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ENTERTAINMENT

HAPPENINGS

Jimmy McGriff will bring his keyboard wizardry and his quartet to
the Royal Esquire Club for 7 days, April 15th thru 17th, and April 2nd
thru 25th. Tickets for performances will be $6.00 in advance and
$7.00 at the door. For information call 284-8250.

“The Best Of The Blues”
Jimmy McGriff to Swing In Portland

A band which has been receiving rave reviews from critics across the
country a 1980’s blend of the blues in a new hit album and 20 years ex-
perience in making sure his audiences are moving to the feelings of the *‘get

own'' music that's what Jimmy McGriff is all about these days.

And that's what Jimmv McGriff will be bringing into Portland for two
weeks beginning Thursday, April 15 thru Saturday, April 17 at The Esquire
Club,, then on to the Lung Fung Restaurant from Sunday, April 18 thru
l'uesday, April 20 and then back to The Esquire Club on Thursday, April
22 thru Sunday, April 25

Jimmy McGriff, the jazz organ wizard, burst on to the national music
scene in the early "60s and has since become a well-recognized star with stay-

ng power. His musicianship, originality and special way with the blues
place him head and shoulders above the competition.

Currently playing club and concert dates all over the world, Jimmy is
known as a top-flight entertainer who can draw the crowds and keep them

nping their feet for more. He celebrated his 20th year in the music busi-
1ess with the release of two of his finest albums ever—City Lights and Mov-
in' Upside The Blues—both of which have become special favorites with lis-
teners across the country. City Lights hit the national airplay charts in Au-
gust, 1981 while Movin’ Upside The Blues hit those airplay charts an incred-
ble four weeks after it was released in October and then led the charts
ring the last weeks of November

Born James Harrell McGriff in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, he comes

n a musical family; his father, Harrell and his mother, Beatrice, both
played the piano. By the time he had finished Roosevelt and Germantown
High Schools, Jimmy was playing bass, drums, sax and vibes. Yet, despite

this musical prowess, Jimmy had the idea he was big enough (6 ft, 165

5.) 10 become a policeman and enrolled at the Penn Institute of Criminol-

v in his hometown

limmy McGriff started playing in public at a small club in south Jersey
He augmented his *hands on’ experience with studies at Philadelphia’s
e College of Music and at The Juilliard School in New York. He

led his first professional job in the mid "50s with Big Maybelle and soon
ifter cut his first record in Scranton, Pennsylvania with a group that includ-

I Charles Earland (also now a well-known organist) on tenor sax. Today,
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mbers some of the best known jazz musicians in the world among
colleagues: as a leader he has recorded with Kenny Burrell, Frank Fost-
er, Jerome Richardson, Eric Gale, J.J. Johnson, Grady Tate, Blue Mitch
|, Joe Newman, and Mel Lewis to name just a few. He has also toured ex

v Buddy Rich, Toots Thielmans and Stanley Turrentine
limmy's records have been best sellers since the McGriff version of the
Ray Charle ne ‘1 Got A Woman'’ hit the international spotlight in 1962
In fact, his two newest releases bring the total number of albums on which
himmy McGriff the leader to the magic golden number of 50 and in
i n those many sides are over 80 original compositions—many of

nave been used by other
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jazz greats on their own impressive records
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by Harris L evon McRae

Dancing is a natural means of ex-
pression. It is almost impossible to
listen to music and not want to
move to the rhythm. We tap our
feet, clap our hands, and sway our
bodies. When this natural response
is carried to its ultimate expression,
you get the Dance Theatre of Har-
lem (DTH). The feeling of many of
the people that saw Saturday after-
noon’s performance at Civic Audi-
torium was that the dancers were
nothing short of magical.

““They were fantastic, the re-
sponse of their bodies to the wide
variety of expressions that the
dances called for was really some-
thing to see,”’ one person said.

**We can all dance a little bit and
after watching those great dancers
you find yourself wanting to do high
kicks and pirouettes for a living,"'
another viewer commented.

One piece that people in attend-
ance really found moving was
Equus: The Ballet. At the heart of
this drama was a crime: For no ap
parent reason the 17-year-old hero
blinded six horses. Instead of being
sent 1o jail, the boy is sent to a child
psychiatrist. The drama unfolds to
the accompaniment of music as the
dancers put all their energy into ex-
pressing love, joy, and grief with the
movement of their bodies.

The dancers portraying horses
were particularly excellent. Their
heads moved in one rhythm, the
shoulders in another and the legs
and feet in still another. Their danc
Ing was text in motion.

Dance Theatre of Harlem (DTH)
was started by Arthur Mitchell,
former principal dancer with the
New York City Ballet, as his per
sonal commitment to the Harlem
community following the assassina
tion of Martin Luther King, Jr. In
corporated in February, 1969, it be
gan in the basement of a Harlem
church. In 1971 they received a do
nation that enabled DTH to pur
chase its present home,

Arthur Mitchell and Karel Shook,
DTH co-directors, have created a
ballet company which has made two
command performances before the
Queen Mother of England: has
broken attendance and box office
records during three separate per
formance series at London’s Sad
ler’s Wells Theatre; has become the

first foreign major classical ballet
company to perform in Dublin, Ire-
land since 1957; has made four suc-
cessful tours of Europe; has toured
the Caribbean; made numerous na-
tional tours and has had five New
York seasons on Broadway. Dance
Theatre of Harlem belongs to the in-
ternational community and is an or
ganization to which ail people desir-
ing cultural enrichment can turn.

Fred Meyer, Inc., has dontaed $3,140 to Portland Special Olym-
pics, to be used for the sponsorship of athletic programs for handi-
capped children and adults.

Gary L. Baker, Fred Meyer Senior Vice President and Director of
Personnel, said the money was collected from the sale of “Enter-
tainment ‘82" ticket books to Fred Meyer employees at Portland
Main Office and the Clackamas Distribution Center.
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Your Northwest Dealer for Revlon, “Polished Ambers’ and
Zuri Cosmetics.
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707 N.E. Fremont 281-6525

Closed Sun. & Mon. OPEN Tues. thru Sat. 11:30 AM to 6:00 PM

OF RAY PARKER JR.

music today
' FROM RAY PARKER JR.
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Fresh As The Spy;,

THE IRRAYSISTIBLE SOUND

After four straight gold LPs, Ray Parker Jr. is
| scoring his biggest hit yet with The Other

i Woman. It’s an irrgysistible collection of songs
| in the smooth style that's made Ray Porker Jr
| one of the most distinctive artists in popular

THE OTHER WOMAN. SUPERB NEW MUSIC |

Available on Arista
Records and Tapes.

Availa'ble' on Arista Records and Tapes.

3606 N. Williams Ave.
Portland, Oregon ¢ 287-1960
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