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Sugar Ray Leonard, right, interviews finalists in 
the Budweiser-sponsored Sugar Ray Leonard 
Golden Gloves Gournament. the championships

of which were fought recently in Des Moines. The 
television tournament will be broadcast in more 
than 150 cities coast to coast.
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Amateur boxing booms in U.S.

All types of Financing Available
JUST TAX & LICENSE

DOWN ON APPROVED CREDIT

ON NEW '81 CARS
Across the coun try  last year, 

more than 20,000 boys between the 
ages o f 10-15 slipped on gloves and 
climbed into a ring.

Most o f them were white and 
m iddle class, the products o f o r­
ganized boxing programs sanc­
tioned by this country’s ruling body 
o f  amateur boxing. But the sport 
still has its roots in the ghetto, where 
the action in the ring has always 
been more than just another form of 
childhood recreation and where, o f­
ten, nobody’s sanction is sought.

It begins on troubled corners or 
the hallways o f housing projects. 
They fight to answer a challenge, to 
pass a test, to win their place in the 
pecking order o f youth. Then they 
wander into a gym and turn the sat­
isfaction and skill o f a sport.

L e t’ s set the scene: It is Friday 
night in the c ity , any c ity  in the 
U.S. A . The club is rocking. The 
heavy bags and jum p  ropes have 
been locked away. Rows o f metal 
folding chairs flank the ring, and at 
a nominal fee, usually around 2 or 3 
dollars a head, the neighborhood 
has filed in for some real head-bang­
ing enterta inm ent. Some o f  the 
crowd o f  about 150 people are 
fam ily  and friends o f the boxers; 
others, just partisans o f the ring. 
Tonight, the local talent faces visi­
tors from eastern Oregon.

The gym is located in a building 
that reeks with tradition. The walls 
are adorned with fight posters and 
portraits o f some o f Portland’ s fin ­
est amateurs: “ No smoking”  signs 
are posted, but the crowd ignores 
them; and soon a while haze begins 
to form around the network o f pipes 
that hang low overhead.

As common as these bouts are, 
they are illeg itim a te . Bouts like

these non-sanctioned ones are called
“ smokers”  or bootleg bouts. Often 
at these events there is no doctor at 
ringside, no seasoned referee, and 
no one to insist thast the young 
fighters wear protective headgear. 
Still, it is not these minor infractions 
o f the law, or the g ritty  m ilieu the 
young fighters box in, that concerns 
the people who regulate amateur 
boxing. What troubles them is the 
safety o f the growing boys, the in­
ju ries to which they are exposed. 
Most doctors agree that i f  young 
boys are properly trained, equipped 
and supervised, and i f  their bouts 
are stopped at the first sign o f trou­
ble, the danger o f sustaining a 
serious injury in the ring is minimal. 
Recently, doctors fo r  the U nited 
States Amateur Boxing Federation, 
which sets rules for amateur boxing.
conducted a national survey o f in­
juries over a two-year period, p ri­
m arily involving boxers from ages 
10 to 26.

The survey showed that 78 per 
cent o f the head in juries reported 
were among those fighters who did 
not wear protective headgear. One 
death was reported from heart fail- 
ue, in a teenager with a sickle-cell 
trait that had not been picked up in 
a pre-fight physical.

Even though the survey was based 
on a random survey and involved 
voluntary injuries instead o f a com­
pulsory submission o f records, the 
survey clearly showed that substan­
tia lly  fewer boys suffer serious in ­
juries boxing than comparable 
groups in fo o tb a ll and baseball. 
Still, there is no way to guage the ef­
fect o f repeated poundings over a 
long period on young fighters. Un­
der federation rules fo r  com peti­
tion , 10- and ll-y e a r-o ld s  figh t
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three one-m inute rounds; 12- and
13-year-olds figh t I'A -m inu te  
rounds. For those 16 years o f age 
and older, the time is increased to a 
fu ll three-m inute round. In each 
case, there is a minute’s rest between 
rounds.

Some trainees pace their boxers, 
a llow ing them to box only once a 
month or less, but it is not uncom­
mon for a 15-year-old who has been 
fighting for five years in both boot­
leg and sanctioned bouts to have 300 
fights to his credit. At this rate psy­
chogenic effects, the loss o f memory 
and learning disabilities could take 
place in 10 or 15 years. '  *

These young gladiators sweat and 
toil endlessly, and some even dream 
o f one day becoming a Sugar Ray 
Leonard or a Larry Holmes.

The dream o f  becoming cham­
pion could hurt them; let us hope 
that negligence in the ring never 
will.
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AFL Playoffs
Cincinnate vs. San Diego

What can the A FL do for an en­
core? They’ ve already provided us 
with more thrills than one can imag­
ine. San Diego is the pick here to de­
rail the Gengals. Dan Fouts should 
find enough holes in the Bengal sec­
ondary to provide v ic to ry . Take 
Chargers by 3 points.

NFL

San Francisco is on a ro ll. Tony 
Dorsett says he’s happy to be play­
ing forty-n iners. Ronnie Lott says 
his team can’ t make the same mis­
takes against Dallas as they did 
against the Giants. Lo tt and 49ers 
should prevail.

San Francisco’ s soggy track 
should slow down the speedy Dor­
sett. Take forty-niners by 6. Super 
Bowl should be San Diego and San 
Francisco for the championship o f 
California.

Dalias

E. & R. Bookkeeping  
& Taxes. Inc.

8535 N. Lombard •  286 4061 
We specialize in taxes.

FRESH USED CARS & TRUCKS 
'76  Ford LTD

door V8 automatic 
power steering oir pow  
der blue Stock » 5 3 9 2 0

'74  Buick Electra
looded ond the cleanest 

I Buick m town Stock 
» 5 3 7 4 0

I'77 Chev Impala
door V8 autom atic. 

power steering oir condi 
I honing e x tra  special

price Stock 8  53750

I'75  Datsvn B710
door 4 cylinder 4 

speed e .tra  economy 
Stock » 5 0 7 7 1

51388
$ 'sovO£

$2388

'79 Mercury Monarch
4 door 6 cylinder auto 
mafic power steering air 
conditonmg pretty tu tone 
blue Stock » 5 7 7 0 0

'78 Ford Mustang Ghia
4 cylinder au to m ate .
power steering. factory 
art conditioning cum oof. 
extra low miles Stock 
«  52400

$4488

'80  Chevrolet Citation
7 door 6 cylinder auto  
matte power steering oir 
c o n d it io n in g  S to ck  
» 5 3 5 7 1

*4688

*4388 
*49881

'81 Pontiac Grand Prix

*69881

? S ° V? - Ä  '80  Olds Ornese
4 « linder 4 f« f tn

'77 Chevrolet Malibu

*2588

• ylinder 4 speed, entra 
low mile. Stock » 5 1 3 0 0

14 door automatic power 
I steeing air conditioning 

Stock » 5 2 28 1

'77 Chrysler Cordoba
Beautiful red with white 

I top e«ta íleon Stock 
» 5 1 4 6 0

V6 economy stereo cos 
sette low miles Stock 
» 9 0 8 3 0

*2988
'77 Pantiac Grand Prix

*2988
IG oc  Stingy V8 air cond 
I tionmg tilt wheel. 1 
I owner low milec Stock 

» 5 2 8 8 0

'79 Ford Fiesta
I 4 cylinder, 4 speed rally 
I stripe Stock » 5 0 4 7 0

'78 Ford Futura
12 door 4 cylinder 4 
I speed factory air condì 
I tionmg wire wheel covers,
I low miles Stork » 5 1 1 9 0

'77 Plymouth Voyager
I Von 8 passenger. V8 

I automatic, power steering 
lo ir  conditioning, exto P 
I Stock » 5 3 8 5 0

'81 Cadillac
I Sedan DeVillr- D m- »1 
I powered and offered  at 
I an exceptional low pnce

'81 VW Rabbit IS
2 door, diecel equipped, 
d e re o  coccette eport 
wheels deluxe interior 
extra low milec Stock 
« 5 2 8 9 0

TRUCKS
*7988

*3388

*3388

>4288

*11,788
'79  GMC >/i T. PU
Diesel V8, autom atic  
power steering I owner 
low miles Stork » 9 0 7 7 0

Large enough to 

serve you

'73 Chev. J/< ton 4x4
G et ready for winter with
this good four wheel
drive Stock » 5 2 1 7 1

'76  Jeep ’/« T. 4x4
Automatic powe steer 
inq factory air ronditior. 
ing extra nice insulated 
canopy Hunting season 
special Stork » 5 0 1 2 5

$2688

*39881
'78 Dodge ’/j T. Pickup

*39881
Automaitc power steer 
ing spec idi tu tone paint 
low  miles Stock » 9 0 6 8 0

'80 Toyota Long Bed
Deluxe 5 speed, extra low  
miles and nice canopy 
Stork » 5 0 2 9 8

*6588
'  Vehicles m o y  d iffe r s lightly  from  a c tu a l illu s tra tio n  s how n

OPEN SUNDAY 11-5

*5688

Small enough to 
know you
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