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Where Africa and America meet
by Nathaniel Scott

The m otherland and an adopted 
country meet on a distant continent.

The m o th e rla n d , A fr ic a ;  the 
adop ted  c o u n try , A m e rica ; the 
meeting: C laudia Asihene.

C laudia Asihene was born in Los 
Angeles, C a lifo rn ia , nineteen years 
ago and spent seven o f  those years 
in Ghana, A fr ica , the rig h tfu l b irth  
p lace o f  her G han ian  fa th e r, a 
U C L A  gradua te  w ith  a P hD  in 
Geology.

Ms. Asihene has tw o  sisters and 
one brother in Portland and the rest 
o f  her th irteen brothers and sisters 
reside in Ghana, w ith their father.

A  th ird  term student at Portland 
C o m m u n ity  C o llege , she en joys 
music, traveling, sight-seeing, most 
organized sports and conversing.

She sa id , “ S o c ia lly , G hana is 
abou t the same as A m e rica , 
a lth o u g h  i t ’ s q u ite  h idden . You 
w on’ t see boys and girls walking the 
streets ho ld ing  hands, kissing, and 
things o f  that nature, like you do in 
Am erica.”

S o c ia lly , G hana and A m erica  
(w hat she has seen o f it) are about 
the same, b u t, e d u c a tio n a lly , the 
d iffe re n c e  is b road  and easily 
d isce rn ib le ,”  she said. “ School in 
G hana is m uch ha rde r than here. 
W hen you s ta rt school there 
(G hana) you have to  pay th rough  
the 12th grade, (called form  5) after

you complete your 0 level. N orm ally 
fo r  those who do w e ll, the govern­
ment pays fo r your A level, which is 
college and /o r U n ive rs ity .”

W h ile  a tte n d in g  schoo l M s. 
A sihene w orks  at the h o sp ita l at 
the  U n iv e rs ity  o f  O regon  H e a lth  
Sciences C enter, a p rac tice  th a t ’ s 
no t done in G hana . She sa id , 
“ Students are not a llow ed to  w ork 
w h ile  a ttend ing sch o o l.”  Her con­
tention is, “ You actually learn how 
to  study because you e ither pass or 
fa il, and once you fa il you either try  
again or you stay dow n in society 
because you never get anywhere.”

She spoke o f  cus tom s, fueds, 
prejudice, and petty differences that 
have spanned a great body o f  water 
to rest upon these shores by students 
from  the m otherland. A nd o f  those 
born here, who should be students. 
She continued: “ I've  noticed here in 
P o rtla n d , tha t young  B lacks, 
(m ostly teenage boys) who could be 
m ore  c o n s tru c tiv e  are w a lk in g  
around playing cassettes and radioes 
and games a ll day, (th in k in g  life  is 
all fun and games) could be going to 
schoo l and h o p e fu lly , one day, 
become great Black men.”

T ha t th o rn  m ig ra t in g  to  the 
d o w n to w n  sector is casting  its  
shadow upon many, and while some 
may not understand its im p lica tion , 
u n til the m anure  h its  the fa n , 
Asihene jo ins the voices before her, 
and denounces its need. “ Some o f  
them approach me (young Blacks)
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A  few year ago, a w e ll know n  
blues singer made a tune ca lled  
"P a yb a ck ."  The Philadelphia 76ers 
borrowed a theme from  this famous 
singer after losing to Portland in the 
76-77 season and p rom ised th e ir  
fans that their loss to Portland was a 
fluke and that they would certain ly 
pay them back the next year.

But w ith their loss to Boston Sun­
day A fte rn o o n , the debt p robab ly  
w o n ’ t be pa id  th is  decade. The 
Sixers held a com m anding 3-1 lead 
on ly to  “ choke”  in the next three, 
to  once again prove tha t they lack 
the little  extra that it takes to win the 
big one.

T h e re ’ s m any reaons w hy one 
team w ins and ano the r loses, and 
many liv ing  room  coaches w ill give 
th e ir  ana lys is . But one tha t co m ­
m o n ly  surfaces is, “ how good is 
B illy  Cunningham as a coach.”  A f ­
ter Sunday’s flop, Cunningham was 
severely c r it ic iz e d  by fans fro m  
C leo 's  Social C lub . V iewers there 
agreed tha t C unn ingham  is the 
w o rld ’ s worst coach.

G eneva ’ s fans blam ed the 
referees. Tw o d iffe ren t views from  
two d ifferent groups. Le t’ s examine 
both sides.

B illy  C u n n in g h a m , it was sa id , 
knew no th ing  about coaching and 
tha t his record  was good o n ly  
because he was given great ta len t. 
M ost at C le o ’ s were upset tha t 
Ju liu s  E rv in g  was le ft s itt in g  on

Today David Howard w ill be sen­
tenced. Somehow he must fin d  the 
s trength  to  stand before the co u rt 
and accept his medicine. He doesn't 
know  where he w ill f in d  it but he 
know s he m ust. Justice demands 
that David be punished fo r his crime 
and there is no power on earth that 
can prevent o r postpone the event.

l  ast month David sat through his 
t r ia l  in  a maze o f  co n fu s io n . He 
d id n ’ t understand a w ord that was 
said. His lawyer seemed to be glued 
to his chair — the only time he rose 
was to  leave the c o u rtro o m . The 
D is tr ic t A tto rn e y  was young and 
energetic, he did an excellent jo b  o f 
p a in tin g  D av id  as p u b lic  enemy 
num ber one. He to ld  the ju ry  that 
D av id  was g u ilty  and tha t i t  was 
the ir sworn du ty to  find  him gu ilty  
and that i f  they d idn ’ t, the streets o f 
Portland w ouldn’ t be safe as long as 
D av id  was free. He p leaded. He 
preached; exhorted to  the ju ry  un til 
the o n ly  ve rd ic t le ft to  them was 
guilty. True to fo rm , David’ s lawyer 
rem ained seated; his silence was 
d igusting . The judge went to  sleep 
and the ju ry  returned w ith  a gu ilty  
verdict.

David stands before the court; he 
is alone, he it a fra id . His fear is 
total, absolute, beyond reason. It 
has taken control o f him; it is 
distinct, it has a smell, taste, flavor

e ither d ru n k  o r fu l l  o f  some o ther 
k ind  o f  drug and they are very d is­
respectful. I f  there were more places 
fo r recreation and entertainm ent in 
the B lack com m un ity , we w o u ld n ’ t, 
have these young Blacks disrespect­
ing people and the Black com m unity

at the same time. It is tim e fo r us to 
com e to g e th e r and m ake o u r big 
B lack w o rld  a be tte r p lace to  live  
in .”

C laudia Asihene, a Black woman 
w o rk in g  fo r  the be tterm ent o f  the 
whole.

Sports Talk
By Ron Sykes, Sports Editor 

■■

C u n n in g h a m ’ s bench fo r  seven 
crucial minutes while the Sixers lead 
d isappeared in th a t c ru c ia l th ird  
period. A d rion  H am pton, longtim e 
basketball b u ff and form er amateur 
p layer, believes C unningham  made 
a m is take  by try in g  to  coach the 
p la yo ff series the same as an eighty- 
tw o  game schedule . A n d  M r. 
H a m p to n  was p ro b a b ly  r ig h t be­
cause D r. J ., can rest now  u n til 
early September. Just how much do 
these young, healthy athletes need 
anyway?

I would have a tendency to dispel 
the idea that the referees sto le th is  
one fo r Boston. A lthough it is a fact 
that Philadelphia never shot a bonus 
free throw  in the fina l game, and it 
is a fact that P h illy  was whistled fo r 
more in fractions than Boston. But 
the b o tto n  lin e  shou ld  show tha t 
these were two great teams ba ttling  
it out and neither one could easily be 
ashamed.

T h is  series d id  w onders fo r  the 
N B A . It was a c tio n  packed 
throughout and was a showcase fo r 
both the athletes and the N B A . A ll 
in a ll, it was fine  basketball w ith  a 
few du ll moments. Philadelphia lost 
the last three games by a to ta l o f  five 
p o in ts . It was t r u ly  an e n jo ya b le  
series.

N ow  comes the  East vs. West 
c o n fro n ta t io n  and i t ’ s d o u b tfu l i f  
Moses M a lone  can c a rry  the 
R ockets across the  w a te r. Sure,

Moses can w a lk  w a te r but his 
brothers just may be too heavy, and 
w h ile  L a rry  B ird  d rew  a ll the 
p ra ise ...re m e m b e r th a t B oston 
w ou ld  sure ly  c rum b le  w ith o u t the 
excellence o f  T in y  A rch ib a ld . T in y  
is the glue. W ithou t his penetration 
and o u ts id e  s h o o tin g , M r . B ird  
would be on his way back to Indiana 
fo r a long rest. Boston should win in 
five.

R em em ber Cazzie R ussell, the 
form er M ichigan A ll-A m erican, and 
fo rm e r New Y o rk  K n ick  and L A . 
Laker fo rw ard? W II, Cazzie is alive 
and w ell w h ile  p lay ing  in the C o n ­
tin e n ta l League. A t 36, Russell is 
reportedly still doing great things.

T riv ia  Time: What college landed 
the m ost p layers  on the 1980-81 
N BA  All-Stars? U C L A  placed three 
p laye rs : Kareem  A b d u l -Ja b b a r, 
M arques Johnson  and Jam aal 
W ilke s . Kareem being selected on 
the f irs t team , w h ile  Johnson and 
W ilkes gained second team acclaim. 
B oston ’ s L a rry  B ird  beat Johnson 
by a mere six votes.

D enn is Johnson , P h o e n ix ; 
G eorge G e rv in , San A n to n io  and 
Julius Erving, a ll jo ined Jabbar and 
B ird  on the firs t team. E rv ing  was 
p icked as the N B A ’ s best, and my 
vo te  w ent to  H o u s to n ’ s Moses 
M a lo n e . E rv in g  is good  bu t ju s t 
c a n 't in flu e n c e  a game as Moses 
does. Malone is simply awesome.

Just reminding you that USO has 
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servicemen and women w orldw ide 
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USDA Choice Bee* Chuck

BLADE CUT

Pork Roast
Pork Shoulder Oven Roast

BEEF BLADE

Chuck Steak
ARMOUR 1887

Sliced Bacon
Lean Streaked Savory Bacon

53
lb.

18
S Beef Arm Chuck Roast 
j) Blade Pork Steak

Armour Boneless Turkey

?98e®79
$1 58 

$■) 28 
$-) 78

7 Bone Chuck Roast -  $138 
Boneless Stew Beef $198
Fresh Sole Fillets - s228

Smoked Sausage 
Little Smokies 
Bologna/Salami

Cell Talk
By Asmar A bdul Seifullah 
aka Joe Rest # 40404
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o r b itte r  salt in  his m o u th . 
D avid 's hands perspire, his eyes are 
out o f  focus, he looks at the judge 
and sees o n ly  the b lack  robe  and 
gavel.

D av id  is ce rta in  th a t doom  is 
upon h im . H is  w ho le  l i fe  races 
before his eyes and his throat is con­
stricted w ith fear. His ears fa il him - 
- the courtroom  is silent -- he can’ t 
speak, see or hear a th ing as the fog 
o f  his destruction ro lls  around him. 
The lid  o f  his c o f f in  s lo w ly  de­
scends; D av id  w atches i t  w ith  
d 's b e lie f and his m in d  screams 
"d o n ’ t bury me! I ’ m a live! I ’ m still 
a live!”  But bam! It closes.

The judge rises and ex its  th ru  a 
doo r that appears fro m  now here. 
D av id  feels ra th e r than  hears his 
ja ile r  urg ing him  ou t o f  the c o u rt­
ro o m . He w a lks dow n  a endless 
c o r r id o r , his feet are lead , they 
move by th e ir  ow n v o l i t io n .  As 
David walks his sanity re turns. He 
feels the leg iro n s  b it in g  in to  his 
ankles and he sees people staring at 
h im  as he passes. Just b e fo re  he 
reaches the ja il elevator, he passes a 
w indow and looks down upon P ort­
land He is able to  see the  buses, 
cars and people below as they move 
like  ants on a concrete p layground. 
They don’ t know David is watching 
and he has the urge to  shout "H e y ! 
I 'm  up h e re !”  But he s t i l l  can ’ t

speak — he sees, hears and smells 
but he can’ t speak.

D a v id ’ s ja ile r  is a short fa t man 
whose h a ir is th in n in g  on to p . He 
has made this walk a thousand times 
and he s tr ikes  up a co n ve rsa tio n  
w ith  David. " D o n ’ t take it so hard 
k id , twenty years a in ’ t forever. W'hy 
y o u 'll be out in no tim e i f  you keep 
y o u r nose c le a n .”  D a v id ’ s m ind  
focuses on tw enty years. It shouts, 
echos and screams “ tw en ty  years! 
T w e n ty  years! fo r  w hat?  I a in ’ t 
k ille d  n o b o d y ! T w e n ty  d o lla rs  -- 
twenty years — I ’m only nineteen!"

Oregon State P en iten tia ry  is fu ll 
o f  D a v id  H o w a rd s . I t  is b u rs tin g  
w ith  young , o ld  and m id d le  aged 
D a v id  H o w a rd s . T hey com e here 
filled  w ith  hate, they are angry, b it­
te r, co ld  and lo n e ly . S om etim e 
between th e ir  im p riso n m e n t and 
release they learn all the d irty  tricks. 
They learn that they are not im p o rt­
an t, tha t there is always someone 
w ith  more tim e and a bigger crime. 
They learn that there isn’ t anybody 
in the w orld that cares whether they 
live or die. They watch the ir youth 
evaporate, they see death, they k ill 
themselves w ith  hate. The ir pain is 
time and the time eats them up.

“ Year a fte r  year one question  
burns in  th e ir  m inds . W hy am I 
here? I d o n 't deserve this. Where is 
the help the judge promised me and 
what w ill I do when I get out?”

Lucerne 
Ice Cream

65-0unce
Cascade
Automat«: Dishwashing 

ont

4 9
Hait I

$16 9

Orange
Juice
Sunkist frozen 
1 ? Ounce Can

78
Slices

Kratt American Single 
Slices 1 ? oz Pkg

Saluto
Ravioli

Cheese ot Meat with Sauce 
, 8 5 oz and 19 oz

99*
8-Pack 

Coke or Tab
Sprite or fresca  
16 oz Plus DepDetergent

$12 9 $19 9
Friskies Bullet 
Ovenjoy Bread 
Sweet Bread 
Honey Bran Bread 
Granola Bran

©
Selewey 
Celer I.Xn

89«
99«
99«
79«
89«

Cottage Cheese 
Guava Nectar 
Pineapple Juice 
Cal Rose Rice 
..Au... Juice

S a fe w a y  V arie ty  S u p e r Savers

Color 
Film

kodak C 110 ?4 
C 1?6 ?0 ur ( i n  24

$1 9 9

S|79

V 1
I

Pro 1200 Hair Dryer 
Shampoo or Conditioner

Tylenol Tablets 
Visine Eye Drops . ‘ 
Disposable Diapers 
Lee Oil Filters 
STP Gas Treatment " "  
Wear Ever Fry Pan 1

SAFEW AY C O U P O NCoupon Good tlNu M*y I? 1981
PAMTY HOSE

ven"
Slew*-*

50 «O FF
■

Motor Oil
Safeway Heavy Duty 30W 

(Case of > 18 00)

9 0 1 . 7 5 *
«¡mtr», war «8 a, ® ■

Any Package 01 
Safeway Brand 
Im u , ’ Pkg 
W»th Coupon

Wed May 6 thru Tue» May 12 at all Portland area Safeway«

low 4« ?r

SAFEW AY
SAUS lW»H0 10 a  GM (JUANTlt«S ONE »

69«
39«

49
SQ99

69«

Pineapple Juice 
Hawaiian Punch 
Dole Pineapple 
Friskies Dog Food 
Macadamia Nuts ’

78« Hamburger Buns
’ 2 4’  Carlo Rossi 

3 ’ 1 AlmadenMt 
* 9 "  Riumte Lambrusco 
‘ 1 ”  Crackling Rose

RED
DELICIOUS

Carforma Iceberg 
Lettuce Cnsp 
f irm  fresh  Heads

Fresh Pineapple 
Hawaiian Papaya 
Large Mangos 
Navel Oranges 
Walnut Meats

29
98

Remember Mom on Mother's Day
Assorted Mums >4" African Violets
Assorted Azaleas '5 ”  Caladrums
Bud Vases 'S '* Otchrd Corsages

c69« f t

I
Bunch Radishes 
Green Onions 
Large Cucumbers 

Avocados
Large Bell Peppers

Tropical Hants 
_s14”

Tropical Planter »5«

Apples
5?l

•1”»3«
»1»»

Play In stan t G rocery G iveaw ay . . .  Every T icke t Can Win!


