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ENTERTAINMENT happenings ENTERTAINMENT

Grassroot News N .W . - The blending together o f  d iffe ren t musical styles 
has certa in ly altered the d irection o f  contem porary funk  and jazz. These 
musical fo rm s finds itse lf developing a m arketplace ve rsa tility  which is 
dependent on the improvisations o f the artist involved. In the area o f jazz 
fusion, Je ff Lorber Fusion, is one Pacific Northwest group that has made 
inroads comm ercially and musically, in to  this fie ld on a consistence basis.

Readers probab ly  remember the name Je ff L o rbe r, since it o rig in a lly  
developed from  the Je ff Lorder group that played fo r many years out o f  a 
lounge in N.E. Portland. “ 1 had worked in the Portland area w ith a num ­
ber o f  musicians in a lo t o f d iffe ren t contexts. In  1976, I decided to start 
and ow n a band. We had L ester M acFarland  on bass, T e rry  Layne on 
reeds, the cu rre n t d rum m er, Dennis B ra d fo rd , a long  w ith  m yse lf on 
keyboards.”

JEFF LORBER FUSION
"Galaxian”

By Lan ha Duke ■ Grassroot News N. IT.

I

Lorber explained the group's evolution from  a lounge act, in to  concert 
to u r in g  and record ing . “ One sure th ing  I try  to  avo id  in  my career is 
s ta gna tion . 1 tr ie d  over the years to  progress and I get in to  d iffe re n t 
stylistic approaches to composing and recording. I looked at the recording 
aspect o f  the g ro u p  as a le a rn in g  s itu a tio n . In  o u r la test release 
"G a la x ia n "  I took a lot o f over-dubs w ith a R&B rhythm  track laid w ith 
synthesizers, horns, guitars and vocals.”

Modern Matrons Club
Bar-B-Que

5236 N.E. Mallory
August 1,1981 

1 P.M. until 6:00 P.M.

Specializing in all curly perms, styling ft trimming.
Also clear and color cellophanesProline

Style
Shop

917 S.W. Alder 224-8401
(across from the Qaltona)

New to our S ta f f . . .  ■
WINSLOW CALDWELL

( fo rm e rly  w ith  C ydne s)

Specializing in perms for
LONG H A IR

MARILYN McCOO

R egular $60 
to  $70 NOW $$000

T h e  J e f f  Lorber Fusion , le f t  to  r ig h t: D e n n y  B ra d fo rd , K enny  
Gorelick, Je ff Lorber and Danny W ilson.

Lorber is well versed in the entire composition o f music and choose jazz 
as a vehicle fo r his talents. “ The most exciting and challenging direction to 
go was in to  jazz. The game is to create music th a t’ s com m ercia lly  suc­
cessful along w ith being artistica lly p rom inen t."

Denny B rad fo rd  has been w ith  Je ff Lorber Fusion from  jum pstreet. 
B rad fo rd  feels that he adds a level o f  rhy thm  to the group, which is the 
developm ent o f  his style o f  p lay ing . “ M y style is a na tu ra l style which 
developed from  my playing fo rm at instead o f an academic fo rm at. I add 
o rig ina lity  and dynamics to the music as one and this is intergrated into the 
group as a w hole.”

The thum ping and p lucking o f the bass is provided by Danny W ilson, 
who says the synhronization o f the bass and drums gives a composer like 
Lorber something to  structure his keyboards around. “ We give the solid 
groove that can be used to lay any track o n .”

The newest elem ent o f  L o rb e r Fus ion  is the h o rn  section hand led  
m aste rfu lly  by Kenny G ore lick , along w ith  the vocals and gu ita r o f the 
m usician h im se lf, M arlon  M cC la in . These add itiona l facets o f the Je ff 
’  orber Fusion plays a dominate force while creating another dimenision o f 
Fusion music. This observation became a fact in the concert given last 
Sunday at the C ivic A ud ito rium . The horn solos o f Gorelick commended 
the standing ovation o f the audience, and the magic o f M arlon funked the 
music as well as the audience.

L o rb e r ’ m a tu ra tio n  occured under and a round many o f the best o f  
P o rtland ’ s local jazz musicians. Thara M em ory, Lester MacFarland, Ron 
Steen and Tom  G rant. When does the o rig ina l Lorber tunes come in and 
not just the reflection o f the talents in the area? " I n  my earlier tunes, it 
was more dei i /ative than the music I ’ m w riting  now. I wrote a few songs in 
the vein o f  Chuck and Herbie. You can also hear those influences more 
read ily  in  my music during  those times. C u rre n tly , the base o f my com ­
positions w ill be a bit more involved than th a t,”  Lorber explained.

H e ’ s the synthesizing conducto r w ho orchestrates the to ta lity  o t his 
keyboard, along w ith the talents o f  his colleagues.

M arilyn  McCoo and B illy  Davts Jr., the Gram m y Award w inning husband 
and w ife  vocal duo , have announced plans to  pursue in d iv id u a l careers. 
M arilyn  McCoo made her solo debut at the Nugget in Sparks, Neveda, w ith 
Ben Vereen July 23 fo r one week. Her new show was produced by Lester 
W ilson.

B illy  Davis J r., is presently in the s tud io  recording a gospel a lbum  w ith  
Reverend James Cleveland. Both M cCoo and Davis have also recently com ­
pleted solo recording sessions and are currently negotiating ind iv idua l record 
deals. They arc being represented at the W illiam  M orris Agency by Norm an 
Brokaw.

The switch to  separate careers is solely designed to a llow  greater personal 
experssion w ith in  their w ork, but does not preclude recording or perform ing 

as a vocal duo.
M cC oo and Davis were o rig ina l members o f the F ifth  D im ension, one o f 

the top vocal groups o f the 1960s and early 1970s. They were married in 1969 
and le ft the group in 1975.

As a duo McCoo and Davis reached the top o f  the charts w ith "Y o u  D o n 't 
Have To Be A Star (T o  Be In M y Show). "T h e  song was certified R IA  A  Gold 
M ill io n  Seller and earned them the ir firs t G ram m y A w ard  in 1977. T he ir 
a lbum , ” /  Hope H e Get To Love In Tune, ”  received R1AA G o ld  status as 
well.

They were awarded the Grand Prize at the Toyko Annual Music Festival 
and hosted the "M a rily n  M cCoo and B illy  Davis Jr. S h o w "  on C BS.

" I 'm  very excited about going on my own and I tn also a lit t le  scared, 
said M a rilyn . " B i l ly  and I had talked about it at great length We feel that 
our marriage is very secure and that by perform ing alone, each o f us w ill have 
an opportun ity  to expand our range that much m ore.'

SUMMIT:
“Economic Survival 

of Black People”
Sponsored by

O regon  A ssem b ly  
for B la ck  Affairs

October 17-18,1981
Portland, Oregon

THUNDELRBIRD Jantr«, Beach Motor Inn

Plan to Attend! R EG ISTER  N O W ! Registration fee: $55

Chae's Wigs
Introduces

BONNIE HOWE

(Formerly Eastport Plaza) 
FREE Comb out With 

purchase of new wig

20%
SALE
Starting at 
$20.00 & Up

9/23 8 /9

Located in Newberry's Lloyd Center 288-3096
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I Giant Size Texas Tumblers
| ------ - Bright Yellow, Green & Blue
i Plastic tumblers for giant

drinks or other uses

Reg 3/11.00 4/$1.00
W /C o up o n  while quantities last

Good July 30th thru Aug. 3rd Lloyd Cantor Newborrye only
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For ad d ition a l In fo rm ation  — C a ll: 
C orvallis: 7 5 2  0 8 8 6  
Eugene: 6 8 7 -5 4 4 3 , Ray Willard 
Portland: 2 8 1 -5 4 3 7  
Salem : 5 8 1 -9 1 5 1 , evenings

O r W rite:
O A B A
P .O  Box 1 2 485  
S alem , O R  9 7 3 0 9

WANTED
An experienced, mature 
w om an to  babysit in my 
hom e in V a n co u ve r, 
W A . 40 hrs a w eek. 
S a lary n e g o ita b le . W ill 
p ro v id e  tra n s p o rta t io n  
if needed. (206) 695- 
5697

The African Company per 
formed Shakespeare in a 
theater on New York's 
M ercer S tree t in 1821 .
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L ib e ra l CREDIT Terms
N o Interest or C arry ing Charges

O ffn e  H n u n  H 10 A M  ln 5T.W -  d o te d  S«iurd«vi

DENTURES Rellned BROKEN * CRACKED
for Bolter Fit •  Denture« Mended

MISSING TEETH Repleced In Dentures 
Bridge« I  Partible Repaired

Emergency Cases
Given Immediate Attention.•

Work Completed While You Wail in Most Cases 
We Operate Our Own Laboratory

■ ★ Ask About Our LOW COST
227-2427 Quality DENTURES

Accept«* D/i. Lounwtfi B  e/uiand
Street Level _  1 D E N T IS T  J

5 1 S sw4 ,hAve »«k mi'
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