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Young people enjoy a puppet show at a com­

munity picnic sponsored by ths Piedmont and
Humboldt Neighborhood Associations.
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Atiyeh honors Shamsud-Din
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Oov. and M rs . V ic  A tiye h  w ill 
host a reception  hon o ring  Isaac  
Sham sud-Din Tuesday, August 25, 
fro m  3 :3 0 -4 :3 0  in the g o v e rn o r’s 
ceremonial office.

An exhibition o f 12 paintings and 
drawings by the P ortland artist are 
on d isplay in the g o vern o r’s State  
Capitol office in Salem. The works 
on display include pencil drawings, 
pen and ink drawings, oil paintings, 
gouache paintings (this is a form  o f 
painting using opaque watercolors) 
and mixed-media artwork.

Shamsud-Din began his career as 
an artis t at age e ig h t, when he 
illustrated a slide show in school. He  
now spends from  14-18 hours a day 
on a rtw o rk , w orking  in wood car­
ving, ceramics, and silk-screening in 
a d d itio n  to  the w orks m entioned  
above.

Sham sud-D in  said in describing  
his w ork that he is ’ ’ a tta ck in g  
sp iritu a l genocide by p roducing  
images worthy o f being called Black 
im ag e s .”  H e exp la in ed  that 
’ ’ sp iritua l genocide happens when 
the necessary avenues fo r grow th  
arc cut o f f .  This society does not 
permit this growth among African-

A m erican  p e o p le .”  S ham sud-D in  
said one purpose o f  his art is “ to  
allow people to have a dialogue with 
them selves by re fle c tin g  and  
illum inating  their sp irit, ideas, and 
mode o f thought.”

S h am s u d -D in  has been the  
featured artist in one-man shows in­
cluding  exhib its at the N orthw est 
Artists’ W orkshop, Lewis and Clark  
College, Portland State University, 
and the A lb in a  Arts C enter, a ll in 
P o rtla n d ; and M t.  H o o d  C o m ­
m unity College, Gresham. 25 o f his 
w orks are inc luded  in a to u rin g  
University o f Oregon exhibit.

One o f  14 children o f an Atlanta. 
T exas, te n a n t-fa rm in g  couple , 
Shamsud-Din and his fam ily moved 
to  O reg o n  in 1947. T he a rtis t, a 
recipient o f  an aw ard o f  excellence 
from  the PSU Black Studies Depar­
tm ent, has taught Black studies at 
San Francisco, C a lif., State Univer­
sity; Reed C o lle g e , and P S U . H e  
also teaches in the a r tis ts -in -th e -  
schools program and has taught art 
classes at the Portland Art Museum  
and the P o rtla n d  C h ild re n ’ s 
Museum.
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Blacks approved o f the president's 
performance.

In the late 60s and early 70s, when 
Blacks were experiencing  some 
social advancement, polls registered 
a significant sense o f  progress. In  
1969, fo r exam ple , 70 percent o f  
Blacks fe lt that the s itu a tio n  o f  
Blacks had im proved  d urin g  the 
past 5 years. In 1981 only 30 percent 
feel this is true.

The G a llu p  survey reveals one  
very dangerous tren d . O n ly  the  
barest m a jo rity  o f Blacks (51 per­
cent) rejects v io lent protest as a 
means o f accomplishing goals, and 
tw o-thirds o f Blacks agree that the 
only  tim e the federal governm ent 
rea lly  pays a tte n tio n  to  Blacks is 
when they resort to violence. This  
sense o f  frustration  and rage must 
be confronted. Yet in the context o f 
the Reagan Administration's retreat 
from necessary social programs and 
in the A d m in is tra tio n 's  fa ilu re  to

c o n fro n t the re a lity  o f  racia l 
in e q u a lity , there are the seeds o f  
disaster.

Black Americans have viewed the 
Adm inistration w ith skepticism sin­
ce Ronald Reagan took his oath o f 
o ffice . Yet the president has made 
no serious e f fo r t  to  d im in ish  this  
skepticism  by developing a policy  
which addresses the specific needs 
and problems faced by Blacks. G lib  
generalizations and assertions that 
the p riva te  sector w ill resolve the 
plight o f the Black poor do not con­
stitu te a coherent policy on Black 
inequality. They constitute a serious 
failure o f leadership.

In  d e fen d in g  his econom ic  
policies, Ronald Reagan frequently 
asserts that ” A  rising tide lifts  all 
b o a ts .”  H e , h ow ever, appears to  
have forgotten that those who arc 
without boats may very well drown.
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