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The P o rtla n d  U rb a n  League is 
alive and well once again thanks in 
the m ain to  the new leadersh ip  o f  
executive director Freddye Petett.

In  the tw o  years since she has 
taken over, the League is a lo t more 
visible and more people in the com ­
m unity know what the League is all 
about. The budget has doubled, so 
has the s ta f f  and th a t means the 
League’s programs and services also 
have doubled.

Ms. Petett brings an in te res ting  
and varied  backg ro u n d  to  the 
League. She is a B u s in e "  A d ­
m in is tra tio n  graduate o f  P o rtland  
State U n ive rs ity  w ith  an em pha iis  
on m anagem ent. She has w orked  
fo r the Post O ffice , Portland C om ­
m u n ity  C ollege as a p rog ram m er- 
analyst, Nero Industries as a project 
d ire c to r and in the N e il G o ld ­
schm id t a d m in is tra t io n  as f irs t 
Em ergency Services d ire c to r  and 
then as an adm inistration assistant.

Th is background taught ber the 
system and she brings i l l  tha t in to  
play in her present pos ition  as the 
League’ s top person.

Petett is modest when it comes to 
accepting accolades for the League’ s 
new image. She says the s ta f f  hâ > 
made the d iffe re n c e , bu t she has 
hired five persons to f i l l  five im por­
tant jobs.

She hired N orm  M onroe  fo r  the 
very im p o rta n t p o s ition  as deputy 
director and then filled the positions 
o f d ire c to r o f  the Y o u th  Service 
Center, d irec to r o f  the A g ing  Ser­
vice C en te r, an a d m in is tra t iv e  
assistant fo r financia l activities and 
a d ire c to r o f  C o m m u n ity  Service 
A d m in is t ra t io n , w h ich  handles 
funds re m a in in g  fro m  the now 
defunct A lb ina Action Center

M s. P e te tt says she began to  
notice changes in P o rtla n d ’ s racia l 
c lim a te  a year o r so b e fo re  fne 
November elections. She noticed in ­
creased numbers o f racial incidents 
here and more people w ho wanted 
to file  d iscrim ination complaints.

She feels the  e lec tions  ju s t 
p ro v id e d  racists a c lim a te  to  do 
w ha t th e y ’ ve w anted to  do  in  the 
open.

These people, she feels, are those 
w ho th in k  a ff irm a t iv e  a c tio n  has 
taken fro m  them and w h rn  th ings 
go w ro n g  fo r  them , they  w an t 
someone to blame.

M s. P e te tt says a n o th e r reason 
people do these th ings is tha t they 
th in k  they a re n 't g o in g  to  be 
pun ished , “ They feel the  to ta l 
co m m u n ity  w ill accept th e ir rac is t 
acts and u n til the to ta l com m un ity  
speaks o u t against them  they w il l  
continue.”

She supports a b ill w h ich  w ou ld  
make racial harassment in Oregon a 
fe lony , but not necessarily G ove r­
nor A t iy e h ’ s. She says the re  are 
some th ings m issing in it but tha t 
there are enough lega l m inds  in 
Oregon to make it an e ffective law, 
a law w ith some teeth in it.

She says such a law  w il l  g ive 
Blacks and other m inorities who feel 
they’ ve been in tim ida ted the op p o r­
tun ity  to fight back legally.

The League’s d irector is not con­
tent to  sit back and reflect on the ac­
complishments o f her past two years 
at the helm-.

W hen it comes to  goa ls , M s. 
Petett has them fo r the League. She 
says, “ It w ill be m ore o f  the same 
like  c o n tin u in g  to  be an advocate 
fo r Black and poor people o f P o rt­
land and to  continue w o rk in g  w ith
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A COMMUNITY TEA

FREDDYE PETTET
the to ta l com m unity  to im prove the 
qua lity  o f  life  fo r the disadvantaged 
and a lso e xpand ing  to  in c lu d e  a 
larger num ber o f  people w ho need 
ad d ition a l tra in in g  and services the 
League provides.

I t ’ s a fu l l  agenda Ms. Petett has 
planned but that doesn’ t mean she is 
ignoring her fam ily.

One o f  her fa vo rite  free tim e ac­
t iv it ie s  is to  go w ith  her husband 
M arion  and son A ndre to the coast 
m aybe to  ju s t s it on a ro ck  and 
th in k . It w o u ld n 't  su rp rise  th is  
w rite r i f  w h ile  s itting  and th in k in g  
that her thoughts frequently go back 
to  how to  im prove  the life  style o f  
Portland Blacks and poor people.

Vote For Victory
You m ay not always agree  w ith him. bu t 

one th ing  you ca n  be certa in  o f -  If you be­
lieve tha t ch iia ren are the  future, then you 
and  Herb C aw thorne  stand on the same 
founda tion  Herb fights for ch ild ren He has 
the courage  to do w hat is required to help our 
ch ildren g e t a bette r e d u ca tio n  And that's 
not easy He works 30 hours a week on the 
School Board, he gets no pay a nd  p len ty  of 
criticism The ch ildren m ake it a ll worthwhile 
So Herb can  continue to be our strongest voice 
in p ub lic  educa tion , we need your tim e and  
a small dona tion

Talent On Parade
The N ationa l C ouncil of Negro W omen has 

a long and  illustrious history of deve lop ing 
ta len t in the  com m un ity  The Portland Sec­
tion of NCNW believes th a t ach ievem ent 
am ong  b lack youth will be enhanced  when 
m çre in the com m unity encourage them  by 
honoring their talents and  skill. The National 
Council of Negro Women believes, like George 
Benson, tha t children are our "Greatest Love." 
Youth Talent On Parade gives everyone a 
ch an ce  to  see all the beau ty  our youth pos­
sess inside — giving them  a sense of pride

t From the Capitol
Congressman Ron Hyden

Please d o n 't miss the te a 1 G ive Herb your Don't miss this ch an ce  to pu t the children 
confidence ! And vo te  for victory! first! C om e to  the te a 1

Support Our Youth. Support Herb. Vote tor Victory.
Don’t forget to vote March 31st!

1 _______
In the very near fu tu re  Congress 

w il l  enact an econom ic p lan 
designed to  rev ive  o u r f la tte r in g  
economy. I believe it is essential that 
Congress shape th is  plan so it en­
courages A m ericans  to  w o rk  and 
doesn’ t penalize them when they do. 
Only then w ill the package be a true 
investm ent in the fu tu re  because 
then it w ill be an investment in our­
selves.

W o rk  is im p o rta n t to  A m e rica  
because it produces w ea lth  tha t 
a llow s us to  en joy a high standard 
o f liv ing. Through jobs, ind iv iduals 
gain a sense o f  s e lf-w o rth  and 
d ignity. W ork gives our young hope 
fo r  the fu tu re , and o u r sen iors, 
security.

Here are ju s t a few areas where 
we m ust begin to  change fede ra l 
policy.

R e m o v e  th e  M a r r ia g e  Tax
P e n a lty :  M o re  than 15 m ill io n  
coup les are a ffe c te d  by th is  tax 
w h ich  generates $23 b i l l io n  in 
revenues fo r  the federa l go ve rn ­
ment. That is a big disincentive fo r 
the m illions o f second wage-earners 
in our fam ilies who fo r one reason 
or a no the r choose to  go to  w o rk . 
C hang ing  th is  tax w il l  cost the 
Treasury. M y question is how much 
w ill it cost the co u n try  in lost 
productivity i f  we don’ t change it?

S o c ia l S e c u r ity  O u ta id e  Earn 
rigs  L im ita t io n :  T h is  p o lic y  
«resumes th a t c itizens  when they 
each 65 years o f age no longer have 

any economic value, o r i f  they do, 
then they d o n 't deserve any Social 
Security pension benefits The result 
is tha t we d iscard a h igh ly  sk illed  
and experienced p o rt io n  o f  ou r 
work force by making it financia lly 
im practica l fo r them to  keep w o rk ­
ing - even part-tim e. B irth rates are 
on the decline. There is a great deal 
o f  evidence tha t in the next 30-40 
years, em ployers w ill desperately 
need o ld e r w o rke rs  ju s t to  keep 
p lants and facto ries  open. L e t’ s at 
least begin a new e ffo rt to  make it 
financially attractive fo r those older 
w o rke rs  w ho w ant to  stay in  the 
work force to do so.

W e lfa re  C a tc h  22: N o area o f 
fede ra l p o lic y  generates as m uch 
c o n tro v e rs y  as w e lfa re . D espite 
decades o f debates and hundreds o f 
p iecem eal changes, o u r w e lfa re  
system s till is s tructu red  so that in 
too many instances and in too many 
ways we make it more pro fitab le  for 
our citizens in  be on welfare than it

is fo r them to work. There is no easy 
or cheap way to change this W elfare 
Catch 22. But whatever the cost, it 
w ill be worth it fo r us to devise new 
incen tives to  get o u r ab le -b o d ie d  
people to  en ter the w o rk  fo rce , 
receive earn ings, pay taxes and 
develop a trad ition o f holding down 
a jo b  - a tra d it io n  they w il l  pass 
dow n to  th e ir  c h ild re n  w ho , 
hope fu lly , w ill never have to  be on 
welfare.

P o r ta b le  P e n s io n s  In th is  
h igh ly  m obile  in d u s tria l society o f 
ours where changing jobs du ring  a 
life tim e  is now cons idered  
inev itab le , i f  not h igh ly  desirable, 
one prob lem  stands o u t: pensions 
too  o fte n  d o n ’ t go a long w ith  the 
w o rke rs . T im e is pu t in , pension 
b e n e fit accure, bu t then are lost 
when the w orke r leaves. We must 
take steps to make sure some system 
is developed that allows workers to 
retain the pension benefits they have 
worked fo r and deserve to  receive. 
I f  we d o n ’ t, we keep in p lace yet 
another disincentive to a life tim e  o f 
productive labor.

E lim in a te  P ro d u c t iv i ty  D is in ­
c e n t iv e s :  One o f  the  most 
distressing aspects o f President C ar­
te r ’ s v o lu n ta ry  wage and p rice  
guidelines was a provision that fo r ­
b id  em ployees no t covered by a 
union contract from  receiving a pay 
raise based on increased p ro d u c ­
tiv ity  i f  it exceeded the cost o f liv ing 
index. This was blatant discourage­
ment fo r employees to become more 
productive. A better approach is to 
rew ard  em ployees w ho increase 
the ir p ro d u c tiv ity  by such steps as 
rem ov ing  obstacles fo r  em ployee 
stock option trusts and other p ro fit-

sharing arrangem ents. The federal 
gove rnm en t can also invest in 
p ro d u c t iv ity  by p e rm it t in g  sm a ll 
business to  w rite  o f f  research and 
developm ent w hich results in  jo b - 
c re a tin g  new o p p o r tu n it ie s . The 
governm ent also should encourage 
basic research by g iv ing  incentives 
to  businesses w h ich  co n tra c t w ith  
u n ive rs itie s  fo r  specia l p ro je c ts . 
That not only produces new ideas to 
capitalize on in the marketplace, but 
it also produces new h igh ly  tra ined 
workers in the exact fields needed by 
industry.

B e co m in g  a B e tte r C o n su m e r:
The fede ra l g o ve rnm en t even 
d iscourages w o rk  by be ing a 
d isagreeab le  cus tom er. New 
regu la tions being discussed w ou ld  
impose requirem ents on industries  
tha t sell item s o f f  the she lf to  the 
governm ent to  e lim ina te  m erit pay 
programs fo r the ir employees. That 
means the fede ra l gove rnm en t 
discourages the most e ffic ien t com ­
panies in  the c o u n try  fro m  even 
selling to  it - a pecu lia r way to  get 
the most o f  a tax d o lla r and to  en­
courage more efficiency.

O n ly  an u n re le n tin g  assau lt on 
federal policy across-the-board w ill 
remove d is to rtions  tha t discourage 
w o rk  and pena lize  those w ho do 
work.

I agree w ith those who say that we 
w il l  n o t red iscove r econom ic  
p rospe rity  by c u ttin g  federa l taxes 
a lone. We m ust re ju ve n a te  o u r 
p roductive  capacity  in th is  n a tion , 
and the place to start is by investing 
in our most valuable resource - ou r­
selves. T ha t's  the on ly way I know 
to work our way back in to  shape.

City economic development
(Continued from  Page 1 Col 3) 
the f irs t  area ’ ’ ta rg e te d ”  fo r  
economic development.

This decision means tha t the c ity  
w ill concentrate and coord ina te  its 
development resources in this area. 
This is the f irs t tim e  th a t an area 
east o f  the W illa m e tte  R ive r has 
been singled out fo r  special a tte n ­
tion  in recent m em ory. I feel it is a 
very p o s itive  dec is ion  fo r  a ll o f  
Portland.

I am also very in te res ted  in ex­
panding the M em oria l Coliseum  to  
handle  more e xh ib its  and conven ­
tions. I believe th is could stim ula te  
econom ic  deve lopm ent in  East

P o rtla n d . A n o th e r adv iso ry  co m ­
m ittee is exp lo rin g  th is  issue and I 
am con fiden t tha t it w ill be able to 
present the C o u n c il w ith  a w e ll 
th o u g h t ou r p ro p o sa l b e fo re  to o  
long.

M any o th e r econom ic  d e ve lo p ­
ment p ro jects  w ill undoub tde ly  be 
proposed in the coming years. I urge 
a ll citizens to  speak the ir m inds on 
these p ro jec ts  -- and on the o the r 
program s and p ro jec ts  run  by c ity  
government. It is im portan t that we 
a ll w o rk  to g e th e r fo r  P o r t la n d ’ s 
future.

As M ayor, I w ill rem ain open to 
your concerns.
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EVERYTHING YOU WANT FROM A STORE... AND A LITTLE BIT MORE!


