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PSU honors citizen contributions
P o rtla n d  S tate  U n iv e rs ity  w ill 

honor three area residents with Dis­
tinguished Service Awards fo r out­
standing contributions to the well­
being o f the community at the U n i­
versity’s annual Spring Commence­
ment, June 13, in M em oria l Colis­
eum.

H e rb e rt M . Schw ab, retired  
Judge o f the Oregon C ourt o f A p ­
peals; Earl W antland, President and 
C h ie f E xecutive  O ff ic e r  o f  T e k ­
tro n ix ; and V ernon  V . C h a tm a n , 
Director o f Education fo r the P ort­
land Urban League, will be present­
ed the awards by PSU President Jo­
seph Blumel.

The U n iv e rs ity  presents the  
awards each year to persons who  
have made “ outstanding contribu­
tions to society, particularly to the 
state o f O rego n , beyond those 
which are im plied  by the in d i­
v id u a l’s professional career,** and 
who have “ demononstrable interest 
in and co m m itm en t to th e  values  
which higher education represents.”

Judge Schwab, who was born in 
Portland and graduated from  L in ­
coln High School, earned his law de­
gree from  Northwestern College o f  
Law (now Lewis and C lark) in 1939. 
F o llo w in g  service w ith  the A rm y  
during W orld  W ar I I ,  he began the 
practice o f law in P ortland . H is le­
gal career included service as Judge 
o f the M u ltnom ah  C ounty  C ircu it 
Court from 1959 to 1966, and on the 
Oregon Court o f Appeals from  1969 
to  his retirem ent in 1981 as C h ie f  
Judge.

W h ile  engaged in his d is tin ­
guished legal career, Judge Schwab 
also was active in  com m unity  ser­
vice. He was a member o f the Port­
land School B oard fro m  1950 to  
1959, serving three times as C h a ir­
man. He also served the School Dis 
tr ic t as a m em ber o f  its Race and 
Education  C om m ittee  in  1963-64. 
He has served on the State C ivil Ser-
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vice Commission, was Chairm an o f  
the M ultnom ah County Chapter o f  
the Red Cross, was a member o f the 
State Constitutional Revision C om ­
m ission and the Salem  Y W C A  
Board. M ost recently, he served for 
eight months on the Pacific N o rth ­
west Power Planning Council.

Earl W antland has been President 
o f  T e k tro n ix  since 1971. H e  has 
been w ith  the com pany since the  
mid-1950s when he began work as a 
techn ic ian . H e rose rap id ly  in the 
company, spending ten years in Eu­
rope helping to  establish the elec­
tron ics m a n u fa c tu re r ’ s overseas 
operations from  1958 to 1968. He is 
on the B oards o f  U .S . B ancorp , 
P o rtla n d  G en era l E le c tr ic , and  
Floating Point Systems.

W a n tla n d  has been active  in  
United W ay, serving as President in
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1976 and as Campaign Director this 
year. H e  is a strong believer in the 
volunteer approach to social service 
and firs t becam e invo lved  w ith  
United W ay when he volunteered to 
work on the agency’s budget. W ant- 
land also is member o f the Portland 
State University Foundation Board 
and served as Chairman o f the A m ­
erican  E lectron ics A ssociation  in  
1975.

The th ird  D istinguished Service 
A w ard  recipient this year, Vernon  
V . Chatm an, was one o f the organ­
izers o f the Portland Urban League 
in 1945. O r ig in a lly  fro m  Shreve­
port, Louisiana, Chatm an graduat­
ed w ith honors from  D illia rd  U n i­
versity in New Orleans in 1935. He  
taught school in S hreveport u n til 
1942 when he began work as a ware­
house supervisor at Barksdale A ir ­
fie ld  there . In  1945, C hatm an
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moved to P o rtlan d  to  w ork in the 
shipyards. He worked for the S .P .&  
S. Railroad from  1945 to 1968 when 
he was nam ed D irec to r o f Educa­
tion  fo r the U rb a n  League. He  
earned an M .E d . from  the Universi­
ty o f Portland in 1972.

Chatman has served on numerous 
educational and civic committees in­
cluding advisory boards for Concor­
dia C ollege, P ortland  C om m unity  
C ollege, O regon State U nivers ity  
School o f  E ng ineerin g , P o rtlan d  
P ublic  Schools, and the O regon  
Health Sciences U niversity. A t the 
U nivers ity  o f P o rtla n d , C hatm an  
counsels and recruits undergraduate 
students. H e  has obta ined  m ore  
than SI m illion  in scholarships and 
loans fo r  d isadvantaged students 
and has developed and in itia ted  
many program s to assist m ino rity  
and disadvantaged students.
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Volunteering renews lifemeaning
by Nathaniel Scott.

A fte r  w o rk in g  fo r 30 years fo r  
Pacific Power and Light Com pany, 
Gerald “ Jerry”  Dentler was forced 
to  retire  when doctors discovered  
that he had multiple sclerosis.

H is m arriage o f  30 years ended 
soon after.

Discouraged? N ot at a ll. Dentler, 
51 and a Beaverton resident, is find­
ing a new life in volunteerism.

He was a safety inspection engin­
eer fo r  five  o f  his 30 years w ith  
P P & L  and is now volunteering his 
tim e inspecting the bu ild ings and 
equipment at Meridian Park Hospi­
tal and P ortland  C om m unity  C o l­
lege.

W hile working for P P & L  he com­
piled an enviable record o f 25 years 
without a lost-time accident.

H e said that when he was told he 
had m u ltip le  sclerosis (M S ) , deep 
states o f depression and contempla­
tio n  o f  suicide wrecked his m a r­
riage. And although his wife offered 
to  stay on as his housekeeper, he 
filed for the divorce.

A fte r  overcom ing the in it ia l 
shock o f having M S he contacted  
Meridian Park Hospital and became 
a volunteer safety inspector for the 
hospital.

“ A fte r  th a t, I thought I could  
handle a little  more so I contacted  
Scott B ennett, s ta ff  a tto rn e y  and 
risk manager at P .C .C . Since then, I 
have inspected all o f Sylvania Cam ­
pus and about h a lf  o f C ascade’ s 
Campus and before I am through, I 
w ill inspect a ll o f  P .C .C . ’ s fa c ili­
ties.”

Bennett said Dentler is inspecting 
everything that relates to safety at 
P .C .C . He cam e in lo o k in g  fo r  
something to do and “ has been do­
ing a fine jo b .”

Bennett explained that D entler’s 
volunteerism is just another step in 
the college’ s continuous safety in ­
spections which include the liability
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insurance inspections, the college in­
spection s ta ff, the fire  departm ent 
inspections as well as other. “ The  
safer you are, the cheaper your in­
surance premium rate and we are at 
the bottom ,”  Bennett adds.

D e n tle r said he needed to  feel 
needed. “ That is why I ’m volunteer­
ing my tim e.”  Being active and pro-

ductive has helped him “ come out 
o f it .”

“ I am fin d in g  o u t ,”  he said, 
“ that there is a world out there and 
that it is a pretty wonderful w orld .”

He summed up his new-found life 
with, “ I ’ve also found out that I can 
have a social life .”
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DEAR PORTLANDER: PORTLANO OREGON 97211 

284 7997
The best investment a Business or Private Citizen can make is to invest in our 

youth for the future as short and long term savings. One way to do this is by 
joining our Private Sector Supporters.

PORTLAND TRAILER AND EQUIPMENT. DON BERGER DESIGN, 
J.C. PENNY CO., JUDITH WYSS. J. THAYER CO., VICTOR ATIYEH, 
MALETIS INC., ANTHONY E. GALLO M .D., WAREHOUSE FLOORS, 
PEGGY HERBIG, VIPS, SERVICE TIRE CO., MRS. JOST, ALADDINE 
ENTERPRISES, LARRY KAYE, REFLEXOLOGY C LIN IC , D A N IE L ’S 
DOCK, PRIER WHOLESALE PLUMBING, GEORGIAN PRESS, GENES 
CARBURETOR, AUTO MOTION, TAM ARACK ENGINEERING, W.G. 
MOE & SONS, NORMA HAYES, REX CAFFALL, KENT COX & ASSOC., 
OECO CORP., STENNO CARBON, SIR SPEEDY P R IN TIN G , 
PORTLAND TIMBERS, AMERICAN PERSONAL PLANNING, ROBERT 
BENNET M .D., H. DEXTER GAREY, RUTH A. MORELAND, DUBAL 
HARRIS, GRESHAM TO YO TA, JIM  A. SEITZ, J.T. STEEB & CO., 
FOUGHT & CO., NENA SAUTER, THOMAS BUHL, KRAMER GALEN, 
G.B. PLUM BING, FLOM ATIC M F G „ M O N TA V ILLA  LUMBER, REX 
W ARREN, BREWED HOT COFFEE, FRANK W ID M A R , A LIC E  
BRUNSON, SHERIDAN BARRIE, PIPS, L IG H T TRUCK PARTS, SIM ­
PLIC ITY TOOL, TO M AH AW K ISLAND M A R IN A , TH ER M AL LOCK 
IN C ., PO RTLAND PACKING  CO., M A R IE  TOOZE, KEN NELSON 
EQUIPMENT, OREGON AUTO INSURANCE.

These supporters know and understand that the best alternative to high taxes; 
To reduce Business losses o f shoplifting and vandalism; To stop neighborhood 
youth crimes, is to implement SPECIAL YOUTH EDUCA TION, Teaching 
basic Respect and Responsibility to Children and Parents; Educating them as to 
how to function as an ASSET to their Community, rather than a LIAB ILITY .

THE HOUSE OF EXODUS HAS SUCH A PROGRAM FOR YOUTH 
BETWEEN 8 TO 14 YRS. OF AGE.

I am personally asking you to join with the HOUSE OF EXODUS CLEAN 
TEAM  in helping us to make our community a cleaner, safer and more 
profitable place to live and conduct Business, by CONTRIBUTING GENER­
OUSLY TO THE HOUSE OF EXODUS SPECIAL YOUTH EDUCATION 
PROGRAM.

Sincerely,
THOMAS BOOTHE, CHAIRMAN 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS, HOUSE OF EXODUS
Make your contribution payable to:

THE HOUSE OF EXODUS CLEAN TEAM
1639 N.E. ALBERTA 

PORTLAND, OREGON 97211 ÄI


