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Portland Public Schools may feel 
the Black United Front is blaming it 
for oil the problems resulting from  
centuries o f racism. We do not. But 
we do see public education  being 
one institution capable o f providing 
Black children with skills that would 
at least give them a chance to  
achieve some victories in their life ­
long battle against all forms o f  ra ­
cism.

P o rtlan d  schools ra il th is task 
miserably. Instead o f being a vehicle 
o f hope they join every other institu­
tion that stifles, maims and destroys 
Black children. A Black Enterprise  
September editorial describes this as 
“ A Case o f M u rd er By N eg lec t.”  
‘ ‘ M urder is not too strong a word. 
N o, unless you believe there is no 
connection between the fa ilu re  o f  
our schools and the fa ilu re  o f  so 
many o f our young people to enter 
the economic mainstream. The fact 
that violence (m urder and suicide) 
is the m ajor cause o f death among 
Black youth has much to do with the 
fate to which they are consigned as 
victims o f racial and economic in ­
justice. Our unavoidable premise is 
tha, decent schools are the exception

for Black children. For every Black 
child fortunate enough to obtain ac­
cess to a quality education, dozens 
o f other are condem ned to attend  
educationa l in s titu tio n s  that are 
h o rrify in g  to o b s e rv e ., . These 
words were not written in an anar­
chist manual but in a sober, moder­
ate, responsible business publication 
read p rim arily  by m iddle- and up­
per-income Black people.

The latest achievement scores re­
veal again that P o rtla n d  P ub lic  
Schools continue to perpetuate  
“ M urder By N eglect.”  Schools in 
the B lack co m m u n ity  once again  
have scored lowest on the test: 
nothing changes except the faces o f  
the young victims. The latest statis­
tics on suspensions and expulsions 
again show Black children receiving 
these form s o f  punishm ent in far 
higher percentages than white chil­
dren . Last year Jefferson  H igh  
School expelled nine students, eight 
o f (hem  B lack; it suspended one 
hundred and one students, seventy- 
four o f whom were Black; it began 
this school year expelling eight stu­
dents— one white, one Chicano, five 
Black students. This school is barely

50 per cent Black and its statistics 
were not the worst in the d is t r ic t -  
check out O rant and W ashington- 
Monroe.

W hite apologists and misled Ne­
groes are quick to say Black children 
do p oo rly  in school because they  
come from  " lo w  socio-econom ic  
families and com m unities.”  Sweet 
tr ick , blame the victim  for being a 
v ic tim . This  is a bunch o f  d o -do . 
Education has always been prized in 
the B lack co m m unity ; during  
slavery we tried to learn reading and 
writing even with the painful know­
ledge that discovery by white people 
would cause us to receive the most 
pain fu l forms o f  to rture  and m ur­
der. O ur shackled ancestors were so 
hungry for education that all slave­
holding states passed laws that made 
it illegal to teach Black people read­
ing and w ritin g . A fte r  slavery we 
rushed to schools that were estab­
lished during reconstruction and did 
well. This is utterly amazing— peo­
ple who were brutalized in the worst 
ways to drive ou, the desire for edu­
cation, held tight to this notion and 
when given a chance literally ran to 
schools. W hat "socio-econom ic”

O V?

background is low er than chatte l 
slavery?

Black children today who can ’ t 
read and w rite  come fro m  homes 
where their grandparents read, write 
and do math better than they. The  
grandparents fo r the most part are 
products o f the so-called in fe rio r, 
all-B lack schools in the South. W e  
learned at those schools because we 
had Black s ta ff  that believed  we 
could learn, insisted  we learn and  
taught us what it meant to be Black 
in a white racist society. Black peo­
ple never have accepted the  
proposition that being poor equals 
being dum b; this theory is racism  
with a little polish on it.

B lack parents and co m m u n ity  
m em bers, i f  this h o rro r w ill be 
changed we have to do it. W e must 
become m ore concerned and in ­
volved w ith  our ch ild ren ’ s educa­
tion. W e send our children to these 
schools know ing how p oo r the  
schools are and we do very little  to 
change the schools. I f  we take our 
clothes to the cleaners and the clean­
ers messes them up we will raise hell 
and make sure that doesn't happen 
again. D o n ’ t we owe at least that 
much concern to our children?
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Some strange inconsistencies are 

coming to light from  the country o f 
South A frica . There ’ s even a fa in , 
glimmer o f hope. . .  very fa in ,. . .  in 
the areas o f sports and education. 
R acially mixed sporting events are 
gradually creeping onto some o f the 
playing Fields.

U ntil only recently, mixed play in 
south A frica  usually meant an all- 
Black team playing against an all 
w hite team , bu, there are a few  
teams which include whites. Blacks 
and C oloreds (people o f  m ixed  
race).

This m ixing is going on despite 
the o ffic ia l government line against 
mixing.

Some g o lf clubs allow Blacks to  
play regularly  as visitors bu, deny 
them full membership.

One group o f Colored golfers has 
been playing regularly at the exclu­
sive Royal Cape G o lf Club in Cape­
town for a long time. They challen­
ged government policy, demanding 
full membership.

They go, a quick reply from  the 
club’ s captain. It said, " I  regret to 
in form  you that in view o f prevail­
ing circumstances beyond our con­
trol, the committee and I are at pre­
sent unable to contemplate opening 
m em bership o f  this club to all 
races.”

That rebuke came at a most inop­
portune time for the administrators 
o f South A fric a n  sports, who had 
been announcing to the world that 
racial d iscrim ination  in sport in 
South A frica had disappeared.

Y o u 'll recall this was the message 
o f the Springboks rugby team which 
recently toured several parts o f the 
world Including parts o f the United  
States.

Even in South A fr ic a  there is 
room for controversy and the d iffer­
ence between what was being said 
and what was actua lly  happening  
caused governm ent critics to state 
that the racially mixed sport which 
does exist is simply window dress­
ing. Some similar clubs agreed with

the Royal Cape club saying if  Blacks 
were allowed as members, the clubs 
would be breaking the law.

H ow ever, the chairm an o f  
another g o lf club in Cape T ow n , 
R aym ond A ckerm an , charged  
Royal Cape was hiding behind the 
law to keep the club all white. His  
club has had Blacks as full members 
fo r three years and he says there  
never has been any problem with the 
law.

Then D r. Gerrit V i,jeon, minister 
o f national education who is also re­
sponsible for sporting matters said 
there was no reason for clubs not to 
accept Black members. He indicated 
tha, the clubs should regard them ­
selves as exempt from  the race laws 
that prevent race m ix ing . W h at's  
more, he promised tha, these laws 
would be changed anyway.

South A frica also has a policy o f  
separation o f the races in higher 
education. There are separate col­
leges fo r Blacks, W hites , Indians  
and Coloreds. But university o f f i ­

cials have increasingly urged less 
governm ent-forced segregation at 
the college level.

The numbers o f Blacks attending 
non-Black universities doubled be­
tween 1977 and 1980. But the prac­
tice remains subject to government 
discretion. The o ffic ia l criteria for 
allowing a Black into a white univer­
sity is the inability o f the student to 
find classes necessary for a particu­
lar field  o f  v u d y  at the university  
catering to his or her own racial 
group.

The D epartm ent o f  E ducation  
and Training is opening a new uni­
versity for Black urban youth called 
Vista.

C ritics  o f  V ista say Blacks need 
greatly expanded educational op ­
portunities, bu, they say those needs 
could be effectively me, at a much 
lower cos, by existing institutions i f  
racial barriers were removed.

So, who knows, maybe budgetary 
considerations may lead to college 
integration. Strange country, South 
Africa.

Q. There has been a lot in the 
news recently about delegates to the 
White House Conference on Aging 
beirfg polled about their political

views. Do you think this will have a 
negative impact on the conference?

A. I sincerely hope no,. I think it ’s 
nothing short o f a tragedy that this
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEED WORKSHOPS

|The Bureau of Community Development will host a series of workshops 
rhich will be held in low and moderate income (HCDI neighborhoods to

Idiscuss neighborhood needs and priorities, and the potential use of federal 
ICommunity Development Block Gran, funds to meet some of those needs.

I City Bureau representatives will be at these workshops to discuss your im 
Iprovemen, needs in more detail. You will have an opportunity to express 
I your ideas and concerns. If you live in a neighborhood listed below, you are 
|encouraged to attend your HCD neighborhood workshop.

NORTHEAST: (King, Vernon, Sabin, Boise, Eliot, Humboldt,
Concordia, Tuesday, November 3, King Facility, 
4815 NE 7th Avenue, 7:30 p.m.

NORTH: (NPCC, St. Johns, Portsmouth, Kenton) Thursday,
November 5, Kenton Firehouse, 8105 N. Brandon, 
7:30p.m.

SOUTHEAST: (Buckman, Kerns, Brooklyn, Richmond, Sunnyside,
Hosford Abernathy, Sellwood Moreland, Creston 
Kenilworth, Foster Powell, Lents, Tuesday, 
November 17, St. Ignatius Church Cafeteria, 3400 
SE43rd, 7:30p.m.

ZEST: (Downtown, Burnside, Northwest, Goose Hollow,
Lair Hill, Thursday, November 19, First 
Congregational Church, 1126 SW  Park Avenue. 
7:30p.m.

| For more information call Connie Lively-Trudeau at 248 5353.

Charles E. Olson 
HCD Program Manager

trad itio n a lly  bipartisan e ffo rt has 
become a political football.

The W hite House Conference on 
A ging on ly  comes around once 
every 10 years. I t ’s intended to serve 
as a fo rum  in w hich partic ipan ts  
from all over the country can come 
up with cost-effective and innovat­
ive solutions to the problems o f the 
aged. It has always been conducted 
in the best spirit o f bipartisanship—  
and m utual concern fo r the p rob ­
lems and needs o f the aged.

W ith  programs for the aged still 
reeling from  the severe blows dealt 
them during the budget cutting pro­
cess, the need for this kind o f a non­
po litica l brainstorm ing session is 
greater than ever before. I think it's 
critical that we do all in our power 
to put this shameful a ffa ir behind us 
and get on with the business o f put­
ting together a b ip artisan  forum  
that w ill come up w ith  innovative  
solutions that will stand us in good 
stead for the next decade.

Q. This week you introduced a 
bill which you said would reduce 
costs and cut paperwork fo r  cities 
and other recipients o f  federal 
grants. How does this bill work?

A. In essence wha, it does is limit 
the number o f audits state and local 
governments and other federal grant 
recipients are subjected to each 
year. It also streamlines the process 
for those audits.

C urrently , local entities arc sub­
jected to audits annually from each 
agency from which they gel federal 

assistance. For example, the City o f 
Portland expects to undergo 25 sep­
arate audits during the upcoming

fiscal year.
The im pact in terms o f  cos, and 

staff tim e is astonishing. Since last 
January, Portland has expended 361 
man days, or about 2 ,888  hours, 
working on audits for various feder­
al grants. The city expects to spend 
some S I20,000 this year on federal 
audits.

I think this is an idea whose time 
has come; in fact, I'm  dum bfound­
ed that no one has pushed it sooner. 
At a time when we're having a hard 
tim e m aking  ends m eet, we ju s , 
can’ , tolerate regulations which re­
sult in such blatant waste.

Q. You also announced the re­
sults o f  a three- vear study in Oregon 
which you said shows it is possible 
to improve health care delivery for  
the elderly and still save money. Can 
you explain?

A. This study, conducted by Blue 
Cross o f  O regon, looked in to  the 
im plications o f  rem oving the cu r­
rent requirement that Medicare ben­
efic ia ries  spend three days in the 
hospital before becoming elig ib le  
for skilled nursing facility benefits.

I introduced a bill earlier this year 
to elim inate that requirem ent, and 
I'm  delighted to announce tha, the 
study’s results supported that move. 
The study showed a savings o f  
$182,000.

But beyond that, removing the re­
quirem ent may litera lly  save lives.
It is a well-known fact that unneces­
sary moves may lead to transfer  
traum a and death among weak, el­
derly patients. W ith the elimination  
o f this requirement, at least some o f 
these unnecessary moves may be 
eliminated.
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Mrs. Ann Woods is manager of the housekeeping 
department at the Newberg Community Hospital in 
Newberg, heading a staff of ten.

Mrs. Woods is a form er pre-school teacher and 
served as community coordinator for Santa Rosa City 
Schools, where she was liaison between parents and 
the school system.

Her hobbies include sewing and working with pre­
school education, as well as church work. She attends 
Marnatha Church.

Mrs. Woods is the mother of six children.
A native of Milan, Tennessee, she moved to the West 

19 years ago. She also is a licensed beautician.
The Observer welcomes Mrs. Woods to the 

community.
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