FROM THE SIDELINES
by Kathryn Hall Bogle

OBSERVATIONS

Echoes of the 1981 White House
Conference on Aging keep reverber-
ating. Final drafts of the business
conducted there have just now ar-
rived to be accessible to the dele-
gates and other interested persons.
And interest is high, for, after all,
the conference is scheduled only
once in every ten years.,

Bobbi Gary, already chairing the
Multnomah County Conference and
appearing in Lucius Hicks' NAACP
Committee on Aging and Housing,
was the one and only Black person
among 14 appointees making up the
delegation from Oregon to the na-
tional conference.

Gov. Victor Atiyeh, in making
the Oregon appointment, chose
names from lists recommended by
Bob Ziegen of his own staff and the
Rev. Walter McGeddigan.

Mrs. Gary, well acquainted with a
number of organizations in the
Portland area, is a member of the
national AARP, the Older Womens
l.eague, the National Caucus on
Black Aging and the National Gray
Panthers, all dealing with concerns
of the elderly. She is also a vice-
president of the Portland Chapter
of the National Council of Negro
Women.

Members of the Oregon delega-
tion, before they left the state, had
met in briefing sessions on matters
previously discussed in earlier local
conferences within the state. Upon
their return they found themselves
pretty much in accord.

““We thought we had been well
prepared,’’ says Mrs. Gary. *‘The
conference opened at the Washing-
ton Sheraton with 2,200 persons
registered. Later all the delegates
were assigned to one of the 14 com-
mittees. | was appointed to Com-
mittee 111 called ''Older Americans
as a Continuing Resource.”’

“Our Committee comprised 200,
but we were soon to discover that
committees were hampered and dis-
organized to exclude those appoint-
ed by an earlier administration. It
became increasingly difficult to gain
a microphone to be heard by even
one's own committee.

“| practically seized the mike at
one time because | was so eager to
get the topic on the floor for discus
sion. It concerned the need to
recognize that Blacks have a
shorter life span than persons of the
majority race. This fact means that
they have a generally shorter time to
draw Social Security if they must
wait until they are 65 before they
can apply for their fall benefits.

““One of the positives we noted
was that some of the issues that in-
terested Oregon actually reached the
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floor and emerged in the final draft.
Our committee agreed that elders
should be paid enough to pay their
expenses for volunteering; we saw
the need for a national health plan
and we made suggestions for a
stable Social Security system.

“*Our committee also agreed that
elders should be allowed to work in
their jobs past age 65 as long as they
might like, and that elders be al-
lowed to work part time or be of-
fered training or education in some-
thing else they might like to do
There were others.

*“Some of the negatives of the
conference were very apparent,”’
Mrs. Gary said. ‘'For instance, han-
dicapped persons were badly incon-
venienced for access, transportation
for everyone was poor, food man-
agement and services was sometimes
deplorable.

‘*However, on the whole, I'm
glad | had the opportunity to go.
We can all only hope that Congress
will approve our recommendations
and put them into law."

Notes and Vibrations from Wash-
ington D.C,—See in Jet Magazine,
of January 21, that Armstrong Wil-
liams has surprised everybody by
pulling $5 million out of Congress
for construction for Black colleges
over the next five years. No mean
feat in these parsimonious times
And Black colleges will also get six
per cent of total research grant dol
lars. They used to get only three per
cent.

Richard Douglass, and assistant
deputy secretary at the Agriculture
Dept. worked with Armstrong to get
the farm bill through.

Who is Armstrong Wilhams?

Armstrong Williams i1s a 22-year
old legislative analyst at the U.S
Agricultue Dept. and this writer was
pleased to have the opportunity to

Neighborhood Meetings

Sabin Community Association, 7:30 pm, Jan. 25, Sabin School, 4013

N.E. 18th

King Improvement Associatien 7:30 pm, Jan 26, King Neighborhood
Facility, 4815 N.E. Seventh. Discussion of Open Heart treatment program

Northeast Community meeting with Congressman Ron Wyden (o
discuss concerns. 10:30 to 11:30 am, King Neighborhood Facility, 4815

N.E. Seventh., Jan. 22.

Portland School Board, 7:30 pm Jan. 25, Blanchard Center, 501 N

Dixon.

Portland/Multnomah Senior Services Division Reorganization
Task Force will meet Friday, January 22, 1982, 1:30-4:30 pm, in the
Willamette Center, Conference Rooms A & B, 121 S.W. Salmon Street

The Task Force will be responsible for planning a structure within . he
guidelines of the Senior Services Division.

*No appointment
*First available
operator only
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ask some questions of him. Over
buffei lunch in the Agriculture
building in D.C, a few weeks ago,
we got together,

Armstrong was treating at lunch
and after he wolfed down a sizeable
plate of food (and put far too much
sugar in his coffee) he was ready to
answer my burning question. Ques-
tion was: ‘“‘How come a young
Black man like you is interested in
Strom Thurmond? And saying
Thurmond is a ‘changed’ man? At
least that’s what Jer said you said.”’

“It's true. It's true,”’ said Arm-
strong Williams, pushing aside his
empty cup.

“I've known Strom Thurmond
for nine years. I've read a lot about
him and | wrote to him all during
high school. Life is an adventure. |
like to explore. I'm interested in my-
self, too.

““My daddy was reading some-
thing one night about Strom Thur-
mond and it made me sad to think
that this man, so powerful, could
bring so much fear to Black people,
and even to Black girls and boys like
me in school.

““Suddenly, | wanted to really
know Strom Thurmond and to
know why he is thought of as a bi-
got. So | wrote a letter to him. |
asked him why. Well, he didn't ans-
wer, as you might have guessed. So |
wrote him again. And wrote him
again. And again.

ARMSTRONG WILLIAMS

“NO answer

“*Everybody in Marion, South
where | was born and
brought up, though | was crazy to
keep on writing to Mr. Thurmond. |
have seven brothers and two sisters

Carolina,

and they finally gave up teasing me
about writing to him. My Daddy,
I'm swe, had his thoughts, too, but
I knew he also believed | should find
things out for myself. So | kept on
writing. Our family lives on a 250-
acre tobacco farm and, | guess writ-
ing to someone important like Mr.
lurmond made life more interest-
ing to me. ! kept at it anyway.

““1 finally met Mr. Thurmond
when he came to speak in Marion
while I was still in Terrell's Bay in
He advised me then to
keep in school. | did. 1 went to col-
lege at South Carolina State, a 90
per cent Black school. 1 was gradu-
ated trom there in May, 1981 with a
B.S. degree in Political Science.
Cum Laude

“While | was in college Mr, Thur-
mond frequently gave me some of
his time and really coached me when
I ran for and won the office of stu-
dent body president at SCS. | was
graduated on May 10 and on May
11, Ireceived an appointment to
work as a U.S, Congressional Aide.
From there | became a special assist
ant to the Director of Congressional
Affairs in the Dept. of Agriculture

“According to others, Mr. Thur
mond was a racist, a segregationist.
It he has been, | think he is changing
and that his wife is helping him to

high school

change.

“Did you know that Mr. Thur
mond recommended a Black woman
to serve on the Supreme Court? He
appointed the first Black judge in
the Court of Appeals in South Caro
lina. | know he saved Morris Col
lege in Sumpter from going under 1
nancially in the last four or five
years, and Allen University, too."

Armstrong Williams is now a leg
islative analyst. After attending
Legislative Process Hearing courses
on the "*hill,”" he has his sights set
on study at Harvard. He wants to
know more about agriculture law
“"Nothing,"" says this articulate, am
bitious young man, “‘is impossible
with God."

I'he $5 million for Black Colleges
sounds good for an opener
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Jimmy Robinson and P.C.

Richard Brown,
photographer, at “Snap Decision”’, an exhibit of
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photojournalists from the Portland/Vancouver
area.
The show is at the U.S. National Bank Plaza
through January 24th.

7

TOWEL
MARATHON* TOWEL ENSEMBLE

Sold color sheared terry towels with
coordinated accent dobby border
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POLYESTER THREAD

All purpose thread, 200 yd spools. in
white black, or tashion colors

HI-DRI PAPER TOWELS
Str and thirsty for quick. cleanups
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BASKET HAMPER

colors REG 8.97

A hamper or clothes basket
ventilated, Wt cover asst

2.97

STACKING
STORAGE BINS
Orgarze and conserve

spacemne room. choece
of colors. REG 4.77

9.97

MISSES TERRY TOPS
Poly cotton V or crew neck
styles scalloped horal tnm
white. blue agua. peach
lemon S M L. REG 7.97

4.97

CANVAS HANDBAGS
Large and roomy. double
short handles. basic colors
ass! styles REG 6.97

97¢

FLOWER & VEGETABLE HOUSEHOLD
SEED PACKETS SPRAY BOTTLE
A widde vanety 1o choose 16 0z container heavy duty

sprayer REG 1.47

DELSEY

BATHROOM TISSUE
Pack of 4 rolls. soft
bathroom lissue. ass!
pastel colors. REG 1.27

447

TRASH CONTAINER

6 gal capacity. snap lock
cover metal basl with plasix

gnp. asst colors. REG 6.97
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FLAIR PENS

fine hps. REG 89

77

STANDARD
SIZE

BED PILLOWS
Polyester ibertill floral cotton cover
corded edge

R SALE
Standard 4 dﬂ'! n
Queen 647 aT?
King T 47 5.7

5.47

PLASTIC MILK CRATES

Versable storage cubes
use stacked or side by side
choice of colors, REG 7.47

PHOTO ALBUM

10 self adhesive sheets 20 pages spiral
n index page asst cover designs
REG 1.97

Store Hours

SPROUSE
REITZ
STORES

Mon.-Fri. 9am-9pm
Saturday 9am-86pm
Sunday 10am-6 pm

8310 N. Ivanhoe St.

in St. Johns

next to Taylor's Thriftway
and the King's Table

Choose pont guard or ultra
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