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EDITORIAL/OPINION

Suit opens Pandora’s box

A civil rights suit against the Portland  forcing Blacks out; etc. )
School District by board member Herb Caw- Only when threatened by a boycott did the
thorne is long overdue and would have far  School Board agree to allow students to
reaching effects. remain in their own neighborhoods. Other
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In its various findings of ‘‘non-compliance”’ agreed upon remedies have been slow and in-
against the Portland district by the office of
education, there has never been a legal
decision on whether the Portland district ever
discriminated against Black children as a
matter of policy.

Of course it is clear that discrimination has
been the policy of the Portland School District
at least since the 1950s. The district
segregated Black children into certain schools
and refused to even acknowledge this until
1964. But Eliot and Humboldt were built in
areas that would result in segregation over the
protests of the community. The remedies un-
til a year ago consisted of moving Black
children out of their schools and into white
schools, with no attention to what happened
to them.

The various methods of dispersal are now
well known: removing grades from neighbor-
hood schools; inticing and forcing children to
other schools; denying access to neighbor-
hood schools; replacement of pre-school and
elementary children with white children

adequate. Now, a year later, the Board has
closed Washington/Monroe (41 percent

minority) and plan to close Adams (35 percent
minority) in direct violation of its own policy.

Thus, the same children who have been
scattered and scorned throughout their school
career will be forced to move again. Pleas to
morality and sensibility have failed - all that
remains is a federal suit.

A suit would have additional benefits, A
judge could order that additional resources be
used to compensate for past injury; he could
order the hiring and promotion of Black staff.
A court order could result in a monitoring
group responsible to the court, not to school
district staff.

A law suit and a court order would be the
best solution. The seating of a new School
Board and the behavior of some of the old
members indicate that little has been learned
over the past three years. Those who finally
said: ‘"We did it and we're sorry,’’ are

preparing to do it again.

The fruits of victory

The Reapportionment Conference Commit-
tee -- appointed to resolve the differences
between the House and Senate versions of
reapportionment has voted to retain the new
District 18 designed by the House, which
creates a new ‘‘inner northeast’’ district with
44 per cent Black population.

We take this opportunity to thank Rep. Glen
Whallon, who brought his House Committee
to King Facility to hear the opinions of the
citizens, and who responded to those
opinions, and to the members of his commit-
tee. We also thank those Representatives and
Senators who endorsed and supported this
plan.

It has come to our attention that Robert
Phillips, who currently works in the Governor’s
affirmative action office, has come under per-
sonal attack for his participation in the process
and that his participation is being interpreted
as the Governor’s "intervention”’.

Phillips was asked by the Observer to
present the plan developed by Legislative
Research as being the district including the
highest percentage of Black residents and
still closely following natural neighborhood
boundaries, to the forum held at King Facility.

The plan was one of four presented. The plan
came to be called the “'Phillips plan’’ as op-
posed the ‘‘Mason Plan’’, the OABA Plan"’
and the ''Bauman Plan’’ -- each named after
it's presented. Phillips continued to be the
spokesperson for the plan throughout the
House hearings and committee meetings.
Following the adoption of that plan, with some
variations, Phillips was '‘muzzled’’ by the
Governor’'s office in response to angry
protests by some Democratic members of the
Legislature who opposed the plan.

We thank Robert Phillips for his par-
ticipation on behalf of his community a: risk of
his employment. He has demonstrated, as
always, his deep commitment and respon
sibility.

Wae also thank the Governor. We realize that
his support for Phillips and his continuing
neutrality in the face of angry accusation has
been difficult.

The citizens and the organizations that took
the time to study the issues and to come out
and express their opinions are the ones
responsible for what is truly a great political
victory and they will be the benefactors.
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week after week? How wrong | was
and how '"naive’’ can one get? In
time I was introduced to the Black
Educational Center and the Talking
Drum Bookstore and, ultimately the
Black United Front. Here it seemed
I had at last found a home; no
longer did | feel like an outsider
looking in. Involvement in the
African Liberation Day activities
and other community concerns
combined to make Portland home
at last.

Meantime, contact with the Port-
land State University’s Black
Studies Department had led to
another and most unexpected
honour an invitation to teach a
class on Southern African politics.
For two years | played the dual role
of student and instructor and that
helped broaden my horizons im-
mensely. In between | was squeezing
in speaking engagements at almost
all the local high schools and
colleges as well as community
gathering and church groups.

The Portland Public School
system decided to put up a play
based on the life of the late South
African civil rights leader, Steve
Biko, and | was asked to work with
the Oral History Committee which
was charged with the task of putting
the play together. To better inform
Portland of the happenings on the
continent, Fungai was asked to be a
guest commentator on a public TV
program called TCB and this con-
tinued until the notorious budget

uts yanked it off the air, From time
to time, however, guest appearances
on the same station (KOAP) on
World Press In Review have con-
tinued at least for the time being.
The latest one will be this Saturday,
une 20, at 7;:30 p.m.

L a<t Sunday, June 7th, Fungai

finally graduated from Portland
ate L niversity getting a degree in
Medical Biology and Biochemistry
with minors in Environmental
iences and Public Health. The
tark for which Fungai came to
Jregon getting an education - is
w completed and he must bid you

Il adieu That is the purpose of this
aole reminiscing: | am now
liking back on what my stay in
vitland ha: meant to me. It has
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0 the Editor

rd members make mockery

well publicized statements of the
Chairpersons of the board and two
board members-elect regarding their
intent to close the Adams facility
once the two new board members
are seated.
1he MHRC Education Commit-
tee feels that these statements are in-
appropriate and that the intent of
the “‘new’’ board is objectionable.
The eminent board’s intent to close
Adams in July, scans a public man-
date to do so, makes mockery of the
itizen input process and diminishes
the public’s perception of the
board’'s commitment and leader-
ship
Given the fiscal temper of the
times and the educational crisis
before us, the public looks to the
hool board for leadership, sen-

1are housing costs

and has been in existence since 1978.
The ““lack of an Urban League's
enior Citizens building (sic) has not
hindered it in providing various,
onsistently high quality, activities
for N E area seniors.

Thank you for your coverage of
important community ac-
tivities/services. We look forward
to a resolution of this matter and a
continving working relationship.

played with, laughed with,
anguished with, reminisced with,
kidded with, dined with, stayed
with, studied with, talked to, talked

with, taught, learned from; these ?‘
are people who have made my stay we's
not only bearable but actually quite Pres
exciting. :‘::r"

It could probably be said that |
have done a lot of things while | have
have been studying over the past deva
five years but | believe in giving have
credit where credit is due: it was At
possible for me to do what I did prep
because so many people reached out year,
to me and placed enough trust and T
confidence in me. That confidence
and that trust are what inspired me the s
to go on and do all that is mentioned Codu:
above and more. | can honestly say | fede:
have grown mentally and am now '“c"l
more mature, wiser and happier IO_“.
person than the innocent young man ::';':
who slipped into town so long ago. Kae't
Everyone | have worked with | have N
learned from; | have made so many
friends over the past half decade s‘.’;“'
that as | prepare to leave Portland, 1 4 YT
have the shadow of a tear because she's
some of these friends | may never will
see again, .

| am almost certain |1 have made :‘?'::
my fair share of enemies too and | e
would hope when next we meet we Neost
will be speaking the same language. Of
Life would not be complete without redu
at least some mention of the trials Servi
and tribulations of sweet-bitter love birth
and I, too, have had my moments of Rited

heartbreak and my moments of ec-
stasy. | go away with memories of
Portland hoping that someday all
these different people will once
again cross my path and we can talk
about the good old days.

| have deliberately refrained from
mentioning any names because if |
had to list all the people who have
contributed to my growth and made
my stay that much more meaningful
and exciting, | probably would need
another page as long as this. To all o)
these people, | now say, in the :

revered ancient African tradition: ;,jf;
‘1 am glad | took the time out to i
break bread with you."' fedes
Will | be back? Will 1 continue to o ks
write for The Observer? What am | this 1
going to be doing once | leave here
and get back home to civilization? A
For answers to these questions and ;
more, tune in next week. lhi;lf |
P.S. Happy Birthday dear :: e
Fungai. He is 27 years young today! p;z:
level
Fo
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will |
Servi
of process e
sitivity and commitment. There is be sf
no room for capriciousness, in- You
transigence or game playing when hole
the future of our children -- and child
through them, our own -- hangs in i, t
the balance.
The Metropolitan Human Co

Relations Commission Education
Committee urges each member of
the board to dispense with all
ruminations and develop firm
commitments to citizen par-
ticipation and quality education for
the general good.

Respectfully,

Sho G. Dozono, Chairperson
Education Committee
Metropolitan Human
Relations Commi'uion

Sincerely,

Joyce Owens-Smith

Director, Community Services
Project, Urban League of Ptid.

(Editor’s Note: We have been in-
formed that the Prince Hatl Masons
and the Urban League Senior
Citizens' Project will share the
housing costs.) I
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