for either the escalation of heroin
use among the middle class or for
the City as a whole.

The major issue neglected by the
Califano Report is a consideration
of the decline in the quality of life in
our City and throughout our coun-
try. We have witnessed, in the past
three years, increases in the rate of
unemployment that our country has
not known since the Great Depres-
sion. Unemployment coupled with
record breaking interest rates, un-
tamed inflation, diminished discre-

tionary income, major cutbacks in
social and medical programs, de-

dents of the Pacific Northwest be-
cause one of the sites the Depart-
ment of Energy has its eye on is
Hanford in southeastern Washing-
ton,

Establishment of this commission
will not ensure that Hanford—or
any other site in Oregon, Washing-
ton or adjacent states—will not be
chosen as a permanent waste dis-
posal site.

But is should ensure that what-
ever site is chosen is the best possible
site, not just a favorite of Washing-
ton bureaucrats.

And by ensuring fairness and
credibility in the selection of the
sites, it will minimize the risk of law-
suits or state vetoes that only will
delay farther identification of a per-
manent—and safe—disposal site.

teriorated transportation systems,
impoverished educational institu-
tions, a reduction in basic services—
all are stressors which never before
have so deeply touched all segments
of our society.

Over the past five years, there
have been many reports in the scien-
tific literature citing stress as the
common denominator for many of
the serious illnesses that are com-
mon in our inner-city areas. Hyper-
tensive cardiovascular (high blood
pressure) and renal (kidnay) dis-
cases, mental illness, cirrhosis of the
liver, stomach ulcers, alcoholism
and drug addiction (opiate addic-
tion) are only a few of those fre-
quently mentioned. These diseases
are the most frequent causes of
death among inner-city blacks and
Hispanics. The body’s natural re-
sponses Lo any stress is to secrete en-
dorphins (the body’s own mor-
phine) and adrenalin. It has been
hypothesized that individuals who
live under constant stress may de-
plete their stores of the chemicals
normally secreted in response to
stress. Alcohol and opiates have
been the drugs of choice for millen-
nia in these individuals whenever
they were available.

It is folly to assume that preven-
tion programs, therapeutic commu-
nities or methadone maintenance
could ever be anything more than
band-aid treatment for the deplora-
ble stressful conditions under
which we must live in this racist so-
ciety. Until these conditions change,
one must wonder whether heroin
and alcohol use are not man’s at-
tempt to therapeutically self-medi-
cate.

Insecticide contamination nationwide

(Continued from page | column 6)

‘‘geographically widespread.'’ The
chemical is now found in water ‘‘na-
tionwide,'" in fresh fish **in the
Great Lakes and the entire South,"’
and in shellfish in ““the entire Guld
and East Coast region.'’ Severn's
memo noted that ‘‘toxaphene has
been detected in water, air, and bio-
ta samples from around the globe."'

Severn advised that “*given the
nature of our concern about its at
mospheric dispersal throughout the
environment, normal risk reduction
methods would not be effective
Environmental exposure can only be
reduced effectively by reducing the
amount of toxaphene used."’

Severn added that **in this matter
we believe our position has strong
support'’ from EPA’s scientific ad
visory panel-—the body that reviews
the agency's pesticide regulatory de
cision—as well as ""from respected
environmental scientists around the
country."’

According EPA
memo, panel member Dr. John
Doull, professor of pharmacology
at the University of Kansas, con-
cluded that the exposure of the gen
eral population to toxaphene in
food and water should be controlled
“‘more stringently than other chlori
nated-hydrocarbon pesticides such
as DDT, endrin, dieldrin, etc¢."’
EPA banned all but minor uses of
DDT in 1972, and of the latter
chemicals in 1974

I'he memo, from William Dickin
son, deputy director of EPA’s spe
cial pesticides review diviison, quot
ed Duoll as saying that the **'main el
ements of my concern with toxa-

to another

phene are that. . .it produces thy-
roid carcinoma in rats; it is widely
distributed in the environment; bio-
accumulates and gets into the food
chain; and it has specific adverse ef-
fects on fish and other species in the
environment,"’

The Dickinson memo re
commended that toxaphene be can-
celled for all uses except for control
ol scabies-causing mites on cattle. It
also suggested that the major manu
facturer of the chemical, BFC
Chemical, place additional restric
tions on the use of toxaphene as a
cattle dip, and conduct studies to es-
tablish new tolerances for it in meat
products.

I'his is essentially the same action
recommended in 279-page draft of
the agency's final scientific review
of toxaphene dated Dec. 12, 1980.

I'he Dickinson memo of one year
later urged the BFC Chemical
“*should be informed that after
June, 1982, the agency will no long
er delay the process of going for
ward with regulatory action on tox
aphine.”’

A representative of BFC, Hank
Pierce, stated in a telephone inter
view that EPA and BFC had agreed
not to disclose details of the negotia
tions now underway. Pierce con
tended that no deadline had been set
on the negotiations.

But Dr. John A. Todhunter, as
sistant administrator for pesticides
and toxic substances at EPA, said
that he believed the office of pesti
cide programs ‘*has a fish-or-cut
bait date'’ for concluding negotia
tions with BFC. Although he would
not discuss details of the negotia
tions, or specify the deadline, he

stated that EPA expects to resolve
the issues with the company *‘within
the next few months,"’

According to EPA’s 1980 analy-
sis, toxaphene is registered for use in
over 300 commodities in addition to
cotton and catttle, The cost to farm-
ers of cancelling the major use of
toxaphene was estimated at $6.1
million—a cost deemed *‘insignifi-
cant’’ by the agency in 1980,

In a letter dated June 23, 1982, to
EPA administrator Anne M. Gor-
such, Congressman George Borwn
(D-Ca) urged the agency to **move
expeditiously to cancel all major
uses of toxaphene.’' Brown is chair-
man of the house agriculture sub-
committee with jurisdiction over
pesticide matters.

EPA's Todhunter, a Reagan ap-
pointee, blamed the five-year delay
in regulatory action on the numer-
ous reviews and avenues for appeal
built into EPA’s intensive pesticide
review process. He said he supports
administration proposals to shift
from the present review process to
informal negotiations with manu-
tacturers, aimed at voluntary con-
trols. **“We would have nailed [toxa-
phene] back in 1978, Todhunter
claimed, were it not for the lengthy
review. ““The fact that the delay is

there bothers us. There may be cases
where it does make a difference
whether we act today or a year from
todey."

But Maureen Hinkle, poliey anal-
yst for the National Audubon Soci-
ety in Washington, charged that
"‘most of the delay on toxaphene is
a matter of sheer lack of guts within
the agency.'" Hinkle noted that
widespread contamination of areas

far removed from toxaphene use
were reported by South Carolina re-
searchers in 1979, and were widely
publicized.
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3 Locations To Serve You:

3120 N.E. Union Ave.
281-2628

2949 N.E. Union Ave.
283-9642

2320 S.E. 82nd Ave.
774-9651
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brought to you
every week
by

AMERICAN STATE BANK

Our present-size dollar bills, which measure 6 1/8
inches by 2 5/8 inches, were first issued in 1929. Be-
fore that, dollar bills were longer and wider.

L ]

One county in Texas — Brewster County —is 6 times

bigger than the entire state of Rhode Island.
L ]

The U.S. almost had states named Jefferson,
Franklin, Aroostock and Sequoyah. Originally Colo-
rado was going to be called Jefferson; Tennessee,
Franklin; Maine, Aroostock; and Oklahoma, Sequo-
yah.

We do not do business \:rith South Africa.
American State

Bank AN INDEPENDENT BANK
Head Office
2737 N. E. Union
Portiand, Oregon 97212
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Variety Salon

4554 N.E. Union

3516 N.E. 15th
287-5618

C—




