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Letters to the Editor
Separation of powers dicates 'no ' vote
To the ed itor:

I ’ m w ritin g  to  urge a “ N o ”  vote  
on Ballot M easure 5, the proposal to  
give the G o v e rn o r the a u th o r ity  to  
appoin t the C h ie f Justice o f  the O re­
gon Supreme C o u rt.

M easu re  5 is a result o f  the 1981 
S pec ia l Session o f  the L e g is la tu re  
dealing w ith  state financing  o f  local 
co u rts  and  w ith  re o rg a n iz a tio n  o f  
the state court structure. As part o f  
the p o litic a l com prom ise w hich  the  
L e g is la tu re  struck w ith  the G o v e r­
nor to  forestall his veto o f  the court 
bills, M easure 5 refers this question  
o f executive au th ority  d irectly  to  the

voters. I t  does so precisely because, 
w h ile  the G o v e rn o r  fav o rs  his O f ­
f ic e ’s having  the pow er to  a p p o in t  
the C h ie f Justice, a m a jo r ity  o f  the  
Legislature does not.

A s the O re g o n  S ta te  B a r has 
noted in  argu ing  against passage o f  
the proposal. M easure 5 w ou ld  fu n ­
d am enta lly  change the “ separation  
o f  p o w ers”  p rin c ip le  d iv id in g  o u r  
g o v e rn m e n t in to  the le g is la tiv e , 
executive  and  ju d ic ia l b ranches. I t  
w o u ld  g ive the head o f  one b ran ch  
th e  p o w er to  a p p o in t the head  o f  
an o ther, and this ap p o in tm en t, un­
like  m any others, w ould not even be 
su b jec t to  “ check and  b a la n c e ”

co n firm atio n  by the State Senate. I t  
w o u ld  also  e lim in a te  th e  process, 
ex is tin g  since th e  a d o p tio n  o f  o u r  
State C onstitu tion , whereby the sev­
en jus tices  o f  the S u p rem e  C o u r t ,  
w h o m  the vo ters  e lect as c o n s titu ­
t io n a l o ff ic e rs  o f  th e  s ta te , 
independently  select the C h ie f  Jus­
tice fro m  am ong themselves.

A  " N o "  vote on M easure 5 is es­
sential to  the preservation o f  the in ­
dependence o f  our highest court and 
the s e p a ra tio n  o f  p ow ers  o f  o u r  
state governm ent.

Fred W . H eard  
Senate President

Calls for unity on candidates
To the ed itor:

O n M ay  18, 1982 we have the op­
p o r tu n ity  to  e lect represen ta tives  
fro m  w ith in  o u r co m m u n ity  to  the  
State House o f  Representatives. As 
I am  sure you k n o w , there are nine 
(9 )  in d iv id u a ls  in  c o m p e tit io n  fo r  
the D e m o cra tic  n o m in a tio n , three  
(3 ) w hites and six (6 ) b lacks. In  an 
e ffo rt to ensure that this representa­
tive  comes fro m  our co m m u n ity , I 
am  w r it in g  th is  le tte r  in  hopes o f  
u n itin g  our e ffo rts  to  elect a b lack

S tate R epresentative fro m  the 18th
D istric t.

In  the process o f  se lec tin g  th is  
candidate, yo u r m ain  consideration  
should  be w h ich  cand ida te  has the  
experience and ab ility  to  provide im ­
m ediate help to  our com m unity. D o  
we w ant to  send som eone w ho  w ill 
h ave  to  spend one o r m a yb e  tw o  
terms in o ffice  before they learn the 
“ in s”  and “ o u ts”  o f  Salem ? I be­
lieve all six individuals arc sincere in 
th e ir causes, but only one can be o f  
re a l he lp  to  us in  the near fu tu re .

A f te r  s tu d y in g  an d  g iv in g  c a re fu l 
co nsideration  to  a ll the candidates, 
it is m y o p in io n  th a t H a ro ld  W il ­
liams is your best choice.

I w o u ld  l ik e  to  ta k e  th is  o p p o r ­
tunity  to  call on all six candidates to  
take a giant step fo r our com m unity  
by p u tt in g  egos as ide  a n d  s itt in g  
dow n to negotiate in an a ll-ou t cam ­
paign  to  u n ify  o u r c o m m u n ity  be­
h in d  one c a n d id a te : H a r o ld  W i l ­
liams.

Rothey M anus

Supports Clark for governor
To the ed itor:

As C h a irm a n  o f  the D e m o c ra tic  
P a rty  (1 9 8 0 -8 1 ), I w o rke d  h ard  to  
help my p arty  focus on m ainstream  
issues: jo b s , health  care , in f la t io n ,  
energy, taxes— and to  strengthen the 
P a r ty  so it can  h e lp  O re g o n  m eet 
those issues. I urge Dem ocratic vot­
ers to nom inate D on  C lark  fo r G o v ­
ernor fo r three solid reasons:

1) C la r k ’ s been th a t ra re  o ff ic e  
h o ld e r w h o ’ s w o rk e d  w ith in  the  
P a rty , as w ell as his o f f ic e , to  im ­
p ro ve  th in g s — an d  i f  the P a r ty  is 
ever to meet its needed role, it must 
encourage people w ho do that.

2) C la rk 's  the only candidate w ith

re a l a d m in is tra t iv e  e x p e rie n c e  in  
g o v e rn m e n t. H e ’ s ru n  the biggest 
county in the state fo r eight years—  
and  w h ile  m e tro p o lita n  c o u n ties  
th ro u g h o u t the co u n try  w ere m eet­
ing disaster, he’s kept it solvent and 
on the jo b .

3 ) M o s t im p o r ta n t ,  C la r k  is the  
one candidate w h o ’s come right out 
in fro n t on the issues. W h ile  his m a­
jo r  o p p o n e n t w as saying, “ I ’ ll tell 
you  w h a t I ’ m fo r  in S e p te m b e r ,”  
D o n  fo llo w e d  a 3 -s tep  p la n : he 
toured the state to  ask people’s con­
cerns; he developed action  plans to  
m eet those con cern s; and  th en  he 
put them  in w ritin g , so w e’d know  
where he really stood.

Oppose prison bond measure
To the ed itor:

O re g o n ia n s  w ill  soon v o te  on  
Bond M easure #3, a request fo r $60  
m illion  for the expansion o f  existing 
ja il and prison facilities to  allev iate  
overcrow ding. This figure is deceiv­
ing  fo r  it is ex c lu s ive  o f  in te re s t  
rates, operating costs and in fla tio n .

C onstruction  o f  new facilities re­
q u ire s  3 to  4 years . A c c o rd in g  to  
R obert W a ts o n , A d m in is tra to r  o f  
C o rre c tio n s , th is d e la y  w o u ld  in ­
crease the cost per (m axim um  secur­
ity , cell fro m  $6 5 ,00 0  to  $1 61 ,7 00 . 
Aside from  the greater cost, any de­
lay offers little  to  relieve overcrow d­
ing. O perating costs are the most ex­

pensive, w ith  the in itia l cost o f  con­
structing a m edium  security fac ility  
being matched every 4 to  5 years. T o  
O reg o n ian s  th is w o u ld  m ean $120  
m illio n  over 10 years and $960 m il­
lio n  over 30 years. O reg o n  cann o t 
a f fo rd  these en o rm o u s sums when  
th ere  are  d a ily  accounts o f  budget 
cuts in e d u c a tio n , c o m m u n ity  ser­
vices and law  enforcem ent.

O regon incarcerates so m any per­
sons it ra n k s  a m o n g  th e  h ig h est 
th ird  o f  a ll s ta tes . O u r  n a tio n  de­
tains over 550,000 people behind the 
walls o f  6 ,980  correctional facilities. 
Few  countries im pose harsher sen­
tences than  the U n ite d  S tates, and  
only South A fr ic a  and Russia im p ri­

A n d  the actions?
A n  intelligent and gutsy jobs pro­

gram ; a d irect a ttack on health  care 
in f la t io n ; a sensible rescue fo r  our 
crack ing  penal system (as a fo rm e r  
sheriff, he has no pie-in -the-sky illu ­
sions there , e ith e r); a housing p lan  
that w ill increase new starts, now; a 
balanced, farsighted energy policy.

D em ocrats  ca n ’ t a f fo rd  cosm etic  
candidates this year. O regon needs a 
G overnor w ho dares to  lead, and fo r  
18 years, D o n  C la rk  has p roved  he 
w ill. H e  deserves our support.

Joe Smith  
Im m ediate Past C hairm an ,

Dem ocratic P arty  o f  Oregon

son m ore people. Despite these dis­
tu rb in g  facts people o f  O reg o n , o f  
o ur n a tio n , d o  not feel safe; crim e  
flourishes and  so does the p u b lic ’s 
fe a r . E x p a n d in g  e x is tin g  c o rre c ­
tional institutions is not the best so­
lution.

V o te rs  o f  N e w  Y o r k ,  M ic h ig a n  
an d  R h o de  Is lan d  opposed s im ila r  
bond measures fo rc in g  these states 
to  explore m ore im m ediate and cost 
effic ient solutions to  the d ilem m a o f  
overcrow ding.

O regonians can d o  the same. Vo te  
N O  on 3!

L o ra  Pierce 
People fo r Prison A lternatives

Vote 'No' on Measure No. 5
• * • *

Ballot Measure No. 5 would radically change the method o f choosing the 
Chief Justice o f the Oregon Supreme Court. It would take from the Justices 
themselves, who are elected by the people on a non-partisan basis, their long­
standing authority to choose their own C h ief Justice. I t  would give that 
power, fo r  the firs t time in the history o f  Oregon, to the Governor instead.

Oregon’s constitution provides for three separate branches of government. 
Ballot Measure No. 5 ignores this important principle.

The voters o f Oregon should reject this attempt to place the choice o f the 
state’s chief judicial officer in partisan hands.

Protect the independence of Oregon's Courts and Judges.

Rep. Wally Priestley
7427 N . Lancaster A venue

Portland, Oregon 97217

JOEURIS
for

CITY COUNCIL
Joe Uris supports community police review— 
my opponent does not.
Joe Uris w ill w ork for jobs, greater 
com m unity power and equal rights for all.

JOE U R IS -A  BREATH OF 
FRESH AIR IN THE STALE 

CORRIDORS OF 
GOVERNMENT.

Joe Uris for City Commissioner Committee. Richard B. Solomon, Treas. 
p o. box 12581 Portland, 97212

"Let's Live 
within our

M ore  J o b s
r w” ” L ’ .

N o N e w  Tea H ene

S h a d b u rn e  w o rk s  fo r you
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S upports  B asic  S erv ices  . . .  
N o t  N ew  T a x e s

E ff ic ie n t  M a n a g e m e n t
Cut unnecessary spending while preserving basic 
services Im prove county management w ith 
greater e ffic iency
P o s it iv e  L e a d e rs h ip
Work w ith the com m unity  Io find new ways to solve 
our problem s w ithou t more taxes
R e d u c e  C rim e
Make ne ighborhoods safe by provid ing adequate 
sheriff s pro tection  and |atl space for vio lent 
crim ina ls
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