Portland Observer, January 14, 1982
The Big ‘E’
by Ullysses Tucker, Jr.

With 2:08 left in the first quarter
of the recent Houston Rocket/Trail-
blazer clash in which the locals lost
111-109, Elvin **The Big E'' Hayes
became one of five players who have
scored over 25,000 points in his Na-
tional Basketball Association ca-
reer.

It took Hayes thirteen seasons to
join the company of Wilt Chamber-
lain, Oscar Robertson, Jerry West,
John Havlicek, and Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar. According to Hayes, he was
relieved that the record was out of
the way and considered accomplish-
ing the feat a blessing,

““I thank God,"" he said. “‘I'm
very appreciative to be in the elite
company of such fine athletes. This
is a very happy moment of my life
and | feel blessed to be able to play
in the league for so many years."’
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by Ron Sykes

Blazermania! Sounds like a once
proudly yelled, but dying, high
school cheer. But is Blazermania
really dying? According to the ac-
tion at Memorial Coliseum and the
Paramount, Blazermania is alive
and kicking strong. There are as
many Blazer fans now as ever be-
fore. I came to this conclusion after
my visits to the Coliseum and the
Paramount during the last Friday
game between Portland and Phoe-
nix.

A loyal Blazer fan, Lily Mae
Jackson said, *‘I wouldn’t gO to the
Coliseum and | seldom miss a game
at the Paramount. The doors open
at 5:30 and normally I'm the first
one through. I don’t want to miss
any of the action.”” The action at the
Paramount begins with a five-piece
live band on the first balcony. As
one walks in, listening to the music,
immediately to the left number of

concession stands; everything from
Italian pizza to Chinese stir-fried
food. The early arrivals are milling
around the food stands and cocktail
bars conveniently located through-
out the building. If one didn’t know
better, he would think that Leon-
ard Hearns championship fight was
about to be vicwed.

At 7:00 o'clock when the pre-
game show starts, the seats begin to
fill-up. By 7:15, the capacity crowd
of 2974 were seated, listening intent-
ly to every word Dave Twardzik and
Bill Schonely had to say. The noise
level is extremely high, but is com-
pensated by the audio volume being
about two decibels higher than
normal. Was simply shocked to see
two-thousand-odd Paramount fans
rise to the playing of the National
Anthem being played at the
Coliseum. This proves what | have
long believed. The Paramount
crowd is only an extension of the

Blazermania at the Paramount

Coliseum.

The thirty-second clock, score-
board and portable basket brought
in for the half-time hoop-shoot fur-
ther enhanced this belicf. *‘I love
this place,”’ yelled ag excited fan.
““Things are livelier here than at the
Coliseum.”” Which only meant that
the booze flows more freely and that
there are fewer people to contend

with when leaving. The General
Electric equipment supplied one of
the better closed-circuit pictures that
I have witnessed. After reviewing
the entire show, I can easily see why
somp people would prefer the Para-
mount. It was particularly interest-
ing during half-time when the cam-
eras went into both team huddles
and allowed you to see and hear
cach coach mapping out his strate-
gY. And you know, it really didn’t
matter that the Blazers blew the
game. It was a good show.

Calvin Murphy, the Rockets’
mini-guard who has scored close to
20,000 points himself feels that El-
vin Hayes had no easy road to the
points and he explained what he
meant,

““Elvin has played against Wilt,
Bill Russell, Zelmo Beaty, Kareem,
Walt Bellamy, Willis Reed, Bob
Rule, Nat Thurmond, and all of the
other big boys of the game,'’ he
said. *'E has gone up against some
tough guys over the years and |
think it's great that he has been sc
successful. He's always been a pre-
mier player to me and | guess he
showed them again tonight. I'm
happy for him."" Hayes scored 21
against the Blazers and Murphy
added 25 to Moses Malone's 34
points.

Hayes, a 1968 graduate of the
University of Houston started his
N.B.A career in San Diego and was
later traded to Houston and Wash-
ington, On June 8, 1981, Hayes was
traded back to Houston for two
second-round draft choices and says
that he loves being back in the
Longhorn state of Texas.

“It's a great feeling to be back,"’
he said. "*By far, moving back to
Houston was one of the best things
to happen to me and it feels like |
never left here. | enjoy it very
much."

IThough known as an excellent
scorer over the years, Elvin has
modified his role with the Rockets
since they have so many guys on the
team who can. Coming into the Bla-
zer game, Hayes sported a career
low 13.5 scoring clip with a season
high of thirty.

"“Basically, my role is to play de-
fense and help Moses on the
boards,”" he said. *‘l set a lot of
picks, provide leadership, and | help
to keep the game under control. We
have so much talent on this team
and it is important for everyone to
do their job."

When questioned about what is
left for him to accomplish in the
N.B.A_, the five-time N.B.A. All-
Star and member of the Washington
Bullet Championship team in 1978
says there is only one more thing to
accomplish.

“*I want another championship,”’
he said. “*The first one was so sweet
and | would like to experience it
again. Physically, I'm able to bang
around for a couple of more years
and that's enough time to do it. We
have a good team here and | think
we can doit,”’

Where Are
You Now...

Lance Alworth ?

“Bumbi" is on the all
time AFL team. He was
all league 7 times; in 3
championship games
with San Diego, Dallas,
He holds NFL records
for pass catches in 98
consecutive games,
most seasons (7) with

1,000 yards. Now 38,
he's in real estate in
San Diego
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‘82 GMC $-15 Pickup

* The small truck with the big
payload.

* Double wall construction,
found in no other small truck

* V6 power available.

* Hightest EPA ratings

* Carries 1500 |b. payload.

* Largest available fusl tank.

* 4000 Ib. trailering package
available.

A REAL TRUCK
Highest EPA (28] 39 Hwy.

‘76 Ford LTD

4 door, VB, outomanic, power iieering,
air, powder blue. Stock #53920

‘77 Chev impala

4 door, VB, outomatic, power steering,

o condihonng, sxtro specol price
wock #3375

‘77 Chevrolet Malibu

4 door, automatic, power stesring. oir
condimoning. Stock #5228

2388
‘2588

‘77 Chrysler Cordoba

ooy b gl '2988

‘77 Pontiac Grand Prix

Gan whingy, VB, air-conditioning, N '2988

wheel, | owner, low miles. Stock # 52880

* TRUCKS -

‘73 Chev. % Ton 4x4
'2688

‘1388

Get ready ‘or winter with this good
four whael drive. Stock 852171
‘76 Joop % V. 4x4

Automatic, power seering, loctory o
condioning extro nece inwlated canopy

Hunting season special. Stock # 30125 .3’88
‘78 006'_. A T. Pickup
T I, *3988

N-tone paint. Low miles. Stock I 9P04B0

‘80 Toyota Long Bed
5688
‘6588

Deluxe 3 speed, axiro low miles
ond nice conopy  Stock ¥ 302798

‘79 GMC A 1. Pickup
Dianal VB

. AUROMaNc, power ng.
| owner, low miles. Stock #90770
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‘82 Pontiac A-6000

family.

gine is standard
* First class fit and finish

Come in and test drive it
this weekend

EPA (28] 42 Hwy.

Fine Used Cars
‘79 Ford Fiesta

4 cylinder, 4 speed, rally
swwnpe Stock 850470

‘78 Ford Futura

‘77 Plymouth Voyager

Van 8 ponenger VB outomahe, power sheering.
i -condihomning, exira nice. Stock #53850

‘79 Mercury Monarch

4 door. 8 cybnder, avtomatc. power sieering, .4488
o condihoning, prefty tu tone blue Stock 52700
‘78 Ford Mustang Ghia

4 cybnder outomane. power ieering,
toctory o condimonng, swnroof,
extra low miles. Stock # 52400

All types of
financing available
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Large enough to
serve you

* The comfort and the ride of a
large luxury car, a tall man
can sit comfortably with his

* Electronic fuel injection en-

* MacPherson strut suspension
* Power rack & pinion steering

{ door. 4 cylinder 4 wpeed. tactory aw <ondhoning, ’3
wire wheel covers, low miles. Stock 251190

‘4688

THEASONG T0u

* Standard fold

seat.

cient.

dard.
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These trucks and cars are built by Americans with you in mind.

HURRY ON DOWN - ALL UNITS ARE PRICED TO SELL

‘82 Pontiac Firebird

* The beauty of a sports car.

* The ride of a sports car.

* The mileage of an import

* Electronic fuel injection en-
gine is standard.

down rear

* MacPherson strut suspension.
* Aerodynamic .34 drag coeffi-

* Reclining bucket seats stan-

EPA 35 Hwy.

‘80 Chevrolet Citation

2 door, & cylinder, automatc, power
seering, ow -condihoming. Stock #5357

‘80 Olds Omega

4 cybnder. 4 speod, sxtra
low mules. Stock #51300

‘4388
‘4988

‘81 Pontiac Grand Prix

V&, economy. sterso cosette
low mules Stock #9080

‘81 VW Rabbit LS

1 door deesel squipped wereo ¢
wort wheels delure interor extro
low miles. Seock 52890

Sedon DeVille Deesel powered and
ottered at on excephonal low prices

‘6988

'7988
‘11,788

All types of
leasing available
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Small enough to

know you

9th & C ¢ Vancouver, Wash. * 693-1481 « 285-0641




