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Washington Hotline
by Congressman Ron Wyden

Q. Stories about continued vio
lence In E l Salvador have been a ma
jo r  news item in recent weeks. Given 
the current situation, do you think 
the administration Is Justified in 
continuing to provide military aid to 
the ruling Junta?

A .  N o , I d o  n o t. In  fa c t, I th in k  
the A d m in ii t r a t io n ’ a insistence on  
using U .S . d o lla rs  to  p ro p  up  the  
m ilita ry  ju n ta  in E l S alvador is rep
rehensible.

As a leader in the W estern  H e m i
sphere. the U n ited  States should be 
seen in  Latin  Am erica as an agent o f  
change, not a m inister o f  death . W e  
should be giving its people cause for

hope, not guns for war.
O u r support fo r  a  m ilita ry  d ic ta 

to rsh ip  th a t co n tin u es to  b ru ta lize  
its ow n  people has not b rought sta
b ility  to  E l S a lv a d o r. I f  a n y th in g , 
the s itu ation  there has d e terio ra ted  
to  the p o in t th a t it has destabilized  
neighboring G uatem ala , too.

I f  we persist in  these polic ies , 
m atters  w ill get even w orse. E ith e r  
b oth  sides w il l  co n tin u e  to  ram  
heads to  no a v a il— o r one side w ill 
aa in  a m ilita ry  v ic to ry , w hich  
w ould be a victory fo r extremists.

In  a speech at Reed C o lleg e  th is  
w eek, I called fo r an abrupt change 
in  U .S . p o licy  in  E l S a lvad or, m o v
ing fro m  support o f  the ru ling  m ili

tary  ju n ta  to  w ork in g  fo r a cooling- 
o f f  p e rio d  and  ta lk s  betw een the  

w arring  factions.

Leftist C o alitio n  leader G u ille rm o  
U n g o  has expressed a willingness to  
p a rtic ip a te  in  such ta lk s , w ith o u t  
p rec o n d itio n s . T h e  U n ite d  States  
should m ove qu ick ly  to  take h im  up  
on his o ffe r . Because o f  our ea rlie r  
arm s sh ipm ents to  the ju n ta , we 
should have the leverage to persuade 
E l Salvadoran  governm ent o ffic ia ls

to  negotiate as w ell.
T he  goal o f  these talks would be:
• T o  w in  a c e as e -fire— a real 

c e as e -fire , not a tim e o u t d u rin g  
w hich both  sides tak e  a breather to

build  up their arms caches.

• T o  call fo r an im m edia te  end to  
hum an rights v io la tio n s  by govern
m ent security forces, in return  fo r  a 
cessation o f  g u e rilla  attacks by the  
rebels.

• T o  press, once a cease-fire  is 
f irm ly  established, fo r  a leg itim ate  
n a tio n a l e lection  and  fo r  m u lt i
p a rty  ta lks on lan d  re fo rm — the  
crux o f  p o litica l in s ta b ility  and un
rest in E l Salvador.

T a k in g  these steps w o u ld  e ffe c t
ively rew rite the 150-year-o ld  M o n 
roe D o ctrin e  and b rin g  U .S . policy  
in L atin  A m erica  in to  the 20th C en
tu ry— in the nick o f  tim e.
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Reagan budget expands military budget

Hil My name is Orlanda. I'm smiling because 
my Mom is bringing home some Popeye s 
Chicken. I love Popeye's Chicken. Popeye’s 
has everything I like—com dogs, pop, french 
fries and chicken tacos.

Put A Smile 
On Your Kid's Face!

T h e  R eagan A d m in is tra tio n  has 
asked Congress for $1.640 b illion  to  
spend d urin g  the next five  years to  

b u ild  U .S . m il ita ry  p o w er a ro u n d  

the w orld .

T h e  la rg est in crease w il l  be fo r  
eq u ip m ent, supplies, m ilita ry  co n 
struction and a irlift and sealift capa
c ity  fo r  the R a p id  D e p lo y m e n t  
F o rce . T h e  p h ilo s o p h y  is th a t the  
U .S . must be ready to  respond to  a

S o v ie t a tta c k  w h e re v e r it  sh o u ld  
occur and to  strike back at areas o f  
Soviet weakness.

S p e c if ic a lly , the P en tag o n  says 
that i f  Soviet forces were to  invade  
M id d le  E ast c o u n tr ie s  the U .S .  
should  have th e  c a p a c ity  to  s tr ik e  
C u b a , V ie tn a m , A s ia , L ib ya  o r the  
Soviet U n ion  itself.

T h e  new b ud g et proposes an  
increase in weapons purchases from  
*4 1 .2  b il l io n  th is  year to  $5 5 .1

b ill io n  next year. T h e  budget calls  
fo r increased spending on strategic  
n u c le a r forces to  $23  b il l io n . T h e  
large items arc the new B -l B long- 
ra n g e  b o m b e r, a new  s u b m a rin e -  
launched ballistic missile. T riden t 2, 
new cruise missiles, a vast expansion 
o f  com m unications and control sys
tem s, and the M X  land-based  m is 
siles.

The A rm y will receive m ore money 
fo r the new M - l  tank, fighting vehi

cles and helicopters. T he A ir  Force  
w ill buy m ore Aw acs radar surveil
lance planes and tactical aircraft such 
as the F-15, F -16 and the A-10.
16 and the A -10 .

Also scheduled are large increases 
in  ca rg o  ships an d  p lanes fo r  the  
R a p id  D e p lo y m e n t F o rc e . A ls o  
panned are more cargo planes.

T h e  N a vy  benefits  most w ith  the  
num ber o f  ships increased fro m  513 
to  600 by 1990.
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What do military expenditures represent for mankind?
•  H a lf  the resources at present allocated to  m ilita ry  expenditures in one 

day would suffice to  finance a program  for the to ta l eradication o f  m al

aria .
• In  five hours, the w o rld ’s m ilita ry  expenditures are the equivalent o f  

the overall U N IC E F  yearly budget for child  care programs.
•T h e  n u m b e r o f  p eo p le  w o rk in g  in the m il ita ry  sphere , in c lu d in g  

arm ed forces s ta ff , is to day tw ice the to ta l num ber o f  teachers, physi
cians and nurses in the w orld .

•A p p ro x im a te ly  25 per cent o f  the w o r ld ’s scientific personnel is en
gaged in m ilita ry  activities. It is estimated that 60 per cent o f  the overall 
scientific  research expenditures is absorbed by m ilita ry  program s. T he  
vo lum e o f  such research pro jects  is five  tim es greater than that o f  the  
projects devoted to health protection.

•T h e  countries in Asia, A fr ic a  and Latin  A m erica allocate 5.9 per cent 
o f  their Gross N a tio n a l Product to  weapons and m ilita ry  expenditures, 
whereas they devote only one per cent to  public health and 2.8 per cent to

education.
•O n e  per cent o f  the developed countries’ m ilitary  budgets would over

com e the existing defic it in intei national assistance fo r financing  an in 
crease in food production and creating emergency reserves.

•T h e  cost o f  a m odern tank w ould pay fo r the construction o f  1,000  
classrooms fo r 30 .000 children in underdeveloped countries.

•T h e  price o f  a T rident nuclear subm arine— the U n ited  States is p lan 
ning to build 13 o f  them before 1990— equals the cost o f  keeping 16 m il
lion  ch ild ren  fro m  the underdeveloped w o rld  in school fo r a year; the  
construction o f  400 .000  dwellings for 2 m illion  people; or m ore than the 
to tal value o f  grains im ported by A frica  in a year.

•T h e  expenditures fo r m ilita ry  activities in a year during the m id -’70s 
would have financed, am ong many other things, a vaccination program  
against infectious diseases for all the children in the w orld , a program  fo r  
the erad icatio n  o f  ad u lt illite ra cy . In  the en tire  w orld  b efo re  the year 
2000, a su pplem entary  food  program  fo r 60  m illio n  pregnant w om en, 
and a classroom increase for over 100 m illion  pupils.

U.S. moves against Nicaragua
From page 1

tro o p s  fro m  A rg e n tin a , C h ile  and  
Venezuela. T h e  M P L  said the H o n 
duran government intends to height
en tensions a lo n g  the b o rd e r w ith  
N icaragua, c la im ing  there has been 
an occupation o f  its territory  by N i
caragua. T hey noted that 150 U .S .  
m il ita r y  p erso n n e l have  been in  
H onduras fo r some tim e.

D iss id e n t g ro u p s  in H o n d u ra s  
charged  T u esd ay that H o n d u ra s  is 
building a gigantic m ilita ry  base, f i 
nanced by the U .S . fo r staging oper
ations against N icaragua, E l Salva

dor and possibly C uba.
M e x ic a n  P re s id en t Jose L o p e z  

P o rtillo  issued a call on February 21

fo r firm  international action to  pre
vent a w o r ld  d isas ter sh o u ld  the  
U .S . carry  out its threats to  invade  
C e n tra l A m e ric a  o r C a rib b e a n  n a
tions. H e  said the consequences o f  a 
fa ilu re  to  achieve peace and detente

in C e n tra l A m e ric a  and the C a r ib 
bean are ‘ •u n th in kab le .’ ’ H e repeat
ed his b e lie f that U .S . in te rven tio n  
w o u ld  be a “ huge h is to r ic a l e rro r  
th a t w o u ld  cause a w id e  u ph eava l 
throughout the hem isphere."

“ I can assure my good friends in 
the U n ite d  States that w hat is h ap 
p en in g  here in N ic a ra g u a , w hat is 
happening  in E l S a lvad or, that the  

wind o f  change blow ing through the 

w hole region does not constitute an

in to le ra b le  danger to  (he basic n a 
t io n a l se cu rity  in te re s ts  o f  the  
U nited  S tates."

P o rtillo  said there are three focal 
points o f  con flic t in the area: N ica 
ra g u a , E l S a lv a d o r , an d  the re la 
t io n s h ip  b e tw een  th e  U .S . and  
C uba.

R e g a rd in g  N ic a ra g u a , he noted  
that his recom m endations coincide  
w ith  those o f  the N ica ra g u an  g ov
ernm ent:

1) T h e  U .S . sh o u ld  d is co n tin u e  
threats against N icaragua.

2) E x -N a tio n a l G uardsm en oper 
a tin g  a lo n g  the H o n d u ra s  b o rd e r  
should be disarm ed and their tra in 
ing  an d  a id  by th e  U .S .  d is c o n 

tinued.
3) A  series o f nonaggression pacts 

b etw een  N ic a ra g u a  an d  th e  U .S .  
an d  betw een  N ic a ra g u a  an d  its  
neighbors should be draw n. This a r
rang em en t w o u ld  lead to  n e g o tia 
tio n s  betw een  N ic a ra g u a  an d  the  
U .S .

I f  th is w ere to  occur N ic a ra g u a  
co u ld  stop spending its lim ite d  re 
sources on arms.

T h e  g o v e rn m e n ts  o f  N ic a ra g u a  
and C uba and the F M 1 .N  o f  E l Sal
vado r have responded fav o ra b ly  to  
P o rtillo ’ s proposal but the U .S . has 

not.
N icaragua also has pledged not to 

a tta c k  the U .S . ,  but the U n ite d  
States has not reciprocated.

THIS YEAR?
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