
Page 4 Portland Observar May 28 1981

lack soldiers fight facism in Spain •■•■•■•■••ei  I

A  l i t t le  know n chapter in  I S  
h istory is the partic ipation o f Bla«.k 
Americans in the Spanish C iv il Vk ar 
-  the firs t chapter in the conquest o f 
Europe by facism. In the Abraham 
L inco ln  Batta lion, as the US vo lun­
teers were ca lled, were nearly 100 
Black volunteers. The Battalion, in­
tegrated from  the beg inn ing , was 
the firs t non-segregated US m ilita ry  
force and, in add ition , this was the 
firs t tim e Blacks served as o fficers 
over white troops.

D uring the years before the A B l 
went to  Spain, the US was in tu r ­
m o il. The Depression took a heavy 
to ll; this was also a time o f increased 
racism . B lacks' wages were 30 per 
cent less than those o f  w hites and 
unem ploym ent was doub le . F rom  
1929 to 1933, some 150 Blacks were 
lynched.

It was also a tim e o f  heightened 
politica l struggle In 1930 more than 
a m illio n  Americans demonstrated 
in  hunger m arches; in  1912 
thousands o f W orld  W ar I veterans 
dem onstra ted  against u n e m p lo y ­
ment.

In 1936 the Spanish monarchists, 
ousted in e lections and replaced 
w ith  a repub lican  governm ent, 
issued a call to  facists th roughou t 
Europe to  help overth row  the new 
gove rnm en t. Led by F rancisco 
F ranco , fac is ts  fro m  G erm any, 
P o rtu g a l and Ita ly  invaded the 
country.

By 1937 international brigades o f 
an ti-fac is t volunteers from  all over 
the w o rld  a rr ive d  in S pain. The 
A braham  L in c o ln  B a tta lio n  was 
assigned to  the southern  fro n t,  
where fighting was fierce. The front 
was stabilized and the facists stop­
ped, although they won in the end.

O liver Law was the firs t Black to 
com m and the f irs t in tegra ted  
m ilita ry  unit in US h istory. For six 
years he has served in a segregated 
un it in  the US A rm y  and le ft as a 
p riva te , but a fte r six m onths in  
Spain he became B a tta lio n  C o m ­
m ander w ith  a rank o f  C ap ta in . 
Eslanda Robeson (M rs . Paul 
Robeson) wrote: . .  many officers 
and men here in Spain considered 
him  the best ba tta lio n  com m ander 
in Spain.”  He was killed in battle in 
July o f 1937.

Jim  Peck was one o f  tw o B lack 
p ilo ts  in  the Spanish R epublican 
A rm y. In spite o f  tw o years at the 
U n ivers ity  o f  P ittsburg and a valid 
p ilo t’ s lisence, Peck was rejected by 
the US A ir  C o rp  and the N avy. 
When the Spanish C iv il War began 
he went to  Spain, where he flew 
Sovie t made planes and played a 
prom inent part in the air war.

M ilto n  H erndon  became the 
com m ander o f a machine gun sec-
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tio n  in  the C anad ian  b rigade . He 
was killed when h i le ft cover to aid a 
wounded soldier.

S a la ria  Kee was the  o n ly  B lack 
nurse in the Abraham  L inco ln  Bat­
ta l io n . A  g radua te  o f  H a rle m  
H o s p ita l T ra in in g  S choo l, she 
worked in the hosp ita l’ s obstetrical 
d iv is io n . W hen M usso lin i invaded 
E th io p ia  she helped send tons o f  
m edica l supplies to  E th io p ia  and 
helped organize a fie ld  hospital fo r 
Ethopian troops.

Bert Jackson served as a 
top o g ra p h e r fo r  the A L B . A fte r  
re tu rn ing  to  the U.S. he organized 
the United Negro A llied  Veterans o f 
Am erica. He became a talented ar­
tist.

D r. A rn o ld  D onowa, a graduate 
o f  H a rv a rd , served w ith  the 
American Medical Bureau in Spain. 
He became head o f  O ra l Surgery. 
Returning to the US he continued to 
care fo r  fa c ia l w ounds u n t i l  his 
retirement.

Among the visitors to the A L B  in
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Spain was Paul Robeson. “ I went to 
Spain in 1938 and that was a turn ing 
po in t in my life . There I saw that it 
was the w orking men and women o f 
Spain w ho were h e ro ic a lly  g iv in g  
‘ the ir last fu ll measure o f devo tion ’ 
to  the cause o f  dem ocracy in  tha t 
b loody co n flic t, and that it was the 
upper classes -  the landed gen try , 
the bankers and industrialists -- who 
had unleashed the fa c is t beast 
against their own people . . .  A  new, 
warm felling fo r my homeland grew 
w ith in  me as 1 met the young men o f 
A b ra h a m  L in c o ln  B a tta lio n  -- the 
thousands o f  brave young  
Americans who had crossed the sea 
to figh t and die that another govern­
m ent o f  the people , by the people 
and fo r the people shall not perish 
from  the earth .”

In the fa ll o f  1938, at a conference 
held in S w itz e r la n d , the B r itis h  
governm ent proposed that the arms 
embargo on a ll belligerents in Spain 
be lifted  i f  all “ volunteers”  on both 
sides were w ith d ra w n  B oth  sides
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accepted and the in te rn a tio n a l ba t­
ta lions were sent home. Franco did 
no t keep the ag reem en t, and the 
7,000 member Nazi C ondor Legion 
and 60,000 Ita lian  troops remained 
in Spain. When the C iv il War fina lly  
came to  an end in A p r i l  o f  1939, it 
would be only a matter o f  time until 
the so -ca lled  n e u tra ls  -- the  US, 
B r it ia n  and F rance  -- w o u ld  be 
f ig h tin g  fo r  th e ir  lives against the 
same fa c is t fo rces th a t they had 
allowed to  conquer Spain.
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Waterway 13 case goes to court
By Nyewusi Askari

A fte r a stx-year w ait, Bob Boyer, 
P resident o f  the A . P h il l ip  R an­
do lph  In s titu te  w ill f in a lly  get his 
day in court.

The co u rt date invo lves a 
d iscrim ina tion  case, filed  six-years 
ago by Boyer and tw e lve  o the r 
defendants. The case became known 
as the "W aterw ay 13.”

The suit charges W aterway T e r­
m inals o f  d iscrim ina tion , by denial 
o f  upw ard  m o b ili ty . W ate rw ay 
T e rm ina l is a subsid iary o f C row n 
Zellerbach C o rp o ra tio n . It w il l be 
heard June 2, 1981, at 9:30 a.m ., at 
the Federal Courthouse, 7th flo o r, 
620 S .W . M ain, Judge Helen Frye, 
presiding.

In an interview w ith the Observer, 
Boyer said he w ould appreciate the 
attendance and support o f  any and 
all comm unity residents. “ This case 
is im p o rta n t fo r  a num ber o f 
reasons,”  he said. " I t ' s  a ll about 
being able to not allow frustrations, 
pressures and the lik e , to  prevent 
you from  fo llow ing  through on any 
case. I encountered a lo t o f pressure 
these last six years. O rig inally, there 
were 13 o f us involved w ith the case.

but .12 o f  the defendants settled by 
consent decree. I believe they were 
also under trem em dous pressure. 
But I was bent on seeing it  to  the 
end. I feel th a t B lacks w ho fin d  
themselves involved w ith  long court 
cases encounter the same pressures, 
w h ich  o fte n tim e s  lead to  them  
settling their case out o f  court; and

m any tim es its due to  th e ir feeling 
that its not w orth  the pressures and 
frus tra tions  and m an ipu la tions in ­
volved.

“ But, 1 have always believed that 
the race is n ’ t a lw ays w on  by the 
sw ift and the s trong , but by those 
who presist to  the end. How else w ill 
you know that you can w in?”
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O d u m  a p p o in t e d  D e p u t y

S overign G rand  In sp e c to r 
General W illiam  B. Odom, J r., 33‘ , 
was app o in te d  D e p u ty  fo r  the 
O rient o f Oregon, at the 100th A n ­
niversary Celebration o f the U nited 
Supreme C ounc il in P h ilade lph ia , 
Pennsylvania, May 9 -12. 1981.

The a p p o in tm e n t was m ade by 
S overign G rand  C om m ander 
Russell S. G id e o n , 33’  w ho is 
Soverign Grand Com m ander o f the 
Northern Jurisdiction o f  Prince hall 
Masons.

D epu ty  O dom  has su p e rv is ion  
over the S co ttish  R ite  M asons, 
(P H A ), in  O regon, M on tana , and 
Idaho, under the O rient o f  Oregon.
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H is p a n ic  is s u e s  a d d r e s s e d

N ational Image, In c ., an o rgan i­
za tion  concerned w ith  the  em ­
ployment o f  Hispanics in public and 
p riva te  em p loym en t, w il l  ho ld  its 
e igh th  annual co n ve n tio n  in  P o r­
tland , at the M a r r io t t  H o te l, from  
June 4th to  7 th. The convention is 
expected to  draw 1.000 people to  a 
v a rie ty  o f  events in c lu d in g  
w orkshops , a fa sh io n  show and 
other social events. The Executive 
Committee w ill develop strategies to 
address national and local concerns

o f Hispanics.
The w orkshops w ill feature per­

sonal and career deve lopm en t, 
business and industry, national and 
in te rna tiona l concerns, energy and 
the environment, and public service.

On June 2 and 3, the women’ s ac­
t io n  c o m m itte e , c iv i l  r ig h ts  and 
legislative committee, internal revue 
service and o f f ic e  o f  personnel 
management w ill sponsor separate 
workshops.

Listerme Mouthwash X T . ’ 2”  Cricket Lighter X X L

1 SAFEWAY COUPON i^M ioiMOfive S u p e r  S a r e n  1

I _ 'ww *•■«■>«• %« «ax ; W «J
Film Dcvdopénç Vaivoiine Motor Ol .75*

Prestons M - -
M 2E< •> W ;];; ?C Ex« •> T8 M-Ext I t  g Simomz Suoer Poly Liquid “.X. ’ 7”

Prestone Brake Fluid Zi“ ’. »1»
Armor All Protectant T '.r  ’ 1”

i n * li F AM?«

’•ngs
T h e  B a g  A t S a fe w a y !  

Sweet Oranges Your 
R usset P o ta to es  ’ Choice
US We 1 Peunws
D elic ious Apples
4ee0eer«M Snase* O»
G rapefru it

s SAFEW AY u s
5 . SI

BING CHERRIES
I O >

USE SAFEWAYS FAST CHECK LANE FOR QUICK SERVICE

c


