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Sports Talk
by Ron Sykes, Sports Editor

The honey 
was tempting, but

Baseball today.. .  football tomor­
row. A strike is imminent.

The term "free agent" is mislead­
ing. And it’s the free that causes 
concern. As all followers o f profes­
sional sports know by now, free 
agents do not come free. They cost 
mucho dough. And also, in most 
cases, they cost com p en sa tio n -  
compensation in the form o f money 
or other players. M urray  Chass 
writes that it is the teams, however, 
that view the “ free”  in free agent 
from that angle. Players in the NFL  
see the problem in another light. To 
them, the “ free”  doesn’t belong in 
free agents because free agents in 
the NFL really aren’t free to go any­
where. The N FL ’s free-agent system 
is worse, for players, than any of the 
other four m ajor team sports. 
Walter Payton, the Chicago Bears 
all-everything running back, and 
undoubtedly the best RB in the 
N FL, is a good case in point. Pay- 
ton declared his free agency this 
year and not one team was interest­
ed. Why?

O kay, share the wealth is good 
enough reason. The last time N FL  
players entered into labor negotia­
tions with their employers their war- 
cry was "freedom .’ ’ They felt op­
pressed by the then-existing free- 
agent rule and wanted a new rule, 
one which would give them signifi­
cant freedom of movement.

They were told when they ratified 
the new agreement, that they had 
won that kind o f movement, but 
soon found out d ifferently . Some 
players still can be heard screaming 
for legitimate free agency; the battle 
cry this time around is "share the 
wealth.”

And therein lies the problem. 
Share the wealth. The players hope 
that owners will share some of that 
incredible wealth with them; but 
what is real is that owners only share 
with each other.

What has happened to free-agcn-

cy? Ed Garvey, the players* union 
boss, says the team have ignored the 
free agents, even such stars as Vince 
Ferragamo and Payton, because 
they're not interested in winning. 
N FL teams already make about as 
much money as they can and win­
ning wouldn't bring in enough addi­
tional revenue to cover the cost o f 
expensive free agents. So why sign 
free agents?

Other people contend that the 
asking price is too high. D ra ft 
choices in football, they point out, 
are too critical to give away even for 
star free-agents.

W hatever reason you buy, free 
agents just don’t have much chance 
o f leaving teams. Let’s look at the 
results of the 1980 crop o f free agen­
ts. O f  131 players who were free 
agents and thus eligible to move to 
other teams, only seven actually did 
change teams. And none o f the sev­
en who moved did so for compensa­
tion. In  fact, only one player has 
moved for compensation in five  
years. Salaries o f the players who 
changed teams in 1980 were in ­
creased from an average o f $55,000 
to $71,000, a 29 per cent increase. 
Salaries of the re-signed players rose 
a paltry 30 per cent, from an aver­
age o f $71,000 to $96,000. These 
figures pale when placed alongside 
the salaries won in recent years by 
baseball players due to free-agency.
I f  there is one thing threatening the 
attractiveness o f the N F L , it ’s the 
desire on the part o f some officials 
and owners to have a perfectly bal­
anced league, one in which every 
team has a chance to wind up at 
.500. The d ra ft has helped create 
that possibility. Free agency it its 
real form could counter it, prevent it 
from happening.

NFL owners are complacent, fat 
and wealthy. And for this reason 
they will probably encounter a strike 
next football season.

Michigan’s Wolverines just may 
have the best offensive line around. 
To give you an idea about M ich i­
gan’s line, there are these two tack­
les. Michigan uses the term "quick  
tack le"  for Bubba Paris, and 
"strong tackle" for Ed Muransky. 
Paris is 6 -foot-7  and weighs 270. 
That’s quick and not strong? Well, 
M uransky is 6-7 and weighs 275. 
And these little people are joined by 
Kurt Becker (6-6  and 260) at one 
guard and Center Tom Dixon, 6-5 
and 250. Michigan’s favorite hunt­
ing ground is the state o f Florida, 
where all this talent was found.

Go South, Rich Brooks, go 
South. And not California.

You probably know about M ar­
cus Allen, the USC tailback who be­
comes eligible for the pros in 1982.
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Paul and Ganava Knawls celabrata their 16th w adding anniversary 
w ith  a visit to Portage Glacier near Anchorage, Alaske.

You should know about Trymaine  
Johnson, a wide receiver out o f 
Grambling.

Said one scout, "Anthony Carter 
(o f Michigan] may be great but he 
couldn’ t carry Johnson’ s jock. 
Comparing Carter to Johnson is like 
comparing Walter Payton to Archie 
G riffin ."

Trojans should stay No. 1. I f  you 
thought the OSU vs. Minnesota was 
a comedy, then this week’s Trojan  
vs Beavers should be a three-ring  
circus. USC by a landslide.

Where is he now: Gale Sayers. 
Until this September, Sayers served 
as athletic director at Southern Illi­
nois University in Carbondale. 
Since then he has opened a public 
relations office in Chicago and has 
taken on some special projects for 
the Chicago Sun-Times newspaper.
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When
heard about 
1981 Weight 
Watchers 
Food Plans, 
our classes 
attracted 
lots of 
honey 
lovers, 
popcorn
poppers, and peanut butter 
nuts! Then people discovered 
something even more irresist 
ible about Weight Watchers 
Other people They found 
that Weight Watchers mem­
bers really cared And it was 
so much easier to lose weight 
when they weren't doing it 
alone

Together, at weekly classes.

WEIGHT
WATCHERS

The most successful weight lot* program in the world

Join Any Class Anytime

North Portland
Carpenters’ Halt 

232E N Lombard St. (at Brandon) 
Mon. 7:00 pm
Thurs. 9 : »  am

Emanuel Hospital 
2801 N. Gantanbein 

Emanuel East, Room 2001 
(Nursing Home)

Thurs. 7:00 pm

for information call collect Portland (503) 297 1021, weekdays 8 30-6:00

© Au’r»w«\ Ird I bij ' d»’ • id fhr t'eitr**vMfk

we can teach you how 
to enjoy lots of your 

favorite foods 
(within limits' 

and still lose 
weight We 

can help 
you turn 
your bad 

eating 
habits

into good ones Join us today 
The fabulous 1981 Food 
Plans are waiting along 

with a lot of friendly people

It s easier 
to lose weight 

when you re not 
doing it alone.

Fellowship Baptist Church 
4737 N Lombard St.

Tue«. 7:00pm

Northeast Portland

Mon. 9:30 am ft 7:00 pm
Tue«. 9:30 am b  7 pm
Wed. 7:00 pm
Thur». 7:00 pm
Fri. 9:30 am

(Marantha Church)
122 N.E. Skidmore

Sat 9:30 am

SAVE 25%
on all-season radiais

Sears
U/eat h e r  Wise. C om puter designed tread  
for great grip on  w et. dry snow, re  Low  
rolling resistance helps save fuel Two steel 
bells for strength and long w ear
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Reg. price w ill be 
$49.99 w ith  trade-in  
after O ct. 10

SAVE S1O
In troductory sale 
Sears 40 battery

3 9 "w /trad e-l

SuperGuard  
steel-belted rad ia l

Closeout Hurry, quantities are limited 
Two steel belts for strength and lonq 
tire mileage
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Pre-Season snow  tires  
S u p erG u ard  XST a

2  5  °/o OFF u o a d H a n d le r  Ice S n o w
CLOSEOUT 20% OFF

SAVE >6
H eavy-duty

laundry
detergent
2, 24 -lb  boxes 
Regular 127 98

2 1 "
Our low-sudsing heavy- 
duty formula removes 
more soil than the na­
tion's leading deter­
gent

SO 70*30 OFF
Indash A M /FM -stereo  w ith  D olby  

system and cassette p layer

Regular
$199.99 169”

O u r finest D o lb y * n o n e reduction system reduces 
n o n e  on D olby tapes and F M  Autom atic reverse 
fe a tu re  4 w a y  speaker ba lan ce  Locking fast 
fo rw ard  and rew in d  Separate bass and treble con 
trois Locahdisrdnt switch im proves f M  

$10 OFF Jensen 6x9  C oaxial car 
speakers. Regular $ 59.99, 5 0 0 6 1 4 9 .9 9

Sears Spectrum  
ÎOW-3O M ileage  o il

R egular w  ,n
1 1 .5»  I ; "
Sean Spectrum
dual a ir  filte r  

I Reg .S4.49 3 49

V A LU E  Economy pack 
of 4 ligh t bulbs

39764 84 94

Choree of 60, 75 or 
100-w an  4 bulbs 
per pack

w/tradr-ln  
Installation 
Included

A battery value w ith  excellent starting power 380 amps 
/  cold cranking power. 85 minutes reverse capacity 
' Group 24 For most American-made cars and many ,m-

ports 1

BUY TO D A Y  and SAVE S10

SAVE »5
SteadyRIder® RT 

rad ial-tuned shocks

1299
Helps smooth ride w ith  
radial, bias ply, high pressure 
tires For most American- 
made cars, many imports

$44.99 Booster shocks............................ oe
$64.99 A ir adjustable shocks................. JJ .JJ  ¡ £

F*pert shock Installation available

M u z z ie r ’ m u H le r
In tta lle d . tom e  
paru m ay be 
ad d itio n a l

24»»

Brake Job for 
disc or drum systems

New  master cylinder, power „  
booster, brake lines, drums/ I ? 9
rotors are extra if needed $  O  
For most American-made 4M 
cars

N o t a t a ll « to r t i Call tor in fo rm a l ion

Regular separate  
prices to ta l 
>89 99

Four stainless steel cubing discs, 
including French cutting disc, 
mixing blade

S A V E  *2 5  on 7-speed 
food processor. Ice crusher

_  SAVE »12 on
»I Corning W are" set

6499 4=51
Regular separate prices 

to ta l >52 46

39”
H pc set in Spice O  
Life design Handy*

You can 
count on Sears
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