Page 4 Portland Observer May 28, 1981

Black soldiers fight facism in Spaln

A little known chapter in L S
history is the participation of Black
-‘\mcr'..g.m\ in the Spanish Civil \\ar_

the first chapter in the conquest of
Europe by facism. In the \brarlmm
Lincoln Battalion, as the US volun-
teers were called, were nearly 100
nteers. The Battalion, in-
rated from the beginning, was
the first non-segregated US military
force and. in addition, this was the
first time Blacks served as officers
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and men here in Spain considered
him the best battalion commander
in Spain.”" He was killed in battle in
July of 1937

Jim Peck was one of two Black
pilots in the Spanish Republican
Army. In spite of two years at the
University of Pittsburg and a valid
pilot’s lisence, Peck was rejected by
the US Air Corp and the Navy
When the Spanish Civil War began
he went to Spain, where he flew
made planes and played a
1ent part in the air war
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Waterway

By Nyvewusi Askari

After a'six-year wait, Bob Boyer,
President of the A. Phillip Ran-
stitute will finally get his

The court date involves a
discrimination case, filed six-years
ago by Boyer and twelve other
defendants. The case became known
as the **Waterway 13.”

The suit charges Waterway Ter-
minals of discrimination, by denial
of upward mobility. Waterway
Terminal is a subsidiary of Crown
Zellerbach Corporation. It will be
heard June 2, 1981, at 9:30 a.m., at
the Federal Courthouse, 7th floor,
620 S.W. Main, Judge He]en Frye,
presiding

In an interview with the Observer,
Boyer said he would appreciate the
attendance and support of any and
all community residents. **This case
is important for a number of
reasons,’’ he said. ‘*It’s all about
being able to not allow frustrations,
pressures and the like, to prevent
you from following through on any
case. | encountered a lot of pressure
these last six years. Originally, there
were 13 of us involved with the case,

Established 1988 with over 170
offices coast to coast.”
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but 12 of the defendants settled by
consent decree. | believe they were
also under trememdous pressure
But | was bent on seeing it to the
end. | feel that Blacks who find
themselves involved with long court
cases encounter the same pressures,
which oftentimes lead hem
settling their case out of court; and
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Odum appointed Deputy

Soverign Grand Inspector
General William B. Odom, Jr., 33°,
was appointed Deputy for the

Orient of Oregon, at the 100th An-
niversary Celebration of the United
Supreme Council in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, May 9 -12, 198]

The appointment was made by
Soverign Grand Commander
Russell S. Gideon, 33* who is
Soverign Grand Commander of the
Northern Jurisdiction of Prince hall
Masons

Deputy Odom has supervision
over the Scottish Rite Masons,
(PHA), in Oregon, Montana, and
Idaho, under the Orient of Oregon

Hispanic issues

National Image, Inc., an organi-
zation concerned with the em-
ployment of Hispanics in public and
private employment, will hold its
eighth annual convention in Por-
tland, at the Marriott Hotel, from
June 4th to Tth. The convention is
expected to draw 1,000 people to a
variety of events including
workshops, a fashjon show and
other social events. The Executive
Committee will develop strategies to
address national and local concerns

W.B. ODOM, JR.

addressed

of Hispanics

The workshops will feature per-
sonal and career development,
business and industry, national and
international concerns, energy and
the environment, and public service.

On June 2 and 3, the women's ac-
tion committee, civil rights and
legislative committee, internal revue
service and office of personnel
management will sponsor separate
workshops
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