Grassroot News, N. W.—What's
good for the Big Three car com-
panies is supposed to be good for
the lot of us. The bail-out of oné of
these car companies in Jimmy's last
term avoided the turmoil of mass
unemployment and layoffs. Accord-
ing to Al McGilberry, a sales and
leasing representative of Cadillac,
Pontiac and GMC cars, the auto-
mobile industry is directly tied into
the economy. *‘For some reason the
Big Three took their time in produc-
ing the low-fuel consumption cars
that the Japanese, French and Ger-
man manufacturers excelled in. Be-
cause of the gas-saving situation
people bought foreign cars and the
big three had to go 360 degrees.
Now we can compete with our ac-
ross-the-sea competitor. What took
so much time was the realization of
the importance of saving money for

gas.

For years the marketing cam-
paigns geared the American con-
sumer toward four-door gas hogs
but as the price of gasoline moved
over and above the $1.40 mark the
utility of a long car soon dimin-
ished. ‘‘Sometimes old habits are
hard to break and just because they
say they’re managers they may not
do the best for their company at that
time. It will take millions of dollars
to make that change-over, with the
stockholders wanting more money.
They didn’t do it and now they're in
a situation where the foreign market
takes up to 40 per cent of the home
market. The Big Three are playing
catch-up and trying to bring the
money back to America."’

McGilberry started out as a teach-
er in New York and was introduced
to car dealershipping through a
summer job. Nothing in this busi-

Future is bright
in car business

L

ness surprised him and he expected
the Government to bail out one of
the Big Three. ‘‘Industry and the
Government are all tied in together.
If it had been a small company they
would have let them go bankrupt.
But we are dealing with a national as
well as an international market.
.There were too many people em-
ployed and too much money to let
the company go down.

Among the other problems that
the car business has to drive out of is
one of high interest rates. ‘‘The
Government continues to borrow
money and the lenders are making it
higher and costlier to get money.
That is one reason that interest rates
are as high as they are. When you
and | are ready to buy an automo-
bile we have to pay from 18 to 20
per cent interest, The interest rates
may go down in the next couple of
years but it will never go down to
the 5 and 6 per cent we once knew.”’

McGilberry is one of the few
Blacks in management in northwest
car sales and has encountered ra-
cism in the mostly all-white indus-
try. ‘I worked myself up from a car
salesman to a general manager and
gained a master’s degree in business.
When | came to Portland, Pontiac
wanted to put me in a store in Port-
land. They called Mike Salta, who
didn’t want to-hire a Black man as a
salesman. They seem to find, many
other businesses, that they didn’t
want Black in those jobs that are the
economic crust of this country. The
automobile business has yet to em-
brace Blacks in the management
level.”

And with this limit McGilberry
has raced through and established
himself qualified enough to assist
others in making the second biggest
purchase of their lifetime, a car.

Al McGilberry poses with new line of cadillacs at Bill Copp's in
Vancouver, (Photo: Richard J. Brown)

Cadillac » Pontiac ®* GMC Truck

9th C » Vancouver, Wash. 693-1481 « 286-0641

Before you buy a car, check our prices
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'HOWTO GET BETTER MILEAGE
FROM YOUR CAR...

. [Don't let the engine idle |
more than 30 seconds.

% -

And when buymg. don’t
forget the fuel economy
| label is part of the pr:ce
tag, too. »

J[(;!bey the 55 rr_lnph speed
limit.

For a free booklet with more easy
energy-saving tips, write “Energy,”
Box 62, Oak Ridge, TN 27830,

WE'RE
HERETO
HELP

YOU!

Qh

WENDELL BROWN
Sales Represeniative

1&\

ALAN MOLDEN
Sales Representative

Expert consultation on your transportation
needs on both new and used cars.

RON TONKIN

CHEVROLET-HONDA CO
122 N.E. 122nd Ave.

"THE ONLY DEAL[R

BILL COPPS INC.

PONTIAC - CADILLAC » GMC TRUCKS

CLEARANCE SALE |

Must make room for '82’s over 150 1o choose

)

See Al McGilberry rices
ﬁefore you buy a car check our p |
FINE USED CARS — TRUCKS
v 51188 it st 3988 :‘:.;:..i:“ o 3988 OVER
78 Fiat X19 Convertible '79 Ford Fairmont Ty INVO'CE

4 door, 4 cylinder, automatic, power
eerning, arr-condioning. | owner Stock 30170

'77 Dedge ' T. 4x4

Specal War Lord packoge, wpecial
snping. gold spoke wheels
Stock Wa7410

TYGMCAT. PV

4 cylinder economy Sporty 4 wpeed tronsmnsion
Champagne gold Stock No 51480

4988 3988

2188

By

4688

Dealer to retain the
factory hold back.
Locally added options

'74 YW Dasher

4 door, 4 cylinder, 4 speed,
great sconomy Stock B 48900

- s
-

77 Ford Mustang

Auto P.S. Pop Top Sunroof

Stock /51880 . . .. e V8 e pown s 8 " |
'77 Mazdea 6LC Coupe $ 2 988 ‘77 Datsun B210 Hatchback Stock #9770 658 Actual factory invoice
Promy metclic bie, sporh iriping, 4cyl dapeed, available, on request.
avtomanc. | Srock #50800 low miles. Stock /51880 .. . $2988 79 GMC %-ton Not all cars sell for

retail price.

3288 33788 $6988 *All 1981 Model:
i Cadillac, Grand Prix, Firebirds,

,,, op en sun d cy I ' = 5 Phoenix, Lemans, Bonnevilles, and

GMC Trucks. Hurry while they last.
Large enough to

Small enough to
serve yov know you

'79 Ford Fiesta

4 cylinder, 4 wpeed, losol cor

'77 Ford Pinteo Wagon

4 cyhnder ahe . o -condit
beat the wmmer heat Stock ‘4!1'9?

v-8 Auto P.S. Air Cond.
Heavy Duty squipment. Stock #91030 . . .

oxtro low miles. Stock # 50470

9th & C * Vancouver, Wash. ¢ Pontiac ®* GMC Truck ¢ 693-1481¢ 285-0541




